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Our Day At Travelers Rest

               EXT. DAY

               SCENE I

               Scene opens with A view of the waterfront, then zooms in on

               the sign reading,"Travellers Rest."

               The camera focuses on the two benches filled with patrons of

               the local village sitting and chatting in the evenings cool

               breeze. Clothed in local attire, some legs crossed some

               relaxed, shelling peanuts and chatting away as the evening

               began to come to a close. 

               Gene-a medium build 70 year old light skinned conchy joe man,

               Cookie-a 50 year old light skinned conchy joe man, Walter 40

               year old light skinned conchy joe man, Eric-55 year old light

               skinned conchy joe man, Alvin-40 year old light skinned

               conchy joe man, Jonna 40 year old Caucasian woman-medium

               build– brunette hair, George-40 year old light skinned black

               man and Charles-32 year old tall black man, sit upon that

               bench.Jonna, an American tourist living in the village on a

               long term basis walks into the picture holding a water bottle

               and joins the men on the western bench where she sits

               comfortably and addresses the gathering.

               Jonna

                         Jonna

               Hello guys. 

                         Gene

               Boy, the breeze sure blowing nice today. I been sitting here

               since 3 o'clock. Dis sure is nice weather this evening. 

                         Gene

               Eric, you boys remember the old library that used to be over

               there? 

               Gene pointed across the street at an overgrown vacant lot. 

                         Gene

               Yea boy, miss lossy used to keep a neatly run library at that

               time. We used to go there and get books. 

                         Eric

               Gene, you remember the old packing houses that used to be

               here and there on the corner? We used to get five cents as

               boys for every box of tomatoes we boxed for Mr. Albury. 

                         Cookie

               You all remember when the Donkey used to sail into the

               harbour carrying boxes of guava jelly, salt and salt beef to

               sell from Long Island? Boy to get your mouth on some of that

               guava jelly used to be a treat. Gene, you remember that? 

                         Gene

               Yea boy, those used to be the days. George, all out here used

               to be busy with people packing tomatoes and taking them from

               the factory to the sail boat in their dinghys. You all

               weren't around in them days. The old people had more

               sensibility and values in them days. Thas when the Bahamas

               was the Bahamas. 

                         Gene

               Yea, people had manners them days. Children used to respect

               their elders and pay attention to their duties in them days.

               It ain't like now with all those computers and things. I

               remember the days when we'd spend all day in the farm tending

               goats, sheep, weeding or picking peas. Ar, not now adays.

               Catch one of my grand children in the feild. They can't do

               nothin without a tv or radio stuck to their ears. Wi my grand

               daughter goes to bed with the radio on.

                         Eric

               Yea, those were the good old days. 

                         Gene

               Yea, shortly after that Arthur vining Davis and his partners

               came here in the fifties. They brought with them a mass of

               ideas to get this local economy going. They opened Winding

               Bay hotel and Cotton Bay, they started Davis Harbour. They

               build the airport, they started the power plant and so much

               more. In them days they got things started. Oh, they even got

               Rock Sound Club started. They did a lot for us in dem days

               you see them dere. 

                         Gene

               You remember that ey George, you remembers them days. 

                         George

               Yea Gene, I remember when all the hotels in Eleuthera were

               open in the early seventies. When Pan American Airlines used

               to make a direct flight straight from New York to Rock Sound

               every day loaded with tourists for the hotels. I used to be

               at the airport renting cars for the old man then. I was a

               young boy. 

                         Gene

               Yea boy. You used to be able to fly to Miami for $27 dollars

               round trip. Tings used to be cheap in those days. Das because

               Juan Tripp was the president of Pan American Airlines. And he

               saw to it that South Eleuthera got its fair share. 

                         Eric

               Even Island was in swing then. You used to be able to go from

               job to job aroud here then. You could get fired from one job

               today and the next day you could get a job at another hotel.

               Boy those were the days when Eleuthera was booming. Those

               were the good old days. You could work and work and save

               money then. Tings was cheap. That was thirty years ago. Shit

               now you could hardly save anything. 

