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Marino has 'greatest' football card





Review co-editor Warren Newell is back again this month... this time to take a cursory look at


the new Strat-O-Matic Football Cards.


Warren, whose wife Karen handles most of the production duties for tthe Review, gasped when he


first saw the new football cards: "arino has the greatest Strat-O-Matic card I've ever seen!


Unfortunately, someone ealse has him in our league."





"Overall, the rest of the cards are not that exciting" says Newell. "The runners seem down. But


maybe everything else seems to be less because of the great card that Marino has."


Warren, who reviewed the cards for the Review along with Jim Myers, one of the founding fathers


of the Ostego League and another keen student of the football game, says that San Francisco looks


solid all- around, particularly on pass defense.





Miami's defenses which was given the same kind of treatment Marvelous Marvin Hagler dished out to


Thomas Hearns in the Super Bowl, has a defense that is suspect, for sure. There's only one "6"


rating - nose tackle Bob Baumhower - while the team ratings are "poor" against the run and


"average" against the pass.





Marino's card is a dandy. He and Joe Montana had similar completion percentage (64.2 for Marino


compared to 64.6), but Miami's quarterback passed for 1,454 more yards and connected on 20 more


touchdown passes. 





Montana has a great card, too, but as Newell and Myers note: "He misses on 7, wrong, short pass.





"Bartkowski has an excellent card, but few attempts. Neil Lomas of St. Louis is not as good as


some people are going to think he should be.





Combination-wise, the Lomas-to-Roy Green tandem is outstanding. And Lynn Dickey to James Lofton


isn't too bad. Check out Lofton's card, under guessed wrong column!


Another quarterback who deserves special attention is Jim McMahon of the Chicago Bears. He has an


outstanding running card, especially, on end runs. But, alas, his playing time should be minimal


as he rushed only 39 times and passed only 143.





The best running back card belongs to Eric Dickerson, and that's only fitting because he rushed


for 2,105 yards and a 5.6 average. Dickerson has suprisingly few short gains on his card, but he


does have long gain completely across on No. 12, including guessed right. He also has a short


gain on Nos. 3 and 11, called right. 





Walter Payton has his usual card- very goo- plus is again hard to throw for a loss. Wendell


Tyler, Gerald Riggs and Tony Nathan also have very good cards: ditto for Billy Sims and Eddie


Ivery, the latter two of whom were injured and have limited rushing attempts.





As far as the Big D, defense, SanFrancisco and the Los Angeles Raiders have the best defensive


backfields, going by the numbers, with the 49ers having three "6s" and one "5" and the Raiders


three "6s" and one "4". The worst secondaries, meanwhile, are Houston's (one "4" and "three "0s")


and Indianapolis (one "5" and three "0s").





Seattle and the Raiders have the only "excellent" pass defense team ratings, Kansas City and


Philadelphia, although not rated as high, appear to have better cards.





Minnesota and San Diego have "very poor" pas ratings, while Houston has an atrocious Linebuck/Off


Tackle card with "short gain" on No. 7 on 0 LB and 0 LB and 1 LB rolls, respectively. 





New England has no fumble chance on defense.








Football card corrections





The new football cards were relatively error free, reports Strat-0-Matic.  Onl , Only a couple of


minor errors...and two controversial extra players.





Early card sets sent out by S-0-M had Mick Luckhurst as the kicker for the Kansas City Chiefs.


It should have been Nick Lowery.  Just put Nick Lowery in place of Mick Luckhurst if you should


have an early set.  The readings under field goal attempts are correct.  Luckhurst is the kicker


-For the Atlanta Falcons and his card is correct.





Another minor error is that Jeff Rutledge, quarterback of the New York Giants. has results under


"Must run" on the flip side of his card.  He doesn't have a "Must run" on the passing side,


however. so the play cannot occur.  So forget the "must run" on Rutledge's card.





Some avid football gamers have questioned the game company's reasoning in excluding Billy Sims


(Detriot) and Tommy Kramer's (Minnesota) cards from the regular edition.  Both are extra players.


Sims rushed 17.0 times for 687 yards (5.3 average) while Kramer attempted 276 passes and


completed 52.5%. for 1,678 yards.  Both were injured, though, and missed half or more of the


season.





"Usually, we only give cards (in the regular set) to players who have played in over half a


team's games," says James Williams of S-0-M.  "Sims played the first eight games, had a great


season, and then was hurt and missed the rest of the season.  Inclusion of him would distort the


stats.  That's basically why it was done.





"That was also true of Kramer.  Bath teams suffered because of the loss of key players the latter


part of the season. If Sims had played at the and of the season it would have had more impact (on


the Lions' record).





"Eddie Lee Iverv was given a card for that reason.  He came back at the end of the season and was


instrumental in Green Bay playing well.





"We know a lot of people aren't going to like it, but that's the we felt it best to prevent the


stats and team performance from being distorted."


Sims and Kramer were part of the extra players, though, so gamers really serious about an


accurate replay could still have their cards and rush Sims his alloted 130 times and have Kramer


throw his 236 passes.





This was not a card conservation move by S-0-M... as in addition to the 56 additional players


(two per team) seven teams received a third extra payer, the latter at no extra cost.











