
Hamlet Answers

Act 1

Scene 1
1. He adds interest in the opening scene by creating a ghost of the king.  This causes fear and suspense to intrigue the audience and keep them interested in the rest of the play. 

2. In this scene, there is a political subplot: King Hamlet has defeated and killed the King of Norway.  The King of Norway’s son, Prince Fortinbras, wishes to avenge his father by reclaiming the lost territory.  This subplot is a parallel to the plot of Hamlet and his father, King Hamlet. When the King of Norway dies, Prince Fortinbras doesn’t become king, the King’s brother does, Just like when King Hamlet dies, Hamlet doesn’t become king, Claudius does. Later, Hamlet recognizes his inaction when he realizes that he had more reason to take revenge than Prince Fortinbras, yet the Prince is fighting and people are dying over a small piece of land, yet Hamlet cannot seem to do anything productive.

3. Allusion - indirect reference to something famous

b) There are many historical and biblical allusions in the line “A mote...” Interestingly, when Horatio says “A mote is trouble to the mind’s eye” the use of the word mote is only a pun, and it is intended to be interpreted as “A moth is trouble to the mind’s eye,” since the moth represents unpredictability, and Horatio cannot predict what will happen with the ghost. The speech continues to say “the mightiest Rome”, and here, mightiest is used in a biblical sense to imply that Rome is the center of Catholicism, and to also imply that the ghost is in purgatory. Furthermore, Horatio makes reference to Julius Caesar and his omens.  Horatio and the Guards have not seen any of these omens, yet the still feel the ghost is very ominous.  Later, Polonius will tell Hamlet that he as played the role of Julius Caesar in a play, so Horatio foreshadows Polonius’ death by someone close to him in the future. Lastly, the “Disasters...in the moist star” is the moon, which alludes the Queen Elizabeth I, who is represented by Queen Gertrude, who will be “sick until doomsday”, and Gertrude later says that sin is sickness in her soul.

Scene 2
1. Oxymoron - figure of speech that combines two apparently contradictory ideas.

b) Mirth in funeral - happiness at a funeral

Dirge in marriage - sadness at a marriage

This is a contradicting idea, since it would otherwise be expected that you would experience sadness at a funeral and happiness at marriages.

2. A pun is a play on words to create a humorous effect. Gives a word a double meaning.

b) “But now, my Cousin Hamlet, and my son,” “A little more than kin and less than kind,” is a humorous  since the words have many implications.  Hamlet is saying that he dislikes when Claudius refers to him as his son, and kind can be used like child, so Hamlet is realizing that now he is more than a cousin but less than his child. Kind is also used to express his dislike towards Claudius by saying that he will not be kind to him like family members are to one another, and he is also saying that Claudius is not his kind of person. “How is it that the clouds still hang on you?” “I am too much in the sun.” Here, clouds means Hamlet’s sad expression, and sun means son.  This play on words is Hamlets objection to being called Claudius’ son. Also, sun is used as brightness, and Hamlet is mocking Claudius stupidity at pretending to be ignorant of the cause behind Hamlets mood.  He is sarcastically saying that he is too impressed by Claudius’ royal brightness. 

3. Hamlet vents his feelings of anger on the new marriage between his uncle and mother. It was too soon after his father’s death.  He feels like all kinds of bad things have happened at once, almost as if it is a personal attack. Hamlet realizes that to be dead and ghostlike is to be invulnerable.  His words could imply that if he was certain that he was going to heaven he would kill himself, but they could also mean that Hamlet wished God would make Claudius destined to accidentally kill himself. 

b)The weed garden imagery is associated with shame for Hamlet, and it is also a subtle allusion to Saint Gertrude, the saint of gardening.  Claudius (and sort of Gertrude) are seen as the weeds, and Claudius is described as “rank and gross in nature”, to imply that that is the type of person he his. Claudius, the metaphorical weed, is taking over the “garden” of the castle Elsinore (where Hamlet lives).

4. Hamlet compares his father to a sun god compared to a goat like satyr. It also says he treated his wife with greatness not letting the winds graze her face too roughly.

5. Women are less than men and more frail, and Hamlet feels that Gertrude’s frivolous actions with Claudius are because she is a woman, and she is partly excused since she cannot help her weaker gender.

Scene 3
1. a) Laertes tells Ophelia to not trust hamlet’s promises of love since men are always focused on sex, and Hamlet probably just wants to have sex with her.  It seems as though Laertes is talking a bit about himself and his own preoccupation with sex. 

b) It appears that Laertes cares greatly about Ophelia, but he never takes the time to ask her for her opinion, or to sympathize with her.  He simply preaches at her and assumes that he knows about Hamlet, when he may actually behave differently with Ophelia.  Also, Laertes does not have the courtesy to offer to write to Ophelia - he simply demands a letter from her instead. It could be seen that he is obsessed with sex, and he wanted to find a way to talk about it with Ophelia since he doesn’t appear to have any other friends to talk with. 

2. Shakespeare has incredible command of the english language.  It is amazing how here, he is able to manipulate the words to get his intended meaning across. He also has a great vocabulary, using words such as calumnious. 

3. Ophelia will use this lesson for Laertes to protect her heart from being broken by Hamlet.  She also realizes that Laertes is becoming a bit pompous, and she is reminding him to have integrity in Paris. She is telling him to listen to his own lesson and be careful where he ‘shoots his arrows’, which has a sexual implication.

4. a) I like the precept - to thine own self be true (line 84)since it reminds him to be himself. I also like the precept - Give thy thoughts no tongue - keep your thoughts to yourself since if you don’t there may be bad consequences.

b) Polonius starts here by giving all sorts of important advice but throughout the rest of the play he is ridiculed by Hamlet and others.  He seems wise and worldly since he is giving advice to Laertes, yet he often doesn’t hede his own advice and he acts rashly.  As well, Polonious seems to care deeply for his children and wants the best for them, but later we see that he often has only his own interests in mind. 

c) Juxtaposition - an act or instance of placing close together or side by side, esp. for comparison or contrast. He is telling her that she is being foolish to believe that Hamlet actually loves her. His scolding is similar to Laertes saying that Ophelia should not believe in Hamlet’s love, yet Polonious now seems very cruel and inconsiderate when he says this, since Laertes was so much more gentle.


