The Bullshit of Bureaucracy- by R.S. Sanscrainte

I believe the reason that I’m so fond of the dark side of morning is the lack of distractions.  Granted, the paperboy tossing bundled newsprint into the bushes at quarter of five never ceases to bring about a startled reaction, but that’s a small amount of distraction compared to what the daylight brings.  I’ve often mused on the inane belief that weekends and holidays are relaxing points of time, and now I’ve begun to find reason to shun the daylight as well.  There may be a certain comfort that only a fruity cocktail in a tropical setting can provide, but the effect of a half dozen painkillers and a bottle of Riunite Lambrusco is a suitable substitute.   This notion is made abundantly clear when I read about individuals such as John P. Walters, a creature that surely only surfaces in the UV infused light that most people spend there time. Of course I will divulge to you the treacherous behavior Mr. Walter’s involves himself in, when the sun rides high in the heavens, but first I must submit to you some statistics I had the misfortune to run across on the internet search engine, Yahoo, early one morning.  I apologize for any grammatical error in what should be a well edited informational news service.  The, “Facts,” were as follows:   

Data *indicate that drugged driving has become a significant public safety hazard:

· According to National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), illegal drugs are used by approximately 10 to 22 percent of drivers involved in all motor vehicle crashes 

· The 2001 National Household Survey on Drug Abuse indicates that an estimated eight million adults drove under the influence of an illicit drug at some time in the past year 

· The New England Journal of Medicine published results from a roadside study of reckless drivers (not impaired by alcohol) in which 45 percent tested positive for marijuana. 

· A Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD) survey of middle and high school students revealed that 68 percent of licensed teen drivers who use drugs regularly reported that they also drive while under the influence of illegal drugs 

· More than half of the teens who reported using illegal drugs also indicated that they were not concerned about riding with a driver who is using illegal drugs 
*indicates a blunder, beyond publishing trite poppycock, on Yahoo’s behalf


So, what’s old JPW trying to do that’s got me in an uproar?  Well, as if we don’t have enough senseless and unenforceable laws already, Mr. Walters wants to start legislation to decrease the number of, “Drugged,” drivers on the road.  Yes, ladies and gentleman, you have entered the soon to be fascist regime formerly known as the, Land of the Free; please check your coats, hats, firearms, and personalities at the door.  

In the short span of a decade, I’ve witnessed this country go from a place that I saw infinite possibilities for my own future, to a place that I hesitate to reproduce in for fear of rearing a child in a place of hopelessness.  What happened to the rebel spirit this country was founded on, and once took pride in?    Nobody lives for ever, unless you’re James Bond, and the only people that want to are people who will never deserve to.  But I deviate from the topic at hand.  I apologize, it must be the drugs.  For those of you who can’t buy into my devil-may-care outlook on living, perhaps my deduction of the afore mentioned studies on the matter will aid you in the quest for truth.  After reading this bit of irrelevancy, I formulated my own facts.  

· 10 to 22 percent of anything is minuscule.  I would leave a waiter who spit in my food more of a tip than 10 to 22 percent as a tip.  How could a rationally thinking individual see this percentage as a reason to institute more stringent driving regulations?

· Illicit is defined by Webster’s as, “Not permitted by custom or law.”  Have you ever had a headache or an ache or pain that was incapacitating that you took a friend’s prescription strength pain killer or muscle relaxer to subdue the discomfort?  Did you drive on that occasion?  Was this occasion in the past year?  I think you can see my point.

· As far as marijuana is concerned; everybody knows that pot is a gateway drug.  The possibility that the 45% of reckless drivers was only impaired by marijuana strikes me as highly unlikely.  Marijuana, from past experience, leads to far more cautious driving brought on by severe paranoia.  The sheer notion that Marijuana alone would be responsible for nearly half of all reckless driving incidents has obviously been formulated in ignorance; making any and all claims of factuality unsubstantiated.

· Finally we’ve come to the big 68% figure involving middle and high school student.  An ever fewer amount of states permit drivers under the age of eighteen on the road unless accompanied by an adult with the passing of every year.  So, hypothetically this scourge of the road should eventually take care of itself.  If it does not, than I think that along with the reckless youth, we should also take a look at the near dead.  Old people present just as much of a threat on the road, and dare I say, consume twice the amount of drugs your average high school student would even think of ingesting.  

I’m not saying it’s a good idea to let people get all bombed on narcotics and go out joy riding.  However, the idea of letting politicians come up with flimsy data and findings to persuade the public perspective is just as inane.  If this example doesn’t work for you, go get a newspaper and find some new proposal your local, state, or national government is striving to influence you on.  Hey, I’ve got one for you; how about going to war with a Middle Eastern country?  That might be something the government would try to convince people is a noble and worthy…ah, hell, you already know that one though…
