American Heroes


Does it even pay to write to one in our armed forces?  Maybe you’ve asked the same question or maybe you just decided that writing or even saying something to one of our armed forces was worthless.  I’m here to prove to you that any type of encouragement to one of these American heroes does pay.


I may not be in the Army or any other type of armed forces, but I know the great feeling when someone sends me a letter or tells me I did a great job.  These soldiers are overseas without anything but their job to do.  Under such circumstances, a letter seems extremely appealing.  A letter is like reading a book, but better because you can respond to it personally.


When you get a pat on the back or get told “keep up the good work,” don’t you feel proud of yourself?  I know that I am inspired to do just that. 


Some people don’t support our soldiers in the US.  They believe “that the U.S. is a selfless redeemer nation, which through military violence intentionally rescues defenseless peoples from conspiratorial and demonic forces that hold them in thrall” (Pierard, 2006, p.1).  These soldiers are people too and they also like to be told that they are supported and are doing a great job.


My cousin Cindy’s husband Ian is in the Army.  I once told him “Ian, I really appreciate all that you do for our country.”  He replied with “Thank you.  It is really great to hear that once in awhile.  Sometimes I think that people do not care anymore.”  The thing is, we do care, just too little of us show it or speak about it.


Our soldiers are over in a land where “contact with Americans is unhealthy” (Mickunas, Antioch Review, winter 2006).  The Arabs do not go out of their way to talk to our soldiers.  These soldiers need someone to talk to closer to their homeland.  They might like to speak to someone who understands them better.


You may even get attached to these soldiers.  People even get attached to our soldier, thinking of them as good friends or even family.  One of my mother’s best friends, Paul, was in the armed forces.  She wrote to him all four years that he was in the armed forces.  They acquired a strong friendship that still goes on today.  He is practically an uncle to me.


These men and women get up and fight for our freedom and lives everyday.  They fight so that we don’t have to.  They fight so that we can live our normal, everyday lives.  These soldiers endure harsh conditions for our own safety.  These men really are our American heroes.  The least we could do is say thank you.
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