Divorce, the Easy Way Out?
Marriage, the union between man and woman, is a sacred union, no matter what religion you follow.  This union seems to continue to become less sacred as time goes on and divorce seems to become more popular.  Yet, divorce affects many people, not just the people having the divorce.  Is divorce the right answer to an unhappy marriage or does it leave everybody involved worse off?  I believe that a divorce leaves everybody involved with the marriage worse off. 
The Children

For the couple a divorce can seem to be a good idea.  They finally do not have to deal with each other anymore.  They are able to live as they please and not care at all for one another if they wish.  When the couple has children, the terms become a little trickier.  The children need to be thought of, too.  “‘Divorce itself [as opposed to the bad relationship] has an independent negative effect on the well-being of minor children ... in areas such as the following: school performance, high school completion, college attendance and graduation, labor-force attachment and stable work patterns, crime, depression, psychological illness, suicide, out-of-wedlock birth, and the propensity of children of divorce to become divorced in turn’” (Wekesser, 1998, p.1). Divorce in turn may seem like a good idea and may be easier for the parents, but to the children, the parents are breaking apart their whole world.  Divorce can make the children grow into unstable adults. 
Divorce Your Child
We may believe that the parents get equal rights to see the children after divorce but the graph I have made shows that only 60% of children out of divorce have seen their father in the past year.  Meanwhile 40 % of children have not seen their father in the past year. “And when men—even men who have been good fathers—divorce their wives, they usually end up divorcing their children as well” (Ojeda, 2005, p.1).  [image: image1.emf]Percentages of Children in Divorce and How Often They Have Seen Their Father In the 
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These statistics show the dramatic change in which a child practically loses their father after the divorce which can create a lot of emotional issues later in life.  One issue is the fact that the father was not there to guide the child in the ways in which a father normally does. 
Friends Affected

Personally, my parents are happily married.  Yet I have seen the effects of divorce upon several of my friends.  I have changed their names for the privacy and respect of my friends. 
Grown Up Too Soon

My friend Brit was just a few years older than me.  I always looked up to her and thought of her as my big sister although we were not blood-related.  Her parents were married when we first met.  She once came to me with a worried look on her face and told me that her parents had fought really badly the night before.  They even told each other that they didn’t love each other anymore.  I told her everything would be okay.  
I was wrong.  A month or so later Brit’s parents were getting a divorce.  Brit moved with her mom far away from me.  She no longer was my next door neighbor.  I could no longer run to Brit whenever I needed her.  We only saw each other once every three months at the most.  Every time I saw Brit she became more and more different.  She was no longer carefree or happy anymore.  She was acting like a grown up.  Brit was forced to grow up at such a young age due to her parent’s divorce.  Their divorce hurt Brit and it ended up hurting me by tearing Brit away from me.

Finding Who You Are

Some children have a hard time after divorce.  “The children have one less person helping, nurturing, and loving them on a daily basis. They have a harder time understanding what a committed relationship entails because they miss out on seeing their parents in love” (Edwards, 2006, pg. 2).  An example of this is my friend Tina.  Tina’s parents got divorced sometime when she was in elementary school.  Tina underwent many changes during the time we were friends.  In the 7th grade she was the shy book worm not talking to many people, her head always buried in a book.  When someone did try to talk to her, she was often extremely cynical and sarcastic.  

Tina then moved after the 8th grade to Fond du Lac.  I rarely saw her but when I did I found that her grades had dropped.  She partied all the time and even had sex.  Tina ended up dropping out of high school, getting her GED, and pregnant by the age of 17.  The man who impregnated her was 25.  Tina didn’t know how to act or think after her parents got divorced.  She ended up finding herself in partying, drinking, and having sex. 
A Resolution?
There is still hope for those who wish to get married.  “More marriage counselors and experts strongly recommend that engaged couples receive counseling before walking down the aisle, as opposed to waiting several years into a marriage when a conflict has damaged the relationship beyond repair” (Perry, 2006, pg.1).  This may help solve the issue of divorce later in the relationship. 
You may now have seen that more harm can be done to the children than good can be done for the adults in a divorce.  The children can become unstable adults.  Meanwhile, the adults just get ride of the spouse.  In some cases such as an abusive relationship, this may benefit both adults and children to have a divorce.  But in most cases, a divorce is not the answer.  If thinking about getting married, I strongly recommend that you make sure that person is the one.  Don’t risk divorce later. 
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