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Scene 5 Act 1

6.
Hamlet tells Horatio to not let on about Hamlet coming into contact with his father’s ghost. Hamlet warns that in the near future he may begin acting strangely, and tells Horatio (and the other men) to not act as if they would have suspected him to act in such a way, or that this behaviour was expected. Hamlet makes them swear that no matter how strangely he may act, to not let on about his ghostly encounter. 

Scene 1 Act 2

1. Ophelia was frightened as a result of what occurred when Hamlet came to visit her while she was sewing in her private room. As he entered the room his jacket was unbuttoned, no hat was upon his head, his stockings were dirty and had fallen to his ankles and he was extremely pale. He grabbed her by the wrist and held her there for some time, staring intensely. Releasing her he let out a sigh and moved his head up and down. He then slowly moved to the exit, head over his shoulder looking back at Ophelia whilst he walked.

Hamlet is behaving in this manner as a result of his planned “madness”, a scheme that was put into action shortly after coming into contact with his father’s ghost. However, this encounter with Ophelia may also have a genuine aspect, her having spurned him in order to obey her father’s wishes. His opinion of women may be severely distorted as a result of her refusal, and his mothers marriage to his uncle.

Scene 2 Act 2

1. a) The Queen suggests that Hamlets odd behavior may be a result of his father’s recent death. She also proposes that her quick marriage to his uncle Claudius may have caused this madness.

b) The audience is able to acknowledge that Hamlet has seen his father’s ghost, and has heard of the murder his uncle committed. This would have caused Hamlet to view their marriage even more negatively, his mother’s current husband having killed the original. The audience has also learned that it has been a mere two months since his father passed away. 

It is also known that Hamlet does not approve of the quick marriage, previously referring to his mother stating “O God, a beast that wants discourse of reason/Would have mourned longer!” and “She married. O, wicked speed, to post”.

2. a) Polonius believes that Hamlet is mad as a result of his love for Ophelia, referring to “The very cause of Hamlets lunacy” and stating “I will be brief. Your noble son is mad./“Mad” call I it.”

b) Polonius uses the evidence of Hamlet’s letter to Ophelia to support his beliefs.  He pinpoints Hamlets use of the word “beautified”, stating that this word is “an ill phrase, a vile phrase”. He later explains that he had told his daughter to remove herself from Hamlets presence, possibly causing him to fall into sadness, weakness, and later insanity. He suggests this is the cause of the letter he has written Ophelia. 

c) In order to convince the King and Queen, Polonius provides the evidence of the letter given to Ophelia by Hamlet. He tries to convince them by stating that he has never claimed something to be true which has later been proven untrue (implying that he is not a sneaky or deceitful person). The evidence he provides is not strong. The letter was written by Hamlet to Ophelia to express his feelings for her; it was meant to be a proof of his sanity or insanity, but rather shows his undying love for Ophelia. Ironically, Polonius tests this theory of Hamlet’s madness through interrogation and spying, both being deceitful and sneaky acts. Earlier on in the play when his son Laertes leaves for Paris, Polonius gives him his blessing, which proves false when Polonius later orders his servant to obtain information regarding Laertes’ activities in Paris. Therefore, the reasons that Polonius gives to the royals in support of his theory are themselves a lie, ever so ironically.

d) “In the secret parts of Fortune? O, most true! She is a strumpet. What news?” In this quote Hamlet makes reference to sexuality, mentioning living within Fortunes private parts/intimates. He also refers to her as a strumpet, this word used to describe women prostitutes. 

3. Hamlet is rude to Polonius as a result of his pompousness, and the way he is controlling Ophelia. Although Hamlet is seemingly mad, during their conversation Hamlet makes offensive statements, often referring to Polonius’s old age and his arrogance and self-importance. He refers to Polonius as a “fishmonger”, and even makes reference to his daughter stating “Have you a daughter? … Let her not walk i’ th’ sun”.

4. 
In the lines 188-237, Hamlet recognizes Polonius, but leads him to believe that he has mistaken him for a fish-seller. He then talks to Polonius about the goodness of man, and instructs to keep a watchful eye over his daughter, so she does not become pregnant. This is an example of dramatic irony, because the audience knows that Hamlet knows who Polonius is, and that Polonius does not want Hamlet to see Ophelia. Polonius on the other hand believes that Hamlet does not know who he is, and that his exchange with his daughter has remained a secret from Hamlet. Hamlet indirectly calls Polonius old, when describing the book he is reading, and by saying, “for yourself, sir, should be old as I am, if like a crab you could go backward.” Hamlet also answers vaguely to various efforts of small-talk made by Polonius, leading Polonius to believe that there is a method to Hamlet’s madness.

5.  “O Jepthahah, judge of Israel, what a treasure hadst thou!” In a biblical story Jepthahah mistakenly sacrificed his own daughter through a rash vow. 

Hamlet refers to Polonius as Jepthahah because he does not do the best for his daughter and does not have her best interest in mind. He makes decisions to suite his own needs more so then hers, which will eventually lead to her downfall. (This foreshadows her death later on in the play)

b) The biblical allusion on line 400, “And yet, to me, what is this quintessence of dust?” refers to man, the ultimate creation from dust. Hamlet is speaking about how mo man impresses him.

6.
Upon the arrival of the touring band, Hamlet convinces one of the actors to give a speech. He requests the storytelling of the downfall of Troy, and the slaughter of Priam, King of Troy. Priam is unable to defend himself and his city. This parallels the inability of King Hamlet to save himself from his own murder, brought upon by his very own brother. Pyrrhus, the conqueror of Troy is portrayed as strong and merciless, paralleling King Claudius.

 “And never did the cyclops' hammers fall On Mars's armor, forged for proof etern,With less remorse than Pyrrhus' bleeding sword Now falls on Priam”. This quote, makes reference to Cyclops, a mythological creature with one eye, and Mar’s, the God of War. It illustrates the little empathy that Pyrrhus held for Priam, and the severity at which the blow was dealt unto Priam. 

The remorse Claudius felt towards the poisoning of his own brother was much the same, and can be related to this phrase. Reference is also made to Hecuba, the wife of Priam. "Break all the spokes and fellies from her wheel," refers to the “wheel of fortune”, a concept of medieval philosophy involving the unpredictable nature of fate. Hamlet is obviously upset with fate, causing him to want and destroy it.
7. Hecuba is mentioned as she was widowed during the fall of Troy, her husband being King Priam. The weeping of Hecuba was the pinnacle of the play, displaying all the grief and sorrow of having lost a loved one. This parallels Gertrude, and contrasts the fact that she has remarried a mere two months after her husbands death.

8. 
The Murder of Gonzago is requested by Hamlet because this play is about a King who murders his lovers husband in a garden, paralleling what King Claudius has done to his brother. Hamlet plans to add his own speech into the play, using it as a “mousetrap” for his uncle to identify if he truly committed the murder.

9. a) Hecuba is referred to a second time in order to further emphasize the difference between her and Hamlets mother. Hecuba grieved long and with great sorrow after her husbands death. Meanwhile his mother mourned for less then a month, and remarried within two.

b) The theme of the complexity of action is portrayed and established in the last ten lines of the scene. Hamlet refers to the devil, questioning if the ghost was merely used as a way for his soul to be damned to hell. He states that if in fact his uncle had killed the King, he will take immediate action. Although Hamlet wants to be certain, through his questioning he is merely postponing what is inevitable. 

