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Act 3 Scene 2 

2 a) The reference to Julius Caesar was relevant because Caesar was assonated by Brutus and this foreshadows that Polonius will be killed by someone who will be back- stabbing and possibly betray him as Brutus did to Julius Caesar. Also the relationship between Brutus and Julius Caesar is relevant since they were close friends as Claudius and Hamlet (the first) were as well as being brothers.  Brutus and Claudius were able to kill a dear friend in order to get what they want, which shows that they have a strong personality and are selfish. 

b) Hamlet’s father, the King, was killed four months ago at this point in the plot. 

3) The play was an interesting strategy that Hamlet uses to confirm that Claudius was the murder of his father since it is difficult for him to rely on the voice of a ghost. Many of the audience and Shakespeare’s day would have thought this to be clever and original even though some of the characters were not original. The play tells the story of Gonzago, the duke of Vienna, and his wife, Baptista, who marries his murdering nephew, Lucianus. 

4) The purpose of the play is to "trap" the King to confirm that he committed the murder of King Hamlet.  By naming the play Mouse trap, Claudius is being compared to a mouse, someone who can easily be tricked.  Also the title Mouse trap is appropriate because it is the story of a murder, so when Claudius sees a murder on stage his reaction will give Hamlet the opportunity to reinforce his believes that his Uncle killed his Father. The King Claudius' reaction was very surprised and now has began to think about the crime he has committed.  While thinking about his crime he becomes scarred and fears that Hamlet knows and that he may expose him and therefore later we see him confessing his sins.

5 a) The Elizabethans would have enjoyed the exchange between lines 372- 402 because it is a test of wits and how to out speak your opponent. Hamlet uses the simile of the act of playing a recorder to the act of playing a person. He corners Guildenstern into a false sense of power and then wins by exposing his game and explaining that he cannot be played.

b) This exchange reveals that Hamlet is quick minded and very observant because he understood what Guildenstern was doing and turned the game back onto him. 

6) We are now at the pivotal part of the play because Hamlet has just proven the guilt of Claudius for killing Old Hamlet with Claudius’ reaction from the play. Also because Hamlet now knows that he must avenge his father and kill Claudius but not harm Gertrude, his mother. This relates to the crises of the play because it adds more stability to the act of revenging Hamlet’s father by giving evidence, other then the apparition’s words, that Claudius killed his father. Also Hamlet is more inclined to kill Claudius after being sure that he is the guilty person.

Scene 3 

1) Polonius is going to spy on Hamlet’s conversation with Gertrude so that he can tell the king what Hamlet is up to. 

2) In the king’s soliloquy it is revealed that the king has guilt and grief over his sin of killing his brother to gain power. He longs for forgiveness and prays but admits that he is not sorry enough about committing murder to give up the crown and Gertrude. 

b) Claudius is making these comments in confessional but as he says these words Hamlet is there and hears the king confessing his sins. 

3a) Hamlet does not seize the moment when he has a chance to kill Claudius because Hamlet feels that if he kills Claudius while in prayer then Claudius will be sent to heaven and he will then be sent to hell for Claudius’ murder. This is because Claudius will then be rid of his sins, and Hamlet does not feel that Claudius is worthy of going to heaven and that he must wait until he finds Claudius in a sinning manner. This is both rationalizing and procrastinating on Hamlets part because in those days religion was huge part of their lives and Hamlet did not feel that his murderess uncle deserved to be sent to a place of peace. Hamlet felt that Claudius deserved to go to Hell since his father Hamlet the first did not have a chance to confess his sins to redeem himself and therefore was sent to Hell. On the other hand Hamlet seems to come to this drastic change in mind very quickly, which gives the impression that Hamlet may not be 100% sure of his decision to kill his uncle as revenge for killing his father. 
b) The irony in the last few words that the King says is that words without meaning do not reach heaven and in King Claudius confession he basically says that even though he does not regret his decision to kill his brother and marry his brother’s widow he still wants forgiveness. This is basically counter crosses what he previously said because clearly Claudius does not mean his word to God and therefore he has set himself up for failure in the respect that he does not deserve to go to heaven due to the fact that he did not mean his words during his confession to God.
Scene 4
1a) Hamlet opens up his feelings to his mother about her marrying Claudius and his suspicions and thoughts about Claudius and his evil plan to send Hamlet to England to die off his chest. 
b) Hamlet’s reaction to his murderous act is that he takes his aggression out on his mother/Queen Gertrude about his feelings about her marrying Claudius so soon after her husband’s death.
c) Hamlet points to an old picture of his once father to remind his mother about her love and commitment to him she had for so long, and how it was thrown away and given to his brother who evidently killed him, so quickly after his death. This also gives the allusion that Hamlet has not yet given up complete hope in his mother for her to trust him and for her to start making the right decisions when it comes to dealing with Claudius.
d) Hamlet relates his dead father to roots and weeds again when he talks to his mother and ask her, “Have you eyes?” (Line 75). This mention of weeds and especially “mildewed ear” brings the audiences perspective back to the fact that Hamlet’s father is now being consumed by the earth and that King Hamlet died because of poison, which was poured into his ear by his brother Claudius.
2)  The Queen’s age can be estimated around 45-50 year old. 
