GNB COAST
(AKA Greater New Bedford Health & Human Services Coalition)

P.O. Box 7567, New Bedford, MA 02742-7567

The Vision: A healthy environment where everyone experiences community, opportunity, access, safety and trust (COAST)*
The Mission of the GNBHHSC is to channel our community into action to achieve a better quality of life for everyone. We
1.        Provide information about resources and services in order to promote coordination and to encourage their use by the public
2.        Address needs and build on community assets
3.        Celebrate and reward community successes
HEALTH ACCESS COMMITTEE MINUTES

June 5, 2006
Attendees: Robin Cleveland, Jean DeCoffe, Ron O’Connor, Marta, Judith
Discussion Highlights:

Perinatal Committee
· Melanie LaFavre is taking the lead for the Department of Public Health in the perinatal committee.
· Posters, magnets and 4 fold brochures are being printed in large quantities in five languages. HA Committee will receive camera ready copies.

· Perinatal Connections is an Advisory Committee

Issue Awareness
· It is important to empower clients to communicate and reach out for support. Resources include the Parental Stress Line (PSI Warmline), www.postpartum.net, home visitation and support groups.
· Smoking in pregnancy is a main concern

· Suggested billboard may read “Being a Mother is a Hard Job” – Post Partum Depression Awareness Project.

· Visibility of educational information at Obstetrician and Pediatrician offices, nurse practitioners, nurses and post awareness posters and educational materials at the time of entry in waiting area.

Campaign Launch in September Conference
· Keynote Speaker – Kathy Romeo will be invited to present
· Save the Date – September 7, 2006, 8:30-12:00, possibly at Buttonwood Park Education Center
· Agenda – Registration, Keynote speaker on topic, presentation of project, Breakout Group discuss “How can this be implemented by your agency?
· The Committee is ready, willing and able to support the perinatal campaign
Next Steps:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
DPH will send out September 7 Save the Date cards
Next Meetings:

July 17 or July 24, 9:00am, depending on Melanie LaFavre’s availability to attend and present the project
August 7, 2006, 9:15 am
Contact Person: Robin Cleveland, 508-984-5333
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