CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS








Article 1 - Obligation to respect human rights





Article 2 - Right to life


1	Everyone's right to life shall be protected by law.





Article 3 - Prohibition of torture





Article 4 - Prohibition of slavery and forced labour





Article 5 - Right to liberty and security


1	Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person.





Article 6 - Right to a fair trial


1	In the determination of his civil rights and obligations or of any criminal charge against him, everyone is entitled to a fair and public hearing within a reasonable time by an independent an impartial tribunal established by law.  Judgment shall be pronounced publicly but the press and public may be excluded from all or part of the trial in the interests of moral, public order or national security in a democratic society, where the interests of juveniles or the protection of the private life of the parties so require, or to the extent strictly necessary in the opinion of the court in special circumstances where publicity would prejudice the interests of justice.





Article 7 - No punishment without law





Article 8 - Right to respect for private and family life


1	Everyone has the right to respect for his private and family life, his home and his correspondence.


2	There shall be no interference by a public authority with the exercise of this right except such as is in accordance with the law and is necessary in a democratic society in the interests of national security, public safety or the economic well-being of the country, for the provention of disorder or crime, for the protection of health or morals, or for the protection of the rights and freedoms of others.





Article 9 - Freedom of thought, conscience and religion





Article 10 - Freedom of expression


1	Everyone has the right to freedom of expression.  This right shall include freedom to hold opinions and receive and impart information and ideas without interference by public authority and regardless of frontiers.  This article shall not prevent States from requiring the licensing of broadcasting, television or cinema enterprises.


2	The exercise of these freedoms, since it carries with it duties and responsibilities, may be subject to such formalities, conditions, restrictions or penalties as are prescribed by law and are necessary in a democratic society, in the interests of national security, territorial integrity or public safety, for the prevention of disorder or crime, for the protection of health or morals, for protection of the reputation or rights of othors, for preventing the disclosure of information received in confidence, or for maintaining the authority and inpartiality of the judiciary.





Article 11 - Freedom of assembly and association





Article 12 - Right to marry





Article 13 - Right to an effective remedy


Everyone whose rights and freedoms as set forth in this Convention are violated shall have an effective remedy before a national authority notwithstanding that the violation has been committed by persons acting in an official capacity.





Article 14 - Prohibition of discrimination


The enjoyment of the rights and freedoms set forth in this Convention shall be secured without discrimination on any ground such as sex, race, colour, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, association with a national minority, property, birth or other status.





Article 15 - Derogation in time of emergency





Article 16 - Restrictions on political activity of aliens


Nothing in Articles 10, 11 and 14 shall be regarded as preventing the High Contracting Parties from imposing restrictions on the political activity of aliens.





Article 17 - Prohibition of abuse of rights


Nothing in this Convention may be interpreted as implying for any State, group or person any right to engage in any activity or perform any act aimed at the destruction of any of the rights and freedoms set forth herein or at their limitation to a greater extent than is provided for in the Convention.





Article 18 - Limitation on use of restrictions on rights


The restrictions permitted under this Convention to the said rights and freedoms shall not be applied for any purpose other than those for which they have been prescribed.








SECTION II - EUROPEAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS





Aticle 19 - Establishment of the Court





Article 20 - Number of judges





Article 21 - Criteria for office





Article 22 - Election of judges





Article 23 - Terms of office





Article 24 - Dismissal





Article 25 - Registry and legal secretaries


The Court shall have a registry, the functions and organisation of which shall be laid down in the rules of the court.  The Court shall be assisted by legal secretaries.





Article 26 - Plenary Court





Article 27 - Committee, Chambers and Grand Chamber





Article 28 - Declarations of inadmissability by committees


A committee may, by a unanimous vote, declare inadmissible or strike out of its list of cases an application submitted under Article 34 where such a decision can be taken without further examination.  The decision shall be final.





Article 29 - Decisions by Chambers on admissibility and merits


1	If no decision is taken under Article 28, a Chamber shall decide on the admissibility and merits of individual applications submitted under Article 34.


2	A Chember shall decide on the admissibility and merits of inter-State applications submitted under Article 33.


3	The decision on admissibility shall be taken separately unless the Court, inexceptional cases, decides otherwise.





Article 30 - Relinquishment of jurisdiction to the Grand Chamber





Article 31 - Powers of the Grand Chember





Article 32 - Jurisdiction of the Court


1	The jurisdiction of the Court shall extend to all matters concerning the interpretation and application of the Convention and the protocols thereto which are referred to it as provided in Articles 33, 34 and 37.


2	In the event of dispute as to whether the Court has jurisdiction, the Court shall decide.





Article 33 - Inter-State cases





Article 34 - Individual applications


The Court may receive applications from any person, non-governmental organisation or group of individuals claiming to be the victim of a violation by one of the High Contracting Parties of the rights set forth in the Convention or the protocols thereto.  The High Contracting Parties indertake not to hinder in any way the effective exercise of this right.





Article 35 - Admissibility criteria


1	The Court may only deal with the matter after all domestic remedies have been exhausted, according to the generally recognised rules of international law, and within a period of six months from the date on which the final decision was taken.


2	 The Court shall not deal with any application submitted under Article 34 that


	a	is anonymous; or


	b	is substantially the same as a matter that has already been examined by the Court or has already been submitted to another procedure of international investigation or settlement and contains no relevant new information.


3	The Court shall declare inadmissibility any individual application submitted under Article 34 which it considers incompartible with the provisions of the Convention or the protocols thereto, manifestly ill-founded, or an abuse of the right of application.


4 The Court shall reject any application which it considers inadmissible under this Aticle.  It may do so at any stage of the proceedings.





Article 36 - Third party intervention





Article 37 - Striking out applications





Article 38 - Examination of the case and friendly settlement proceedings





Article 39 - Finding of riendly settlement





Article 40 - Public hearings and access to documents





Article 41 - Just satisfaction





Article 42 - Judgments of Chambers





Article 43 - Referral to the Grand Chamber





Article 44 - Final judgments





Article 45 - reasons for judgments and decisions


1	Reasons shall be given for judgments as well as for decisions declaring applications admissible or inadmissible.


2	If a judgment does not represent, in whole or in part, the unanimous opinion of the judges, any judge shall be entitled to deliver a separate opinion.





Article 46 - Binding force and execution of judgments





Article 47 - Advisory opinions





Article 48 - Advisory jurisdiction of the court





Article 49 - Reasons for advisory opinions





Article 50 - Expenditure on the Court





Article 51 - Privileges and immunities of judges








SECTION III - MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS





Article 52 - Inquiries by the Secretary General





Article 53 - Safeguard for existing human rights





Article 54 - Powers of the Committee of Ministers





Article 55 - Exclusion of other means of dispute settlement





Article 56 - Territorial application





Article 57 - Reservations





Article 58 - Denounciation





Article 59 - Signature and ratification


