Understanding the context of our community

I. History
A. Immigration (Sal)
B. Migrant Workers (Sal)
*helped contributed to the growth of our county
C. Buildings (Marilyn)
1. Alberta School, Carnegie Library->Museum, Morris Elementary School, etc..
*many foundations paid for these projects
II. Outdoors-Hunting, Recreation (Greg-Natural)
*area was a hunter paradise
III. Community Events (all)
*"Corn & Alfalfa" Show in 1913 drew huge crowds!
IV. Locally Homegrown Foods (Ben)
*Hancock was the beef capital of the state
V. Retirement Community? (Ben)
VI. Fun "Cool" Facts (all)
*many famous people connected here
Note: shares on trends, stats, etc... on the topics above 


Some points I would make from this data:
- our economy has shifted significantly since 1950 from agriculture to 
education and health services
- we have a large number of employees commuting to our county - we are the only government dependent county in the state - we have many people holding multiple jobs"-Benjamin Winchester 

-Natural History
Greg (May 08')-- Native Americans traveled through and utilized this area, as artifacts and burial grounds remain.
-- Prairie fires were common until farming changed the landscape. Plowing native grasses and herbs eliminated the fuel for these fires. Today many native plants have been reintroduced to the landscape through farm programs and residents' general interest in preservation.
-- Several lakes with (according to folklore) a variety of fish and recreational properties were drained in the early 1900's against the wishes of many people. The county commissioners wanted the land drained to stop the exodus of those farmers who were looking for productive land and to encourage more to come farm the newly drained land. Many sloughs exist today that provide habitat for waterfowl, deer, pheasants and many other animals that may or may not be legally hunted. People are now arguing about the value of draining land on working farms as this is making the county's farmland even more productive at the expense of organisms like mosquitoes. (The mosquito bit is kind of a joke, but it is nevertheless true.                                                              more…….
http://www.geocities.com/goodnewsminnesota/stevenscounty.actionteam2.html
