Health Access Subcommittee Meeting
Greater New Bedford COAST

Greater New Bedford Community Health Center

November 8, 2006, 9:15 A.M.

ATTENDANCE:  Gail Brennan, Anne Lynch, Ron O’Connor, Martha Gonzalez, Karin Downs, Melanie LaFavre, Jean DeCoffe, Melissa Owens, Beth Yuen, Judith Coykendall

Melanie LeFavre from MDPH Massachusetts Maternal and Infant Mental Health Project, and Karin Downs, Assistant Director/Clinical Affairs at the Bureau of Family/Community Health were the guest speakers.  DPH was funded for one year to conduct the Perinatal Connections project.  The project had the following goals:

1. Raise public awareness – they decided they needed low literacy and culturally appropriate materials so they ran focus groups and developed brochures, magnets, and posters.

2. Training providers - They held a conference and summit. 350 attended.  

3. Community based innovative approaches with screening to identify perinatal depression.  They worked with 4 EIPP’s across the state as well as WICS and community health centers with ob/gyn and pediatrics. 

Funding for the Perinatal Connections projected ended this year.  Recently DPH received a grant to focus on the mother and child dyad – the new project is called the Massachusetts Maternal and Infant Mental Health Project (MMIMHP).  An advisory committee existed for the Perinatal Connections project; this advisory committee will continue under the MMIMHP as the Massachusetts Maternal and Infant Mental Health Partnership.
Additional information about both projects will be sent with the meeting minutes.

The new grant has a community profile of New Bedford.  Our group could conduct provider education and public awareness.  Jean Driscoll is on the Advisory Committee.  She will be the keynote speaker at the conference.  Greater New Bedford COAST has funds for a provider forum.  We could invite physicians to grand rounds at St. Lukes Hopsital at 8 a.m. for breakfast and bring a speaker.  DPH can provide plenty of printed brochures and posters in both black and white and color.  We hope to be able to provide Risk Management credits for grand rounds to entice physicians to attend.  Also, nurse practitioners would be invited through the local chapter and we could  provide CEU’s to them as well.  

At our next meeting we plan to:

1. Develop a public information campaign and a distribution plan.

2. Decide how many brochures/posters we will need.

3. Develop billboards using PSA’s from New York State.
Our next meeting will be held Wednesday, December 13th at the Greater New Bedford Community Health Center.  

Respectfully Submitted,

Judith Coykendall 

