Greater New Bedford COAST
Health Access Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, March 14, 2007

Greater New Bedford Community Health Center

Attendance:  Anne Lynch, Kerry Mello, Martha Gonzalez, Jean DeCoffe, Ron O’Connor, Gail Brennan, Sarah Manuels, Tom Gecewicz

Perinatal Conference Planning:  
We have decided to name the conference:  
The Other Side of Joy

Postpartum Depression
Kerry and Sarah visited the Southcoast Center for Women’s Health and it accommodates 45 at the most and 35 comfortably.  The other option would be the Century House.  Buttonwood is not available.  It was decided that a “Save The Date” postcard would be mailed out informing folks to contact Lorraine if they want to be on the mailing list to receive an invitation with a deadline of April 11th..  A nominal fee of $20 would be required (very reasonable for CEU’s).  In this way, we will know how many participants to expect and can make an informed decision about which venue to reserve.  
Martha informed the group that she would be willing to tell her personal story at the conference.  She knows one other staff member at the health center that might be interested as well.  Sarah will follow up with the other woman who spoke at the Cape Cod Conference (Jennifer Sheehan already has a scheduling conflict).  Anne Lynch is still trying to get a commitment from one of her clients.  

We discussed trying to engage Healthcare for Women in our conference.  A letter will be sent to each physician in the group and Martha will follow up by phone with the docs that she knows personally.  We could possibly invite a member of their practice to participate in our panel and present their screening tool.

Sarah presented her first draft of the Objectives in order to follow the protocol for CEU’s. Committee members shared their ideas, and a list of obejectives was created.  

The agenda was reviewed.  The following professionals will be invited to serve on the panel:  Amanda Stone, RN; Louis Bastarech (nurse midwife); Dr. Deborah Isaacson, and possible Patty McGuire, Director of Maternal Child Education at St. Lukes Hospital.  There are also three new mid wives at Obstetrics Associates on North Main Street in Fall River who could be contacted if Louise is not available.  
Sarah will continue to keep touch with the committee through email as we finalize the agenda; speakers, etc.   

The next Health Access Meeting will take place Wednesday, April 11th at 8:30 a.m. at the Greater New Bedford Community Health Center.  

