BS"D. STUDY GUIDE FOR MISHNAH BABA METZIAH PEREK BET 6-8


MISHNAH VOV

There is an argument as to how far a person must go to announce a lost object. Rabbi Meir says: Announce it to the neighbors. Rabbi Yehudah says: It must be announced at the next three festivals (Shalosh Regalim) in Yerushalayim. He says this because at the time of the festivals everyone would go to visit Yerushalayim, so this would be the best way to ensure that the person who lost something would have a chance to get his object back.

In addition to the three festivals, Rabbi Yehudah adds: After the last (third) festival, one needs to wait seven additional days, to make sure that a person would have time to travel back home - for three days each way - and then have the seventh and final day to hear the announcement again.

We learned in the "Beiur" how the announcement worked: There was a big stone (painted black) in Yerushalayim, to which everyone would go for the announcement. After the destruction of the Beit Hamikdash (may it be rebuilt speedily in our days), when people stopped coming to Yerushalayim, they would announce the lost object in the local study halls and synagogues. When the government people (tax collectors) would claim all such objects for the coffers of the government, they established the law that a person would announce the lost object to his neighborhood and acquaintances, and that would be enough.

MISHANH ZAYIN:

Point 1:
There is an argument between Rabbi Yehudah and Rabbi Nachman how to announce a lost object. Rabbi Yehudah says: He announces that he "found something" - without specifying what he finds. Rabbi Nachman says: He announces what he finds, with the loser providing signs.

According to the above argument, the Mishnah is understood like this: Rabbi Yehudah: If the claimer identifies the object, but can't provide signs, he doesn't get the object. Rabbi Nachman: The claimer provides signs, but not the real difficult ones; the claimer doesn't receive the object.

Point 2:
A known swindler should never get an object back (unless he provides signs that only a real owner could know - "Beiur"). We know this since the Torah says: "Ad Derosh Achichah Oto", which means that an investigation needs to take place. One needs to "investigate" the claimer.

Point 3:
Anything that produces, such as animals like cows, should be kept for a while. The reason is, since the produce pays the expenses for the upkeep of the animal. Something that does not produce may be sold quickly. We know this since the Torah says: "Vahashevoto Lo" - return (to the one who lost it) a lost object. We learn from this that the "return" must be carefully examined, and if it's something that would cost the finder too much, he can sell the animal and return the money to the loser of the object.


Point 4:
What should happen to the money of a sold object which was found? Rabbi Tarfon says: One may use that money. Since he may use that money, the finder assumes the law of a "SHOEL" - a borrower. A Shoel is responsible for everything, including accidents. Rabbi Akivah says that the person may not use the money. Therefore, the finder assumes only the role of a "Shomer Sachar" - a paid watchman. Although there is no money being paid to him, he is still rewarded by the Mitzvah. A Shomer Sachar is responsible for loss and theft.

MISHANH CHET:

Point 1:
If a person found books, he must read them once every 30 days. This is to air it out, as a book (scroll) can become musty and moldy. If the person doesn't know how to read, he should roll the scroll. The finder shouldn't learn something in the book for the first time, since this may ruin the book, being that he may want to remain in the same place for some time, and concentrate on the things he is learning. Also, he shouldn't study together with another person from this book, since they may enter a heated discussion, and really ruin the book by schlepping it back and forth from each other.

Point 2:
If a person finds a garment or cloth, he should shake it out every 30 days in order to air it out. One has permission to spread these things around his house in order to air them out, but he cannot hang them up for his own benefit.

Point 3:
Silver vessels a person finds may be used only for their own benefit, not for the finder's own sake. However, one should never use the silver vessels for hot things, since this tarnishes them. Copper vessels may be used for hot things, but cannot be used directly on the fire. Gold vessels and glass vessels must be put away and may not be touched (until Eliyahu comes). This is since these vessels don't get moldy, and glass can break easily.

Point 4:
If a person finds something he would never carry even for himself, he needs not to pick it up. The reason: The Torah says: "don't see your brother's ox or sheep going astray and you ignore it - help him!" The Torah could have said: "Don't ignore your brother's ox". By saying "and you ignore it", our sages learn that there are times a person MAY ignore a lost object. Such as something you wouldn't even carry for yourself, or a Kohen in a cemetery.

