English – Carly, Shannon and Sarah

Hamlet 

Act 1 Scene 4

3. “Something is rotten in the state of Denmark” what Mercellus is trying to say is that something is ‘up’ or ‘not right’ in the state.

Scene 5

1. The ghost is tormented, and suffering in the flames of hell. He desperately wished Hamlet to take revenge on his death.

b) The ‘weed’ imagery here warns Hamlet of what he may become if he does not follow his father/ the ghost’s wishes. ‘I find thee apt; and duller shandst be than the fat weed…”

2. The ghost reveals that a) he was killed with sins unrepented. B) he can not rest until his murder is brought to justice c) Claudius killed him d) Claudius seduced the queen e) if Hamlet does not get revenge he will be just as bad as Claudius.

3. Hamlet makes Horatio and Marcellus swear to secrecy about the ghost and his revelations.

4. Line 168 may be confusing to the audience because the ghost is off stage yet still talking.

5. Hamlets famous words to Horatio are “There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio.” Essentially what Hamlet does is try to show Horatio that it could still possibly be worse.

6. Hamlet’s plan is to pretend to be “perplexed” or “dubias of his reason” basically to act crazy.

Act 2 Scene 2

1. a) Her reasons are Hamlet’s father’s death and his mother and uncles quick wedding.

b) Hamlet has already stated that he disapproved the marriage.

2. a) Polonius’ theory is that Hamlet is just insane. B) pretty valid because it was his (Hamlet’s) letter c) we know polonius is wrong, yet he believes he is entirely correct

3. Hamlet behaves unkindly to polonius in lines 188-273 and 404-444 because he is beginning the plan he discussed to act crazy. He is also trying to get Polonius to feel guilty or confess what he knows about his fathers death.

4. a&b) humans are a “piece of work” , fabricated in a way but why should I admire something that comes from the ground. Hamlet admires no one.

5. he is almost suggesting that Polonius is sacrificing Ophelia for his own personal needs.

6.  The mythological references directly relate to the situation that is taking place in the story. The implications were to stir up feelings of guilt.

8. Because he wants the player to perform the play of the murder of Gonzago for the court. The play will hopefully stir emotion in the king to confess to Hamlet’s father’s murder.

