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Understanding the context of our community

Team Charge: Create a profile of the Stevens County community that includes: 

a. Demographic and Economic trends: (Ben)                                                                      b. An examination of relevant historical information on the community: (Built-Marilyn, Built & Environment-Greg, Cultural-Johanna & Sal)                                                         c. Identifying and assessing the community groups and organizations: (Wayne)                      d. Other relevant information 
Built History
-- Around 1916 the Manse in Alberta was built to house teachers. A fairly new concept at the time and was part of a model of Alberta's school (the only one from MN) shown at the World's Fair around 1919 to showcase "progressive concepts in public education. In 1983 was placed on register of Historical Places.
-- From 1895 - 1910 a county poor farm was operated in Pepperton twp. for those in need. "Charity in the midst of the new settlers own struggles.
-- The Carnegie Library is now the Museum
-- Many rural churches and consolidations with city churches. "Religion was important right from the start.
-- Roads (rural especially) were terrible for the first 40 years after settlement. Improving roads was necessary for transporting goods from farm to town and back again and also kids to the schools that had started to consolidate i.e. Alberta and some surrounding rural districts. “Good infrastructure wasn't built overnight.
-- 1880 - 1902? The Bull Farm 2.5 mi NE of Hancock was one of several Bonanza farms in the area. At one time it managed 14,000 acres in MN & ND. A large mansion on the site was host to many parties. Bonanza farming was not as lucrative as hoped and the estates holdings were sold in smaller parcels.
-- Some of the first homes were dugouts along lake depressions, and then sod homes before lumber could be hauled in.

Natural History 

North/South continental divide runs through Chokio. As I've heard Glen Tomoson say about Stevens Co., "Everything else is downhill."
-- Moose Lake once covered a large area in Sections 34 & 35 of Donnelly Twp. and a little into Pepperton Twp. Drained in 1909 to stop the loss of homesteaders leaving for farmable ground. Now we have more acres of productive land. "One of many areas drained against somebody's opposition. Many small lakes like this had a tremendous fish population until either drained, carp were introduced, or fished out."
-- 1868 was the last year a buffalo or an elk was spotted in this area. 1923 is when deer were spotted in the area.
-- Pioneers fought common prairie fires with wet gunnysacks and plowing furrows. Plowing the ground eliminated many Native grasses and herbs from this area. Ernie Strubbe of Pepperton Twp. had a patch of undisturbed prairie on his land until his death in the late 1980's or 1990's. It may still be there. Many of these native plants are being seeded in CRP land nowadays.
-- Many sloughs for ducks and geese among other animals. Excellent hunting and natural habitat.
-- Lakes and the Pomme De Terre River.
-- Native American artifacts and burial grounds.
-- Trapping for furs was a major way for trading when farming wasn't good in the early days.
-- Tornadoes, Blizzards, Floods, Pest infestations, Wind storms, Fires -- Stevens Co. has had it's share. 

Cultural-Immigration History
My focus was on immigration, which I personally have a high interest with as a second generation Filipino-American. Like my parents and many (Scandinavians, Germans, Irish, English, etc...) that immigrated here, came to the U.S. for a "better life". I skimmed through a book that the Stevens County Historical Society recommended me to start with on this particular research topic called ““The History of Stevens County" by Edna Mae Busch. I found a lot of valuable interesting information that came to be Stevens County, which I feel will help many "citizens" of this county appreciate more of this place and better understand our identity. One of many interesting facts I personally found out was the large numbers that helped build the railroads here were Irish descent! Also, I feel knowing our county's history (e.g. Sioux, Chippewa, Dakota Indians originally were the first here) will help us better understand our current immigration (e.g. increasing large number of migrant workers from Mexico at the surrounding dairy farms-210 to 250 by the end of this year) in our area and to "work together" as a whole community (including the ones from the University of Minnesota-Morris campus). As a local volunteer teaching English as a Second Language to not only Hispanics, but Brazilians, Eastern Europeans, Chinese, etc...I've enjoyed learning from them, which I feel the community of Stevens County can all learn from them too. We just need to be more patient and understanding as some of them are trying as we did with the many that came before us since the late 1800's.


Organizations in Stevens County
Just a note to let you know that I have done some research on organizations within the county and have come up with about 30 different groups, I'm sure there are more. These 30 represent outdoor rec, community service, seniors, veterans and sports, and have no affiliation with gov, school or church. It appears we have a large group of people to achieve some of the destiny drivers that we will come up with. 

