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(Act 2, Scene 2)

7. A possible reason for mentioning Hecuba in line 526 is to contrast her to the queen, Gertrude. Hecuba was the Trojan queen, and the player from this scene reveals that when her husband Priam died, she expressed a great amount of grief. Unlike Hecuba, Gertrude hardly mourned her husband’s death at all, making her a foil to Hecuba. Hamlet probably mentioned this because his mother’s reaction to Hamlet’s death is bothering him.

8. Shakespeare has Hamlet ask about the murder of Gonzago because he wants the players to act it out, but with an added scene that depicts the king’s murder as the ghost had described it. This is his plan to prove Claudius’ guilt.

9. a) Hamlet may have mentioned Hecuba again to re-establish his thoughts that his mother’s reaction to Hamlet’s death was not appropriate. He uses this allusion as a tool, relating Hecuba’s tragedy to his own situation.


b) The themes revealed in the last ten lines are Appearance vs. Reality (what appears to be a regular play is actually part of a complex plot), and revenge (it is Hamlet’s pursuit to avenge his father’s death that leads him to come up with the plan).

(Act 3, Scene 1)
1. Shakespeare probably included this short speech by Claudius to show the reader his real feelings, as this is the first time he outwardly reveals them in the play. His speech serves as a reminder that he is facing an inner battle of guilty emotions while trying to appear normal to everyone else, which further enhances the theme of deception.

2. In this soliloquy, Hamlet ponders whether it is better to live or to commit suicide. He believes dying would take away all the pains of the world and yet it is the fear of the dreams after death and the uncertainty that keeps people from killing themselves before it is their time to go.
3. In the encounter, Ophelia returns love letters and Hamlet says that she should go to a nunnery (also can be a brothel) and that he believes there should be no more marriage. Hamlet mentions that he loved her, and then moments later says he never loved her.
4. He realizes that Polonius is listening in, which angers him.
5. Nunnery may also mean brothel.
6.   It hath made me mad. I say we will have

No more marriage. Those that are married already,

All but one, shall live.  The rest shall keep as they are. 

The line “all but one, shall live” foreshadows the death of Claudius.  Hamlet is enraged by the deception around him (i.e., the way that women deceive men by hiding their true face with makeup and making men act like monsters), and therefore says that he doesn’t believe in marriage any longer.  He then states that no one else shall get married (not even Ophelia and he himself), but also that the rest shall live as they are (either married or single).  To this statement he adds an exception, “all but one”, referencing to Claudius, whom he plans to kill, since Claudius is also deceitful in pretending to care about his brother’s death when in fact he is the one that killed him.  

b) The face imagery relates to the theme of deception/ appearances versus reality.  Hamlet points out how women use cosmetics to hide the real features/ expressions of their face often making themselves appear more beautiful.  As a result they deceive men and make them act like mad craving the women’s beauty.  Overall, the face imagery makes one realize that appearances don’t always portray the true nature of someone/something. 

c) Face imagery is a motif that reoccurs in Hamlet.

Previously Claudius said that he conceals the truth about how he feels about the murder that he committed behind a disguise- his fake words and face (56-62). 

7. Polonius is oblivious to the fact that Ophelia is in love with Hamlet.  He uses Ophelia to prove to the king that Hamlet’s love for Ophelia is the reason for his madness, however, Polonius does not realize that his tactics are also causing pain to his daughter.  Furthermore, it is ironic that Polonius is trying to prove that Hamlet’s love for Ophelia is the source of his madness when later on Ophelia’s love for Hamlet is one of the reasons for her madness.

(Act 3, Scene 2)

1. Hamlet’s passage touches on a popular theme in Shakespeare of reason versus emotion.  Hamlet points out that a right balance of reason and emotion is essential in making good decisions.  This further leads one to consider how too much emotion (if someone is “passion’s slave”) can lead to their downfall.  For example, it is argued that Hamlet’s emotions got in the way of his decision to kill Claudius.  His motive was not only to punish Claudius but also to get revenge by making Claudius suffer.  Due to this influx of emotion, Hamlet postponed killing Claudius, which ultimately led to his death as well.      

