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(Act 4, Scene 7)

4. The purpose of these lines is to show the reasons why Hamlet was not blamed for the murder of Polonius. Also the much wanted revenge on Hamlet.

b)  Claudius explains that he acted the way he did, burying Polonius secretly and not punishing Hamlet for the murder, because both the common people and the Queen love Hamlet very much. As a king and husband, he did not wish to upset either of them.

c) The bow imagery symbolizes Hamlets return to Denmark so revenge will ot be delayed.

(Act 5, Scene 1)

1. The gravedigger mentions Cain and “the first foul murder,” which reminds the audience that Claudius too, is a brother killer.

2. a)  Hamlet is about thirty years old.

b)  These lines do not give you a straight answer, but nearly hint at Hamlet’s age. The gravedigger’s statements regarding his own years of employment as a gravedigger and his statements regarding Yorick’s death prove this. 

3. a) It might be considered humorous because peasants are walking with courtiers. The class system might not exist anymore now that Claudius is in power. Hamlet is stating that, despite the different roles that people all look the same underneath in society.

b) Hamlet – “How long will a man lie I’ th’ earth ere he rot?”

Gravedigger – “Faith, if he be not rotten before he die”

· “ He will last you some eight year or nine year”

· “A tanner will last you nine year.”

4. It shows Hamlet’s different emotions. Up to this point he has been acting crazy and man, but now he has a compassionate and sad side to him. He reminisces on the days he spent wit Yorick when he was little. He asks the skull “where be your gibes now” your gambols? Your songs?..” in a way trying to recreate his childhood, so that he can being a happy place rather then the situation he is in now. 

5. Hamlet is trying to show how Yorick the jester’s skeleton looks exactly like that of Alexander the great and Julius Caesar. He is also trying to state how we die were not in the same position  “Alexander died, Alexander was buried, Alexander returneth to dust; the dust is earth; of earth we make loam; and why of that loam where to he was converted might they not stop a beer barrel?” … “Imperious Caesar, dead and turned to clay, trying to make Yorick sound better than Alexander and Caesar were both nothing after they died. Hamlet fixates on death’s inevitably and the disintegration of the body. He urges the skull to “get you to my lady’s chamber, and tell her, let her paint in inch thick, to this favor she must come” no one can avoid death. Hamlet also seems to be fascinated with the physical consequences of death. This concept is important because Hamlet often refers to every human body’s eventual decay. 

6. Hamlet claims he loves Ophelia at her funeral more than “Forty thousand brothers”. This is interesting because he did not comfort her or proclaim his love when she was alive and after her fathers death. 

(Act 5, Scene 2)

1. Hamlet tells Horatio how he has discovered the King’s plot against him. Also how he has turned the tables on Rosencrantz and Guildenstern. 

2. Hamlet behaves sarcastically polite to Osric because he is the king’s courtier. He also pokes fun at Laertes because he knows that Osric will return to give all the details to the King and Laertes. 

3. 
