Hamlet Questions Act 5 Scene 1 #4 – 8
4. In this passage Hamlet comments on how the peasants are starting to “become so near the heel of the courtier.” This means that the gap between the classes is not as present as it used to be. The audience would enjoy this humor because it is poking fun at the class system present at that time. In this passage Hamlet says the peasants have become more witty and clever and that they are starting to joke about the nobleman. In Shakespearean times this type of humour would be targeted towards the grounders (or peasants who would stand in front of the stage). These people would enjoy feeling wittier than the richer nobles sitting in the better seats behind them. 
b) This quote again shows the theme of death and rotting that is portrayed throughout the play. The play consistently makes the point of death being common and inevitable and these simple remarks about rotting add to that. The idea about the leather worker lasting the longest brings back to the idea that Hamlet has stated before that death is unavoidable and will come to everyone regardless of personal success, in this example it is a leatherworker that lasts the longest not a rich nobleman.
5. This quote is really important because it shows Hamlet’s views on death and how it will come to everyone eventually. It also gives the impression that Hamlet views life as a pointless existence because we will all die eventually. This is backed up when he asks yorick “Where be your gibes now? Your gambols? Your songs?” and also when he mentions that Yorick must go to his lady’s room and tell her that no matter how much make up she puts on she will end up dead and rotted one day too.
6. This is a continuation of the speech with Yorick above. Here he again makes it seem like life is pointless because we will all die. Here he is saying how even great men will eventually come to the same fate as commoners when they are buried. 
Scene 2
1. In the section Hamlet reveals how he found out about the king’s plot against him by opening a document containing the king’s instructions to have Hamlet’s head cut off as soon as possible. Hamlet then rewrote the letter with new instructions, saying that the messengers should be killed. Hamlet had his father’s seal, which is how he was able to be convincing enough to get Rosencrantz and Guildenstern killed. 
2. Osric interrupts him, tries to flatter him afterwards but Hamlet thinks he is trying to insult his intelligence. Also, Hamlet says that Osric isn’t a very likeable or nice person but since he has a lot of land he is respected by society.
3. Here he again shows how he believes that our lives are already worked out and what is destined to happen will happen regardless of what we do. He tells Horatio that he will fight the duel even though the odds are against him because he cannot change his fate. He is asking rhetorical questions and not allowing anyone to answer him.
4. In his apology Hamlet uses the defense of insanity to justify his actions. He says that he is not guilty for the murder of Leatres father but his mental insanity is. He tries to separate himself from his madness to cover his anger and hatred for the king.
5. He says he accepts his apology but cannot forgive him because of the issue of honour. He feels that by accepting Hamlet’s apology he would be tarnishing his honour.
6. The idea of very complicated and intricate plans to complete somewhat of a simple task.
7. There are 5 tragic deaths King, Ophelia, Leartes, Hamlet, Queen, and 6 if you include the New King which is not as tragic. 
8. Fortinbras comes to the castle to confront the King. Except he finds the nobles dead and is told that Hamlet has given his “vote” to fortinbras as king. At this time the new leader would have been selected from a group of nobles including Hamlet who would have had a large say in the new leader. This is also the continuation of evil, because the internal and private affairs of the monarchy has now allowed for a new leader from a neighboring country to take over. The actions throughout the play are evil acts, and each act committed is continuing evil, this last scene represents the expanse of the evil. 
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