This month, we meet Tatyana Vassilieva, hostess of the IWC General Meeting in October and wife of the Ambassador of the Republic of Bulgaria to the Russian Federation. In the company of her handsome husky Krekki, we had a relaxed and unhurried conversation over a cup of excellent green tea.
By Gladys Abankwa-Meier-Klodt
Little did Tatyana Vassilieva know when she first arrived in Moscow in the early spring of 2000 that the move would be decisive, and in more ways than one. A first posting for her husband, a former representative of his government’s investment agency, the Russian capital was new territory to both of them. Though Bulgaria had been a close ally of the then Soviet Union while she was growing up, Mrs Vassiliev’s contact with Russia never extended beyond the classroom. Following studies in trade law, she worked for British and American consulting companies, furthering the gap between herself and Russia. Once here, that gap was quickly bridged.
Admittedly a difficult one, Tatyana made rapid progress with the language and now reads and speaks Russian with equal ease. Moscow’s well-stocked bookstores have slaked her thirst for inspired edification and she believes she has found herself. “Russia is a spiritual country and I am very comfortable here because I feel it”, she intimated. “The culture is so rich and there are books on any subject you can imagine. Russia gives me answers I could not find anywhere else,” she contends. Reading the Kaballah, an ancient Hebrew mystical system of thought, has helped her advance along the path of personal spiritual evolution. It was a chance meeting on an IWC boat cruise that led to her finding a copy of the esoteric writings, when she had practically despaired of doing so. 
Tatyana first became involved with a women’s club here in Moscow. The youthful mother of two children, a 27 year-old son, recently married to a Bolshoi Theatre ballerina, and an 11 year-old daughter, devoted the years before coming to Moscow to establishing and running her own relocation business. “In Sofia, I was so busy with work and my family that I had no time for anything else”, she confessed. Like most Bulgarian women, she was an active member of the workforce, making significant contributions to the country’s economy.
She has made up admirably for lost time. A hostess of three previous IWC General Meetings and two Winter Ball dinners, she is now an active club participant. Mrs Vassilieva looks forward to welcoming ladies from around the globe in the Bulgarian Embassy’s vast reception halls in October, when work by a Bulgarian artist will provide local colour. The Chancery was erected in the mid 1980’s in monumental Soviet style and boasts an impressive entrance area adorned by a stained glass window in vibrant blue tones. The adjoining residence was built to accommodate the then head of state and his family on visits to Moscow; the Vassilievs are only the second ambassadorial tenants.
And what can we expect from the Bulgarian stand at this year’s Winter Bazaar?  Bulruscommerce, a Bulgarian-Russian cosmetics company, will again donate its much-sought-after beauty products for sale. “The brand is very popular here and everything gets sold!”, Tatyana assured me enthusiastically. So, see you there!
