
A MAN FOR ALL SEASONS  
by Robert Bolt 

ACT ONE Scene One

Role of The Common Man 

1. How does a simple, earthy, pot-bellied man in black tights prepare the way for the grandeur of court and the future clash of personalities in the play? What is alienating*about the Common Man's opening remarks?(p. 3-4) 

* Alienation in the theatre: Bertolt Brecht, the most important German dramatist of this century, believed that theatre should instruct. The playwright intends to break down the emotional rapport between actors and audience. To achieve the alienation effect, a playwright might use a character to admit that the stage is a stage, address the audience and comment on the action. 

Does everyone have a price? 

2. Notice that Bolt introduces a key theme at the outset, in Rich's assertion that "every man has his price," and shows us More's reaction to it. What does More suggest by his foreshadowing comment on being "profound" when Rich says: "Buy a man with suffering?" Why is Machiavelli* mentioned? (4-5) 

*Machiavelli, in a book called The Prince, expressed the philosophy 

that the ends justify the means. He believed in political expediency. Any acts of violence and deceit can be committed for the good of the state. 

Temptations 

3. Indicate the foreshadowing importance of the silver cup? (7-8) 

Symbolism 

4.Discuss the symbolism in the story of the falcon and heron as it 

applies to More's predicament. (11) 

Scene Two 

A Dispatch to Rome 

1.What argument does Wolsey use in favour of Henry needing an heir? (22) 

Symbolism of More's Dilemma 

2.What significance may be attached to the snuffing and the relighting 

of the candle? (22) 

The Ironies of Life 

3.What irony is there in More's last speech of the scene? 

II (A cleric) Like yourself, Your Grace?" (23-24) 


Act One 
Scene Three 

This scene at the dock is divided into three sections: a) More and the 

Boatman / b) Cromwell and More / c) Chapuys and More 

Prices and Schemes 

1. a) What is the purpose of this conversation between More and the 

Boatman especially when the boatman says: "I expect you'll make 

it worth my while, sir."? (24-8) 

b) What do we learn about Cromwell when he ironically defends More: 

"Fares are fixed."? 

c) Why does Chapuys contact More? 

d) Why are these scenes with Cromwell and Chapuys parallel? 

Scene Four: Critical of the Church 

1. a) Introduction to Roper. Why does More object to him? (29-31) 

b) Discuss the aptness of the comment that Roper represents the intellectual ferment of the times.  

Foreshadowing Disaster 

2. Discuss the foreshadowing reference to a splash at the end of the scene. "If Wolsey fell, the splash would swamp a few small boats like ours." (35) 

Scene Five Common Man - Someone With Whom We Can All Identify 

1 .How does the Steward earn his money? Show how the amateur has outwitted the professionals, Cromwell and Chapuys. (37-39) 

Scene Six 
Pressure on More 

1. King Henry's volatile nature swings from reason ("I respect your sincerity.") to rage ("No opposition! I say!") What proof does Henry offer as justification for his proposed course of action? (56)

Sold to the Highest Bidder 

2.Explain the reason for Rich’s visit. Why does he beg for help?(64) 

Thickets of the Law 

3. What argument does More use in support of man's law? (66) 

Scene 7 Absolute Power 

1. Explain Cromwell's theory of "convenience". (75-77) 

Machiavelli Strikes Again 

2. Explain the (candle flame) ending of the scene. (77) 

ACT TWO Scene 1 

1. What is the dramatic purpose of the opening speech by the Common Man as he addresses the audience directly in a honest and blunt manner? (81) 

2. How does the conversation with Chapuys concerning the "English Socrates” foreshadow his future? Are there uneasy parallels? (84) 

3. What evidence do we have in this scene of More's political wisdom when considering resistance as a signal or resignation, if the Church submits? (87-88) 

Scene 2 

1. What characteristics of More are revealed by his refusal to accept a) King Charles' letter b) money for the clergy? (107-9) 

2.What change in the standard of living does More’s family face? 

Scene 3 

1. Describe the charges brought against More and tell how he counters them. In doing this, explain the reference to the "Holy Maid of Kent" and "A Defence of the Seven Sacraments".(116) 

Scene 4 

1.a) State the quality More considered deeper than friendship (120-1) 

b) Explain how More broke his friendship with Norfolk. (122-3) 

2. How does More hope to survive this new law? 

Scene 5 

1. Explain why Thomas could not swear to The Act of Succession. 

2. What is Cranmer's function in the plot? (130-2) 

3. Why is Cromwell convinced that he must get More to submit?(137) 

Scene 6 

1. By what means does Meg tempt her father to give in? (139-41) 

Scene 7 

1. Explain what Cromwell means by his speech on silence. (151-2) 

2. Discuss the impact on the trial of Rich's perjury. (154-6) 

3. What does More mean when he says: "Why, Richard, it profits a man nothing to give his soul for the whole world ... But for Wales.” (158) 

