Act Five

Scene 1

2. Why does Hamlet use the reference to Cain? 77Ff

According to the Bible, Cain was the first in the human history to commit a murder (he killed his brother). The reference to such vicious case shows Hamlet's great shock by how neglectful and disrespectful people can be in relation to already dead ones who could have been great people. It also emphasizes the significance of the death that causes once famous and good people to be forgotten and their corpse to be played with, like the gravedigger did with the found skull.

3. a) 140-190 How old is Hamlet?

Hamlet is about 30 years old.

b) Note the comment for these lines.

Hamlet remarks that the common people became very smart and capable of responding to the noble people in a worthy manner. Also he finds out what the people outside of his palace know about him going crazy and being sent to England for recovery. As an addition, he discovers that that skull they gravedigger played with is of the King's old jester that hamlet used to play with when he was a kid.

4. 140-6 Why would the audience enjoy this humour?

They would enjoy it because the gravedigger plays on words while talking to Hamlet that makes the dialogue more interesting and fun even though the discussed topic is grievous. It takes the moment's tension off a bit and the audience is not greatly stressed by the news about whose skull was played with whereas Hamlet is heavily affected by that discovery because he used to know the dead very well.

b) Note more 'rotting' imagery 168-73.

The gravedigger ridicules that some people are "rotten" even before their funeral whereas some corpse do not rot for prologned times after they have been buried. It is related to the human personality. Some of the people are so repugnant in relation to others that they "rot" long before their death which is caused by the way they treat other people and how those people wish them nothing good. Other people, like Yorick, bring joy to surrounding world and even after they die their corpse remain unrotten for some time because they were so joyous and lively.

5. What is the impact of these famous words of Hamlet? 190ff

These lines show how close hamlet was to the owner of the skull and how sad it is for him to see only a skull left of such a great person he used to know. Also by saying "Now get you to my lady's chamber and tell her, let her paint an inch thick, to this favor she must come. Make her laugh at that. ", he means that no matter how well people mask themselves from outer world and what good or bad deeds they do, all of them will end up in the grave, just like the King's jester.

6. What is the intent of lines, in particular to Caesar and Alexander 202-23?

The intent of those lines is to show how insignificant the lives of the very significant people can be when they die in comparison with the living people. They were once great and important and made people to bend under their greatness. However, after they die, they turned into dust that no one ever cares about.

Scene 2

1. What additional parts of the plot are told directly to us? 15-69

When Hamlet was sent to England, he found a letter among his two attendants' belongings that said that he must be executed. As a revenge for such a detestable betray, Hamlet wrote a new letter that said that the two attendants must be executed, but not him. He had his father ring with him, so he was able to seal the letter officially. Thus, he came back to Denmark safe.

2. Why does Hamlet behave this way with Osric? 92-200

Hamlet is mocking the overly affected manner and language of how Osric spoke and acted. Hamlet teasingly calls Osric an insect who is well treated because he owns many lands. He forces Osric to stop waving the air with his hat and asks him to wear it instead. We can tell that Hamlet is bothered by how Osric is living a pseudo life. This can be also a bit of a comedy relief from Shakespeare, considering how Hamlet mocks Osric without him noticing.

3. 233-8 How do Hamlet's words echo his most famous soliloquy?

In this scene, Hamlet explains how everything was destined in God's plan. He says no mankind knows what comes after death, therefore let it be. This is significance to the soliloquy because Hamlet senses danger, and he wants to be prepared for his destiny. Hamlet concludes at the end that he does not fear death. "Since no man of aught he leaves knows, what is 't to leave betimes? Let be."

4. 240ff: Hamlet's apology contains a defence. What is it?

Hamlet's defence in this apology is his mental illness, "His madness is poor Hamlet's enemy." He also explains that it is a distraction and it is not his will. Hamlet is basically referring it to the emotional shock that have overwhelmed him since he found out that his father's death was a murder.

5. 260ff: Laertes shows us another parallel to Hamlet's life.

Laertes confuses the audiences with the irony statement of honor and revenge. He has a different concept of honor than Hamlet and that his mode of seeking revenge has already been set in motion.

6. 286-359 Another of Shakespeare's favorite themes is show here.

Cladius prepares a poisoned drink for Hamlet, but instead his wife and Hamlet's mother drinks it first. Even though the King feels guilty about the innocent soon death of the Queen, he does not stop her from drinking the deadly wine. Therefore, trying to deal with his troubles and consciousness, he causes even more troubles that contribute to the feeling of guilt inside even more. The ambition and the desire of reaching the personal goals causes the people's downfall.

7. Tally up all the tragic deaths in this play.

The following people died: Hamlet's father, Polonius, Ophelia, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, the Queen, Laertes, Cladius and Hamlet himself. Overall, it is 9 people.

8. How does the Fortinbras sub-plot conclude?

All royal family of the Denmark is dead. At that moment, Fortinbras arrives with his army and occupies the royal palace with dead bodies in it.

b) How does it parallel the plot and themes politically on a macro level?

The appearance of Fortinbras at the moment when the corrupted and weakened royal family is all dead puts up the question of political legitimacy once again. Now Fortinbras is presented as a strong-willed and capable leader. However, there is no sign or foreshadowing about how his governing of the country will go and whether he will be able to restore the moral authority of the state that has been ruined by Cladius.

