Lyndon Essay


Amber Dermont’s story refers to two significant characters.  These characters are one of America’s past presidents and Elise’s unborn baby brother.  I believe that Elise’s unborn baby brother is the more significant character of the two.


Although Lyndon Johnson seems as if he may be the reason for the short story, we are proven wrong with this thought by the end of the story.  Throughout the short story, Elise is on a trip with her mother to see former president Lyndon Johnson’s historical place of birth.  Although Elise doesn’t tell her story in chronological order, we still understand the trip Elise is on with her mother and where they are headed.  Elise brings up numerous times throughout the short story Lyndon that she believes her mother is pregnant and that by the end of the trip she wants her mother to admit to this fact.  Elise and her mother get into an argument about this questionable baby.  Meanwhile her mother avoids admitting her pregnancy to Elise until the end of the story.

Elise has a passion for visiting historical landmarks that have to do with past presidents.  We find that this passion developed due to her father’s same passion for the same type of landmarks.  Due to this passion that Elise goes into great detail throughout the story to explain to us, we get the feeling that the novel is about Lyndon Johnson, the past president.  Yet at the end of the novel when Elise’s mother admits to being pregnant we see an unseen change in events.  This change in events shows us that the whole story wasn’t about the trip to Lyndon Johnson’s house, but about the baby Elise’s mother was pregnant with.  Presidents don’t matter as much to Elise anymore.


Due to the unseen change in events at the end of the short story, I find that baby Lyndon is the more significant character than the past president Lyndon Johnson in the short story Lyndon by Amber Dermont.
