Group Hamlet Questions:

Act 3 Scene 3- Act 4 Scene 4

By Meagan, Emma, Morgan, and Hannah 

ACT 3: Scene 3

1. Polonius tell Claudius that he is going to the queens’ chambers, where she has summoned Hamlet to speak with him about the evening’s events, the play, his rash behaviour, and fins out what is bothering him. Polonius plans to eavesdrop on the pair and see what Hamlet says. 

b) Claudius’ soliloquy is a confession to the audience that he was indeed responsible for his brother’s death.  This confirms that Hamlet’s conversation with the Ghost in Act 1 Scene 5 was correct.  Claudius also reveals some guilt for his actions but also says that it is outweighed by the pleasures and benefits of the crown. This tells that audience that he will follow through on his plan to ship Hamlet away for execution, as discussed earlier in the act.

2. The reason why Claudius confesses and makes the comments in his soliloquy is because he is distressed by his secret murder and reacted publicly due to Hamlet’s scheme (the play).  His conscience finally active, he feels the need to confess and purify himself. 

3.  a) Hamlet does not seize the critical moment to kill his uncle due to a moments hesitation and his, ultimately fatal, procrastination. Aside from the fact that he is no “Hercules” (I, 2, 158), Hamlet justifies his lack of action in that he will wait to kill Claudius until he has sinned, as then Claudius’s soul will be damned as King Hamlet’s was when he was murdered, and thus Hamlet will have true revenge. 

b) The irony in Claudius’s last words (102-103) is that he states that he was not genuinely praying during the soliloquy, which Hamlet, watching his uncle, thought he was.  Claudius states that he does not feel enough remorse in his actions to make a true confession, and thus Hamlet could have justifiably achieved revenge by killing him then and there, preventing the rest of the events of the plot.

Scene 4
1. a) In this scene, Hamlet reveals that he is very angry with his mother for betraying his father and marrying his brother. 

b) Hamlet’s reaction to his unintentional murder of Polonius is very minimal and anti-climactic, as he only says that it was deserved for intruding, and not as appalling as his mother’s betrayal. 

c) Hamlet conveys his feelings of disgust and anger of his mother’s infidelity by contrasting his father and his uncle. He alludes to Hyperion, the sun god, and another god Mercury when describing his father, thus saying that he was as great as a divine being and was a beautiful and powerful ruler. Meanwhile, he refers to Claudius as a mouldy plant (74) and a barren land (76-77), concluding that he is a much lesser man that his brother. 

d) The weed imagery in lines 74 -75 depict Claudius as the mouldy plant which ‘blasts’, or taints, ‘his wholesome brother’.  The weeds/ mould imagery represents the evil present in Claudius’s soul. 

2.  The queen is approximately fifty years old, due to that her son, Hamlet, is 
a grown man and he admonishes his mother for not acting appropriately 
for her age (95-98).

3. During lines 125- 156, Hamlet is set upon by his father’s ghost, whom does 
not appear to the queen, to remind Hamlet of his duty and orders him not 
to antagonize and upset his mother. 

4. Shakespeare included the queen’s comments in line 157-159 to make it clear 
that she could not see the ghost or apparition with whom Hamlet was 
conversing, furthering her suspicions that her son is mad. 

ACT 4 Scene 1 

1. After hearing about the murder of Polonius, the king realizes that Hamlet had stabbed through the curtain, intending to kill him instead of Polonius; “It had been so with us, had we been there” (IV,1,14). He realizes that he is still in danger, as is everyone. 

Scene 3 

1. Line four can be used to explain why Claudius does execute Hamlet himself, quickly and efficiently. Hamlet is loved ‘of the distracted multitude’ or unsettled public, and thus his death would cause a tumultuous uprising. 

2. In lines 17- 40, Hamlet, in an ‘exchange of wit’, makes puns and jokes about Polonius’s death (ie: where his is being eaten for dinner, going to heaven to look for him). 

3. Claudius’s letter tells the British king to execute Hamlet.  He can expect that this order will be obeyed because of Denmark’s seniority and power over England at that time.

Scene 4

1. The political subplot continued in scene four (Fortinbras’ entrance with his army, plan to attack) relate to Hamlet’s situation in that Fortinbras and Hamlet are both trying to avenge their father’s death. Hamlet is planning to kill Claudius for murdering his father and Fortinbras is planning a bloody attack on Elsinore to get revenge on Hamlet’s father, who killed the King of Norway, Fortinbras father, in a former battle. 

2. Hamlet’s soliloquy which follows the interaction with the Norwegian captain basically illustrates Hamlet’s desperation to fulfill his father’s last request. He is disgusted with himself for not having have acted sooner and realizes that he has been procrastinating and wasting his time, not using the powers which God has given him (38-41).  He states that he should be inspired to act by the events taking place around him (ie: Fortinbras’ risky siege), but also knows that his overanalyzing the consequences and his fear, are inhibiting his ability to take action. He concludes that from that point onwards,  he must only think of the task ahead and accomplish his goal. 

