April 5, 2005


Morris Community Church Vision for:

Reusing the Old Morris Elementary School, Auditorium and Parking Lot

Background on Morris Community Church

Morris Community Church was founded in Morris in 1982 out of a stream of churches called the,  “New Testament Churches”.  These fellowships average in size around 2 to 300, with some as large as 3,000 in attendance around the nation and the world.  Morris Community Church, or “MCC” as it is called, has 150 active members.  We began renting the Elementary School Auditorium in 1997 to meet the needs of a growing congregation.  MCC is interested in exploring options to use the Old Elementary School in the following ways:

1. Church Home

The auditorium and gymnasium would be ideal as a central location for our church in many ways. The facility is large enough to handle our Sunday services, as well as centrally located, and easily accessible.  Morris Community Church has always had a strong involvement with the campus of UMM, which is located only a few blocks away. The location of this building is advantageous in that many of our student attendees walk to church. The Old High School building, adjacent to the auditorium, has several spacious classrooms, which would be ideal for Sunday School, Children’s Church, Ministry school and Office Space.  The parking lot to the south of the Auditorium is large, easy to find, and would be perfect for a church parking lot.

2. Community Outreach

A chemical dependency program called “Most Excellent Way” began in the Fall of 2004 by MCC and community members to help those affected with addictions and harmful habits.  Our program is modeled after a program in Marshall, which has seen success over the past 5 years, with an average of 50 people in attendance weekly. Law enforcement and court systems of Lyon County take note of the response and success by participants in the Marshall program to treatment. MCC hopes to see growth at that level in the coming years, and this facility could help that process.  Other likely events in the facility would include youth recreation night for teens.

3. Community Programming

Morris Community Church takes the “community” part of its name seriously, with a history of helping with community events such as the County Fair Service and Kiwanis talent night. We as a church would be open to community use of the facility for athletic practices in the gym, large or small group meetings, weddings etc. These are some ideas that may come forth in using the Old Elementary School facility and Auditorium. A member of a community theatre group let us know that they might be in need of a place to start a theatre company.  Morris used to have an indoor archery range, could a small gymnasium fill that role? Maybe a large daycare needs a space for little ones to run? The community of Morris has NO youth center right now, the Old HS building would be an ideal location for that.  One activity that could be installed in the gymnasium is a climbing wall for area Boy Scouts and other groups. The kitchen, if it were made available to building tenants, could serve well for community meals, weddings, banquets and church/community suppers.

4.  Challenges/Concerns

The challenges involved in this undertaking are daunting. Our concerns include: mold issues, asbestos management, possible changes in the heating system to make it more cost effective, possible moving of the existing elevator, kitchen, and electrical systems with the careful dissection and disposal of the 1956 portion of the building if no parties come forward to reuse that wing of the building. Nevertheless, the facility is a very solid and historic building in the center of a community that has a vision to preserve the past while pursuing the future.  Morris Community Church would very much like to be a vital part of spearheading that renewal process for this property.
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