                         Cookie

               Yea, tings was booming in South Eleuthera then thanks to men

               like Juan Tripp. 

                         Gene

               Now what we got? 

               Suck his teeth and looks around the gathering of men. 

                         Gene

               Things used to be so much better. Hell I remember when I

               first started as an office assistant at S.E.P. We used to had

               e sweep, mop, clean and do everything. Now adays, could you

               get any of these young people to do that? They don't want to

               do that on the job. Das how I made it for thirty years on one

               single job until I retired a few years ago. Das how we made

               it. True dilligence and hard work. 

                         Jonna

               Gene thats why we have to teach the young people differently.

               To change their ways, to study and work hard. 

                         Gene

               Das right George boy, you all don't know. We had to work

               hard. 

                         Eric

               Well, do you think we'll see those days again? 

                         Cookie

               Boy, I don't know. Things so bad these days. Christie always

               announcing this and that and nothing ever happens. 

               The crowd shakes their head in concurrence with the

               statement. Gene sucks his teeth again. 

                         Gene

               Him with his nonsense about 300 million dollars being spent

               in Eleuthera and das been for the past two years. Nuttin ever

               happens. Peoples confused and frustrated. Things ain ga never

               get no better. 

               SCENE II

               In comes the Rat riding his bicycle. As he enters the seaside 

               Gazeebo he rings the bell and shouts out to the crowd of

               gatherers

                         Rat

               Vote for the man with the plan. 

               Rats weary enthusiasm is telling but his demeanor and

               approach is honest as he hopes to revive the sagging spirit

               in the local villagers, invigorating them with his new local

               election campaign slogan. 

                         Gene

               What about you Rat, you see where things gonna get any

               better? 

                         Rat

               Yea Gene, there's hope. I believe things gonna change for the

               future. Give it time. 

               He smiles a crooked grin and looks away as if carelessly

               giving Gene little attention then turns to the crowd and

               cries out. 

                         Rat

               Vote for the man!

               The eclectic bunch of village gatherers all simultaineously

               burst out into a gleeful laugther. Gene sucks his teeth at

               the Rat and continues to laugh. 

                         Gene

               Boy you all full of foolishness, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha. 

               As he peels and puts the peanut nut in his gaping mouth. 

                         Jonna

               Well guys, you all don't seem very patriotic, what about your

               country? With Independence coming up and everything?

                         George

               Oh well, I'll tell you this. The Bahamas is a great nation.

               We got our independence in 1973 under the leadership of the

               great Sir Lynden Oscar Pindling and our country has been

               growing ever since. Just look at National insurance, for

               example, we can get a good pension in our old age and so on.

               So there have been some good initiatives taken by the

               government. Its not all gloom and doom. 

                         Jonna

               Thats right George. You have a lot of good things going on in

               your country. Why look at the beach right here. Its wonderful

               and where else in the world can you just sit down with people

               and gather just like this under Travelers Rest. Theres no

               place like it in the world. In the Bahamas, you have freedom

               and peace, Security and a great standard of living almost

               like America. Even that will come in time. 

                         Cookie

               No doubt about it. The Bahamas has it great. We have free

               speech and freedom of assembly not to mention a free peaceful

               election system like no other I've seen. 

                         Jonna

               Why just the sunshine and the cool breeze, the security of

               having the friendliest and best people in the world makes a

               great bit of difference wherever you go. The Bahamas is

               simply the best country in the world. I come from America and

               I can tell you, I have travelled the world. I can tell you.

               I'm so happy here in Tarpum Bay, Eleuthera and the Bahamas.

               Its the best place in the world to be. I'm even gonna

               celebrate Independence this year. You should too. 

               The boys nodded their heads in agreement and tried to smile. 

                         Gene

               Yes maam your right. A lot of that is true. We Bahamians take

               a lot for granted in this little country. Here we have the

               sweetest time you could imagine and some of us don't even

               realize it. 

               SCENE III

               EXT. EVENING, SUNSETTING

               The camera pulls out from the shot leaving the crew talking

               and laughing to each other as the sun sets on the horizon. 

               The scene closes with a close up shot of the setting sun. 
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