COPC – Adapting to Change: Managing Urbanization in Rural America
DRAFT


Community Dialogue Series

Stakeholders Meeting #2

Thursday, April 27, 2006

7:30 – 8:30 AM - Morris Senior/Community Center

(Refreshments served!)

Tentative Agenda

1) Welcome and Introductions

a. new visitors included

(1) Anthony Ekren of the West Dairy Farm

(2) Peggy A. Kill of the Salvation Army

(3) Sam Schuman of UMM

2) Review of the April 7th Meeting – minutes attached

a. Elaine gave a quick overview, which can be found on a personal website Sal made

3) Review of Services being provided for diverse communities in Morris  (attached - prepared by Sal Monteagudo)

a. Have you traveled to another country where English wasn’t the main language?

b. Share your experiences:

(1) Sam-China

(2) Peggy-Dominican Republic

c. 8 Dimensions for a Healthy Commun

(1) Life Long Learning

(a)  this was a long extensive topic, which we took most of the time discussing. I shared about how I used to visit the primary and secondary schools to share about my ethnic heritage (e.g. culture, history, etc…) through Morris Community Ed’s “Global Exchange” program ran by Char Zinda.

4) What services are missing and need to be added (brainstorming session)

a. Translation

(1) English to Spanish

(2) Spanish to English

(3) ?

*use resources available-including UMM’s United Latinos & Spanish Club (club/organization)

b. Educational Resources

         (1)  “New Minnesotans Tool Kit”

5) What activities are desirable/needed to encourage a welcoming environment for diverse residents

a. Educational activities – pubic forums featuring speakers/panels/individuals on diversity topics – from Morris and other communities

b. Festivals, fairs, picnics etc. – events to celebrate our community and it’s diversity

c. Diversity Moments – start electronically delivered articles, newspaper or radio interviews featuring issues of diversity

d. Link UMM events such as the International Fair to the Morris community

6) How can we better educate ourselves on the issues as stakeholders

a. use resources, such as the “Welcome New Minnesotans Tool Kit” by having a video presentation with our group

b. have a public resource center-possibly the Morris Public Library, which was discussed that a current center exists.

7) Where do we go next!

a. take steps-“one step at a time”

b. share list given by Sonia on “Welcome New Iowans”

8) Next Meeting 

a. in three weeks?
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