
Computer viruses come from all over the globe. Wher-
ever PC computers combine with technical ability and mali-
cious intent, computer virus programs are written. Bulgaria is
the computer virus capital of the world. There, a population of
well-trained, socially disgruntled and chronically underem-
ployed computer programers organize themselves. Through a
network of underground computer Bulletin Board Systems -

BBSes -they program, transmit and distribute viruses. Vi-
ruses travel fast. Through infected boot sectors on infected
diskettes and infected files transmitted by diskette and modem
transfer they spread across the world. When vandals deliber-
ately strive to spread them their spread is even faster.

WHO CREATES
COMPUTER
VIRUSES ?

VIRULENT VIRUS VILLAINS
Here is a short list of the most common PC computer
viruses in the world. These three, all boot sector
viruses, account for at least 90 % of all PC virus
infections. Learn to recognize these and you will be
equipped to deal with most attacks.

Ping-pong virus

Boot sector virus -common
Aliases: Bouncing Ball Boot, Bouncing Dot,
Italian virus.
Size: 1 024 bytes

Method of infection: Ping-pong installs memory-resi-
dent when an infected disk boots, hiding in upper
Ram above the 64 K barrier.

Symptoms: Before an attack BIOS will report that
upper RAM is reduced by 2 K. When the virus attacks,
a bouncing ball displays on your screen.

Damage: Upper RAM reduced by 2 K and 1 K of bad
sectors on infected disks.

Stoned virus

Boot sector virus -very common
Aliases: Stoned-B, Sex Revolution, Marijuana,
Hawaii, etc.
Size: 512 bytes

Method of infection: The Stoned virus stores itself on
a disk's original boot sector track, moving the original
boot sector track to another area.

Symptoms: When the virus attacks your screen dis-
is stoned" or

Brain Virus

Boot sector virus -common
Aliases: Pakistani, Pakistan Brain

~

message in disk


