
[image: image1.jpg]SFU BUSINESS
SFU SIMON FRASER
UNIVERSITY





Graduate Diploma in Business Administration Program (GDBA)
Self-Evaluation and Educational Objectives:
Please type your responses to each of the questions. Try to make your answers concise but complete. Include your name on each sheet, and mail your responses along with your supporting documents to the GDBA Program at the following address: 

GDBA Program

Segal Graduate School of Business

Simon Fraser University 

500 Granville Street (at Pender)
3rd floor

Vancouver, BC V6C 1W6

NAME: Eduardo Fernandes de Magalhaes Pimenta

Account Number: GA000018634 




 

1. Why have you decided to enter the GDBA Program? 

I currently hold a B.A in Economics and I have decided to enter a program that could complement and strengthen my degree. This is a great opportunity for me to expand my knowledge, and also open other possibilities. I have plans to pursue a MBA in the future.
2. Why is this the right time for you to undertake the GDBA Program?

As my father is the Brazilian Consul General in Vancouver, my parents are currently living there and are willing to provide me with all the necessary support during my studies.
3. The GDBA is an intensive on-line program. What do you expect to be the greatest challenges associated with taking part in this program? 

    Because I have a B.A in Economics and a Diploma of Collegial Studies in Commerce, I am familiar with the basics of Business Administration. Therefore, I believe that I will not be facing any great challenges as long as I keep up with the material. 
Moreover, I have several factors that will help me to succeed in this program. The GDBA is a well reputed and attractive program, and having a short term goal is great to keep myself encouraged. Besides, I will be moving to a new town where I will be living with my parents. I am sure that this will have benefits on academic performance.
The only challenge I foresee is my time management, as I plan to work while pursuing my studies.
4. How do you plan to deal with those challenges?

Because my priority is completing the GDBA, I am focusing all my attention upon my performance in the program. If ever my work (assuming that I find a job shortly after my arrival in Vancouver) starts to influence my schedule, I am fully willing to let go of it in favor of my studies. 
5. Describe your three most important accomplishments.

First of all, the studies I have completed up to now, which have been very encouraging and have given me a lot of satisfaction. I have also enjoyed a project of agricultural research in which I participated in Brazil and, maybe even more, being part of the team creating my high school’s digital year book, here in Canada. 
Having lived in three different countries (Belgium, Uruguay and Canada) up to now was rather challenging too. I am very fond of the speed I adapted to new cultures and learned new languages.
I look forward to face new challenges and become part of a large project in the near future.

6. How do you see yourself contributing to the on-line learning environment?
From my past experience with on-line courses, I think it is important to stay active on forums, and chat-channels, where one may find useful articles related to the material and share with the rest of the class. Taking a leading role can be a great way to learn, and help fellow students.

7. Are there gaps in your existing skills and knowledge that affect your productivity and job satisfaction which you have identified as key elements in seeking this diploma?

My long term goal is to find a job in Canada that will allow me to apply for the residence. My economic degree alone has not proven to be enough for that matter, since the government agencies (including banks) do not hire foreign students. I believe that acquiring knowledge of business administration will help me find larger opportunities for a more substantial work in the private sector.

8. How will this educational experience benefit you and, if applicable, your organization?
By expanding my knowledge into a related field, the GDBA will surely improve my chances of finding work, and more importantly will serve as a bridge towards the MBA.
9. Transcript:

Although this is not part of the formality, one of my Professors from Concordia University advised me to explain certain aspects of my transcript.

I did start well initially, with mostly A- and Bs during the first year. The second year, however, I did not maintain the performance. Probably the main factor that affected my performance during the second year was my parents and brothers leaving the country. I started living on my own for the first time, and I had to go through a lot of changes in habit, and schedule. I was not used to have to cook, clean, do the laundry and dishes, shop, or pay my bills.

The third year got even worse, because I felt I missed out a lot on the previous one. Since I was missing the bases, I was forced many times to look for my previous semester books to recapitulate. It became a real struggle, because of the amount of catching up I had to do. It was morally frustrating too, since I felt that I was working the hardest, and yet had unsatisfactory outcome. During the last year, there was a large increase on my grades, part of which because I was only missing the electives classes to complete the program. The elective classes usually do not require prior knowledge on the subject and my performance has considerably improved.
Finally, I would also like to ask to disregard my performance in the computer sciences program. The story behind it is a bit complicated. I enrolled in the program because I had sent my immigration papers to CIC, right after I got my B.A. in Economics, and I was waiting for an answer. While waiting, I decided to follow that course, but it did not correspond to my expectation. The priority was for me to seek a job at that time, so I was not focusing on my studies as I should. As I realized that my BA in Economics was not enough to get the type of jobs I wanted, I decided to strengthen my academic background. I am certain that the GDBA will provide me with necessary skills to fulfill my goals, and I am planning on devoting all my potential to it.
Thanks for your time and consideration.
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