Statutory Instrument 2001 No. 1637 (C. 56) 


The Freedom of Information Act 2000 








Part I


Access to information held by public authorities





Right to information





General right of access to information held by public authorities.


1.	(1)	Any person making a request for information to a public authority is entitled- 


(a)	to be informed in writing by the public authority whether it holds information of the description specified in the request, and


(b)	if that is the case, to have that information communicated to him.


	


Request for information.


8.	(1)	In this Act any reference to a "request for information" is a reference to such a request which- 


(a)	is in writing,


(b)	states the name of the applicant and an address for correspondence, and


(c)	describes the information requested.


(2)	For the purposes of subsection (1)(a), a request is to be treated as made in writing where the text of the request- 


(a)	is transmitted by electronic means,


(b)	is received in legible form, and is capable of being used for subsequent reference.





Fees.


9.	(1)	A public authority to whom a request for information is made may, within the period for complying with section 1(1), give the applicant a notice in writing (in this Act referred to as a "fees notice") stating that a fee of an amount specified in the notice is to be charged by the authority for complying with section 1(1).


(2)	Where a fees notice has been given to the applicant, the public authority is not obliged to comply with section 1(1) unless the fee is paid within the period of three months beginning with the day on which the fees notice is given to the applicant.


(3)	Subject to subsection (5), any fee under this section must be determined by the public authority in accordance with regulations made by the Secretary of State.


(4)	Regulations under subsection (3) may, in particular, provide- 


(a)	that no fee is to be payable in prescribed cases,


(b)	that any fee is not to exceed such maximum as may be specified in, or determined in accordance with, the regulations, and


(c)	that any fee is to be calculated in such manner as may be prescribed by the regulations.


(5)	Subsection (3) does not apply where provision is made by or under any enactment as to the fee that may be charged by the public authority for the disclosure of the information.





Time for compliance with request.


10.	(1)	Subject to subsections (2) and (3), a public authority must comply with section 1(1) promptly and in any event not later than the twentieth working day following the date of receipt.





Refusal of request.


17.	(1)	A public authority which, in relation to any request for information, is to any extent relying on a claim that any provision of Part II relating to the duty to confirm or deny is relevant to the request or on a claim that information is exempt information must, within the time for complying with section 1(1), give the applicant a notice which- 


(a)	states that fact,


(b)	specifies the exemption in question, and


(c)	states (if that would not otherwise be apparent) why the exemption applies.











Part IV


Maintained schools and other educational institutions





England and Wales


52.	The governing body of a maintained school, within the meaning of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998.


53.	(1)	The governing body of- 


(a)	an institution within the further education sector,


(b)	a university receiving financial support under section 65 of the Further and Higher Education Act 1992,


(c)	an institution conducted by a higher education corporation,


(d)	a designated institution for the purposes of Part II of the Further and Higher Education Act 1992 as defined by section 72(3) of that Act, or


(e)	any college, school, hall or other institution of a university which falls within paragraph (b).











