Spree for Charity or Around the World in 80 Ways
by  Gladys Abankwa-Meier-Klodt

Deepavali, Ramadan and Thanksgiving have come and gone, and just as the nail-biting and head-scratching over the whens, wheres and hows of year-end holiday shopping begin, the International Women’s Club (IWC) and its annual charity Winter Bazaar come to the rescue. 

For one day only, shoppers can give themselves over to guilt-free indulgence, splurging on gifts and treats in the comforting knowledge that proceeds from their purchases will promote the improvement of others’ lives. On December 1st, the doors of the Radisson SAS Slavyanskaya open on a microcosm of enthralling international flavours, aromas, sights and sounds, as close to 80 embassies and the local and foreign business communities join forces in aid of charity for a sixteenth time. 
A veritable treasure trove for discerning shoppers, the Winter Bazaar is a well-established Moscow tradition, unrivalled for the variety of merchandise available in one location. It promises something for every taste and budget, from the carnal to the cerebral, the superficial to the sublime. Whether it is Dutch cheese, Nepalese cashmere, traditional US crafts or South African artefacts you desire, look no further, your search ends here. According to Winter Bazaar Chairperson Olga Ashour, China will be making a big splash with a room all of its own this year.

A food court featuring the offerings of 29 embassies will provide sustenance for your shopping marathon, while the raffle and a silent auction should guarantee freely-flowing adrenalin and keep endorphin levels at just the right charge. “We have secured rare, much sought-after hand-autographed Real Madrid Football Club memorabilia”, enthused Paloma Simon-Hurst, Charities Committee Co-Chairperson, which will be auctioned off to the highest bidder. Other fabulous prizes, ranging from gift hampers, electronics and restaurant vouchers, to jewellery, valuable works of art, overnight stays and airline tickets, lie waiting to be claimed. “Whether you buy, bid or win, you will be satisfying both your needs and those of some unfortunate person or group in Russia”, assures Olga. 
“In previous years, over 4,000 members of the public have attended”, says Olga Ashour, and similar numbers are expected this year. It is a mammoth task, she admits, and the success of the bazaar hinges on the organizational skills and dedication of over a hundred IWC and embassy volunteers. Preparations begin months in advance, with appeals for donations and active involvement going out to diplomatic missions and the corporate sector. In the immediate run-up to the extravaganza, scores of IWC and embassy staffers give freely of their time, gathering at the Korean Embassy to sort, wrap, package and transport contributions. On the eve of the bazaar, set up at the hotel continues deep into the night. 

The IWC’s fundraising activity has come a long way since that first fair in 1988, held at the US Ambassador’s residence to raise funds for Armenian earthquake victims. The Winter Bazaar now accounts for the majority of capital used to finance the numerous humanitarian projects supported by the club. The IWC's Charities Committee personally monitors assistance given to baby houses, orphanages, the disabled, the homeless and destitute, soup kitchens, the elderly, children in cancer wards and women in prisons and holding centres.
Founded to foster friendship, cultural and social awareness among women of all nationalities in 1978, the IWC boasts a membership of over 660 women from 77 countries. Through interest groups, opportunities are provided to meet new people and discover hidden talent, but according to IWC sources, the ultimate aim is a charitable one.

So if you thought the winter couldn’t get any bleaker, the days any darker, take heart, light is on the horizon.

The IWC Winter Bazaar opens to the public at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, December 1, and runs until 4 p.m. Admission to the event, at the Radisson SAS Slavyanskaya Hotel, Pl. Evropy 2 (nearest metro station: Kievskaya) is 100 roubles.
