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Health & Human Services Coalition

   GNBHHSC        P.O. Box 7567, New Bedford, MA 02742-7567

The Vision: A healthy environment where everyone experiences community, opportunity, access, safety and trust (COAST)
The Mission of the GNBHHSC is to channel our community into action to achieve a better quality of life for everyone. We

1.Provide information about resources and services in order to promote coordination and to encourage their use by the public

2.Address needs and build on community assets

3.Celebrate and reward community successes
GNB COAST General Meeting. 5/3/07, 9:00, Coastline Elderly Carriage House.
Attendees: Linda Aguiar, Bryan Booker, Gail Brennan, Judith Coykendall, Pauline Macedo, Sarah Manuels, Kelly Nevins, Ron O”Connor, Kathy Patisteas, Marcia Picard, Dan Riding, Lorraine Rosa, Suzanne Soares, Liza Tobojka, Tim Velho, Karen Vernen-Thompson
Luncheon Debriefing – 150 attended the April 5th GNB COAST meeting at the Century House. Peter Lee was the speaker. Purpose was to mobilize people and follow up with attendees to encourage and increase relationships. Evaluations and comments from attendees were shared. Suggestions for improvement for the next event were shared:

· Just one speaker and subcommittee reports

· Engage the audience more

· Follow the agenda

· There was concern that CHNA meetings might not have a lot of engagement

· Focus on promoting GNB COAST

· History was too long; need more of current happenings
· Hard to see the power point

· Screen was inadequate

· Public health video too long

· Mission focused, informative, new members
· After networking was great

· Sarah’s cake was great 
· Different room for the meal

Coalition Quarters – GNB COAST needs a permanent place for a base for operations and meeting space for general and subcommittee meetings soon. Membership is asked for suggestions for donated space. Wish list includes space, internet, desk, phone lines, ease of parking, low on distractions. Can involve partners in decision making, and provide an opportunity for them to support the CHNA. Suggestions include Welby Park, Community Foundation, NB Rehab Hospital, Coastline, Howland Place, Health Department, Southcoast Hospitals, Fort Tabor and any others. 

GNB COAST Website – The Coalition is still using the www.geocities.com/gnbhhsc site for announcements and updates, and waiting for passwords, user names and a user guide from the website company. 

Staffing – New Staff are needed to replace Lorraine, who will be leaving in June. She will do some work from a distance. 

Summer Meetings

· No regular general meetings in the summer. 

· A Taking Care of Ourselves replaces one meeting. 

· Last year a strategic planning retreat was held. Projects and directions from that meeting can be chosen. 

· Members are asked to attend the Regional Health Dialogue on 6/7/07, 9:00-11:00, in place of the monthly general meeting 
Budget – Craig will do a snapshot report of previous spending at the next general meeting. A comprehensive audit print out is needed to move forward in making a budget. Audra is doing a vendor list to get reductions or free items from sponsorships. Savings can be diverted to minigrants. 
Next Steps:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Locate donated space to serve as headquarters for GNB COAST (Membership)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Subcommittees are asked to finalize a regular time of the month and date for monthly meetings, and forward the information to Lorraine, Sarah and Audra. (Chairpersons)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Pursue the necessary information from M&I to work on the new website. (Dan)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Continue to recruit new membership (Members)
Next Meeting: In Lieu of the GNB COAST Monthly Networking Meeting, please attend the SOUTHEAST Regional Dialogue on Thursday, June 7, 2007, 9:00 to 11:00 AM, at Bristol Community College, Fine Arts Bldg, Rm H209, 777 Elsbree St., Fall River.
Contact Persons: Dan Riding, 508-994-0885, x3157, Tim Velho, 508-994-0548







