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Zora Neale Hurston

Biography

· Zora was born in Eatonville, Florida, January 7, 1903

· She forced to leave school at the age of thirteen to take care of her sibling.

· She was able to get her degree in anthropology from Barnard. 

· Her careers include an actress, maid, librarian, and college professor.

Their eyes were watching God

Summarizing chapter (15-18)

· Chapter 15: Janie’s experience with jealousy.  A young girl, Nukie, playfully teases Tea Cake in the field.  

· Jealousy only strengthens the relationship between Janie and Tea Cake. 

· Chapter 16:  Mrs. Turner, an African-American woman who is prejudiced against other African-American, is introduced.  Both Janie and Turner have light brown skin but Janie does not accept what Turner wants her to do, especially if it involves leaving a Tea Cake.

· Turner wants Janie to marry Turner’s brother. Once again, Janie and Tea Cake’s strong relationship prevails.

· Chapter 17: Tea Cake beats Janie to be sure that he has control over her and that he is the man that she should obey, “He just slapped her around a bit to show he was boss” (140).

· Chapter 18: Both Janie and Tea Cake notice large bonds of Seminole Indians leaving the Everglades, scared about a hurricane. Janie and Tea Cake did not give that much attention to the hurricane and they decided to stay. At night a heavy wind with rainstorm caused real damage; Lake Okechobee floods.  They run through the hurricanes to avoid the flood.  “Tea Cake saw a cow swimming slowly towards the fill in and the fill in an oblique line.  A massive built dog was sitting on her shoulder.” (157). When Janie grabs onto the cow’s tail, a wild dog tries to attack her. Tea Cake saw that and he defended Janie with his knife and killed the dog. The dog bites Tea Cake on the cheek, “He managed ti bute Tea Cake up on his cheek-bone once” (157). The dog bites Tea Cake on the cheek, “He managed to bite Tea Cake up on his cheek-bone once” (157).  

[image: image2.png]EVES wee!
o o




Alice Walker discovers more about Zora 
· Zora is not will known by her people.

· Walker consider Their Eyes Were Watching God  to be one of her finest work of fiction.
· Zora grave was unmarked. 
Questions

From chapter (1-14)

1. Do you feel that Jaine was like a beautiful trophy that was just sitting in the store and controlled by Joe?

2. Do you think that what happened to Jaine’s mother effected her life in a way that made her feel scared that she might get raped too?

3. Do you think that Jaine has a strong personality, or that she is a pretty woman who likes to be controlled by men?

From chapter (15-18) 

1- Do you think that Nukie is a play-woman or she really loves Tea Cake? 

2- Why do you think Tea Cake whipped Janie? 

3- Joe was older than Janie, and Janie was older than Tea Cake, explain your feeling about that. 

4- If you are the author, what title would you personally choose besides, “Their eyes were watching God”? 

Research for further study

http://www.loras.edu/~ENG/faculty/fretz/Page16.html
http://info.greenwood.com/books/0313257/0313257906.html
http://americanhistory.miningco.com/homework/americanhistory/library/weekly/blalice2.htm

http://www.nhmccd.cc.tx.us/contracts/lrc/kc/hurston.html
“Zora Neale Hurston” by Harold Bloom, Sterling Professor of the Yale University.  Chelsea House Publisher, 1986.  
