The Lesser of Two Evils- By RS Sanscrainte
Need ye proof of the generosity bestowed upon the destitute by our benevolent executive, legislative, and judicial benefactors?  Look to the apex of Washington DC, friends, look to the hon. shrub—fearless figurehead of the greatest country in the world.  A man who dispatches aid to countries devoid of necessities, such as internet pornography and complete Starbucks inundation is a hero—no, I recant—he is a demigod.  The hon. shrub knows that the people of this nation look past the fact that $150 billion is the estimated dollar figure, according to Dana Milbank and Mike Allen of the Washington Post, it will take to complete our obligations to the Iraqi people.  After all, it’s only about fifty percent more than what officials had projected a few months ago.  Money is of little importance to us, the people of the USA.  We seek justice and freedom, we strive to help the down trodden rise up from their pits of despair—we aren’t nation builders or oil thieves, no matter who may say it.

However, the selfless deeds of our federal government are heralded from the mountaintops; Kansas to North Korea and the world over.  What about the fifty separate but equal parts which make up this great country?  Do they bring about the same churning in our stomachs as does the hon. shrub and his constituents?  The state level is where a person can truly see what government is doing to insure the health and well being of the community at large, and there is no finer state than that of Florida to see shining examples of a state’s philanthropy.  
On May 27, 2003, “The Florida Legislature passed House Bill 63A (the “bill”) to protect people from the health hazards of second-hand smoke…”  The quotation comes directly from the first portion of House Bill 63A, which in essence makes it illegal and morally reprehensible to be a smoker in the state.  The bill banishes any smoking sections from edifices where people work, eat, seek entertainment, or jump on trampolines with naked midgets.  If you are indoors and not at your private residence, chances are you’ll be lynched if you spark a square.  Is there a more self-less and definitive example of reckless abandon for public safety?  By-pass that ragged old edict where people were permitted the freedom of choice, for people are generally ignorant and those who smoke are obtrusive evidence of this assumption.  
But all the credit mustn’t be heaved upon the Florida Legislature.  This is after all, “The land of the free and the home of the brave.” Everyone knows that though the Florida Legislature passed the bill, it wasn’t forced on the public like medication down a canine’s throat.  There was a democratic tabulation of those registered voters who wished to ban smoking and those of the opposite mind—and that was truly how House Bill 63A got legs.
The amendment, which received 70 percent of voters' support in the November election, was widely supported by the (American Cancer) society, along with the American Lung Association, which claims second-hand smoke is known to cause cancer.
This blurb came from an article by Grace Agostin a news editor at The Oracle, USF’s school newspaper.  This proves that while the state of Florida proposed a smoke-free environment for its citizens to congregate while indoors, the majority of Floridians backed their government.

Perhaps a better way of phrasing the previous statement would be, “The majority of Floridians registered to vote backed their government.”    
Information obtained from the 2000 census estimated Florida’s population at 15, 982,378.  Of those over 15 million, 40.3% were over the age of 45.  36.9% were between the ages of 18-45, and the remaining 22.8% were under 18 years of age.  According to the Florida Department of State-Division of Elections web site, in the year 2000 there were 8,880,396 registered voters in the state.  

If one takes the population figure from the 2000 census and deducts 22.8% (the percent of Floridians 18-25) the number you’d come up with would be somewhere around 12,338,396—this is the estimated number of people eligible to vote.  After establishing this number subtract from it the number actually registered in 2000 and you are left with roughly 3,458,000 in the unregistered but eligible voter category. (No consideration has been given to inmates, foreigners, or the fallibility of man.  This synopsis is for demonstration purposes only.)
12,338,396 people of legal age to vote in 2000.  According to anonymous political sources, the 45+ voter demographic is the most sought after, as they make up the majority of those registered.  On that basis one could deduct the percentage of Floridians 18-45, or 36.9%, from 12,338,396, the number of people over 18, and have 4,552,868 people remaining.  If you then take the roughly 4.6 million and deduct 3.5 million, the number of unregistered voters in Florida, you’ve got about 1.1 million left.  One could theoretically say that 1.1 million might feasibly represent a number close to the actual number of registered 18-45 in the year 2000.  And after further mathematics, one would find that number to be a meager 12% of the actual number of registered voters leaving the number of registered voters over 45 at 88%.  Thank heavens this is just a bunch of rash number crunching, because if these statistics were anywhere close to being accurate then anyone under the age of 45 might as well be bound and gagged.
To ensure there is no doubt about the Sunshine State’s commitment to community service, and healthy living for those residents of all ages, the subject of fluoridation must be brought up.  Some states tinker around with such trivialities as preparing for possible terrorist attacks, protecting the environment, and most laughable of all—education!  These pursuits may be perfectly acceptable for most states, but most states aren’t the home of Mickey Mouse.  No, our state prides itself in striving to fluoridate the entire state’s water supply.  In a memo from the desk of John O. Agwunobi, the secretary of Florida’s Department of Health, Mr. Agwunobi states, “Along with the overwhelming majority of the world’s health care organizations and leaders within the scientific community, the Florida Department of Health firmly supports and continues to recommend water fluoridation as the most economical and effective means to control the major public health problem of dental caries.”  Apparently the Food and Drug Administration isn’t one of the organizations Mr. Agwunobi considers backing from as necessary or important.  The FDA has unfortunately never given approval to fluoride, but probably soon will.  Though skeptics have struggled to prove that fluoride is responsible for a multitude of illness and disease, everything from Alzheimer’s to cancer, irrefutable proof has yet to be shown.  In 1997 brands of toothpaste carrying fluoride in the USA started carrying the warning, “If you accidentally swallow more than used for brushing, seek professional help or contact a Poison-Control Center Immediately.”   This, “warning” was certainly more of a suggestion than anything else.  The government that backed a bill to end smoking in public places would never support an effort to add a chemical to the water that might cause physical harm after prolonged use.  No the government is good, and scourges such as Dan Montgomery, (whose musings can be found at www.sonic.net~kryptox/fluoride.htm) that make outlandish claims such as, “Fluoride increases susceptibility to mind control,” are malcontents who should be brained and sent to live in rattlesnake infested caves in the desert.    
America loves her citizens, and it goes to great lengths to ensure that those citizens know just how much they are loved.  No man woman or child in any of her states should make a claim to the contrary.  But inevitably someone will.  There will, on occasion, be the naysayer who accuses Lady Liberty of being nothing more than a shrine to greed, corruption, and deviant lifestyles; the individual in question would fervently strive to point out what they believe to be instances of hypocritical behavior by this country’s most powerful men, making us doubt the direction our beloved leaders are taking us; but this breed is rare and indubitably asinine—thank God for that.  Imagine if we had more than a handful of men and women in this country that spoke their minds about the laughable, and most certainly, farcical, “political injustice,” they would like us to believe runs rampant in this country.  Why revolution would over take the country; bloated bureaucrats swinging like wind chimes from freeway overpasses, lobbyists crucified on highway billboards, and further gruesome Philistine acts—ah, but we of the conformist mindset shall not dwell on such grim affairs.  No, it is sufficient for us to know that these rabble-rousers are scant and very well monitored.  They pose no real threat to our beloved leaders or the opulent lifestyles we aspire to lead
