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Act 4

Scene 6:

1. a. He simply has Horatio read a letter that in great detail explains many different things to have happened that would’ve taken longer to explain in conversation or explanation.

b. It is revealed that Hamlet figured out Claudius’ plot to kill him. So he boarded a pirate ship and is returning to Denmark.

Scene 7:

1. The king plans to poison Hamlet to kill him. He will do this in multiple ways to guarantee results. First he will have Laertes challenge Hamlet to a duel and wound Hamlet with a poison tipped dagger. If that fails he will have a poisoned drink to offer Hamlet.

2. Laertes agrees because Hamlet killed Laertes’ father as well his rejection of Ophelia led to her madness. The King manipulates Laertes into believing that it is the only honorable way to avenge his father. When Ophelia’s death is announced, he finally agrees. 

3. A. Hearing about Ophelia further frustrates Laertes and supports his decision to assist in the plot to kill Hamlet. Laertes has even more personal investment now. 

b. Ophelia drowned herself in the brook by the castle.

Act 5:

Scene 1:

1. a. To provide comedic relief after such somber events have just occurred.

b. The king responds by burying Ophelia in a noble grave, despite her having committed suicide.

c. Constant reference to the boat or to parts of a boat that have to do with a bow.

2. Because Cain killed his brother (Abel), similar to the actions of Claudius in reference to the killing of his brother King Hamlet.

3. a. Roughly 30 years old.

b. This was told because Hamlet was amused as a child by the jester, who it was said died years ago that combined with Hamlet’s childhood would make him roughly 30. This also told about the respect given to jesters in that day. As well, Hamlet was born the day Denmark defeated senior Fortinbras, and everyone remembers it.

4. a. Because with the comedy of that age, the people understood the hidden implications of the humor and the jokes. They were current day commentaries that are not relevant to modern day as we do not understand all the jokes.

b. Line 177, 186, references to dead bodies becoming skulls in the dirt.

5. It shows Hamlet’s “human” side. That he still cares and respects people, and is not insane. It gives Hamlet’s age by showing he was a child when Yorick died and shows his caring nature.

6. Hamlet is asking if what he is doing is respectable. Caesar and Alexander are used as examples of leaders respected for aggressive action.

7. It is strange, and the only conclusion could be that Hamlet thought it would be best not to try to comfort her. Perhaps after their fight, Hamlet thought Ophelia would not want to see him, or he may not have had time to go and see her. 

Scene 2:

1. It is said that Hamlet turned the tables on Rosencrantz and Guildenstern after discovering the king’s plot to kill him.

2. Because he is a courier, and Hamlet wants to question the challenge of Laertes and Claudius, as he is hesitant to participate in the duel. Hamlet feels threatened. He is worried he may be not as good a swordsman as Laertes, and would not want to lose. 

3. He uses opposing reputation to make a straight point and comparison. In this soliloquy Hamlet basically says that he is willing to die, if that is going to happen. Life is no longer important to him. Essentially he has answered “To be or not to be?” His answer is a metaphorical soliloquy which translates to  ‘Whatever.” 

