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	CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
2007-2008 OFFICERS!!

President:

           Lisa Brecht

President-Elect:
           Tracy Washington

Recording Secretary:
           Allison Streepey

Treasurer:


Edelin Smith

State Director:


Sherri Watts

Past President:


Ann Simmons

Parliamentarian:

Judy Davis



2007-2008 COMMITTEE CHAIRS
	Bulletin Editors: Rita Thatcher and Allison Streepey

Membership: Tracy Washington and Patsy Dooley

Public Relations: Tracy Washington & Patsy Dooley

Ways and Means: Margarett Wilson

ALS/PLS/PP: Charlotte Edwards

CLE: Brandi Spillers

Employment (Job Bank): Mary Hand
History Book: Theresa Dokes

Bar Liaison: Mimi Mangrum

Boss of the Year/Bosses' Night Chairs: Linda Adair
and  Judy Davis
	Day In Court: Mimi Mangrum

Award of Excellence: Judy Davis
Parliamentarian: Judy Davis

Corresponding Secretary: Sherri Watts

Audit Committee: Janice Miller

Scholarship Chair: Trena Hall

Nominations and Elections: Charlotte Edwards

Website: Mary Hand

Legal Training Course Committee: Ann
Simmons and Linda Adair
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A Chartered Local Chapter of

AALS, the Association for Legal Support Professionals and

NALS…the Association for Legal Professionals
OUTGOING PRESIDENT’S FAREWELL MESSAGE
Memories flood over me as I address you as your outgoing president.  I have gained a lifetime of new friends and hope that I have caused a spark of interest in you as I served as your president.  As many of you know, this is not my first time serving as president, so my commitment should convince you that I believe you are the best of the best.  I believe that this is the professional association to join.  

We began this year with some aggressive goals.  The most important of which was HOPE … helping other professionals excel.  Because of your contributions, our chapter has gained new members, completed a successful legal training course, earned new certifications and gained student members.  Our sister organization, AALA, presented us with a $500 scholarship to help us further the education of others.  We can say, “Mission accomplished.”

To each member, the executive board and committee members, a big THANK YOU.  Without you, it would not have been possible to accomplish what we have.  

In the words of Helen Keller, “I am only one; but still I am one.  I cannot do everything, but I can do something.  I will not refuse to do something I can do.”  It has truly been my pleasure to serve as your president.  

Ann Simmons

President 2006-2007

INCOMING PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

I am so excited about the coming year for Greater Little Rock LSP.  I am grateful that you have put your trust in me to guide our chapter for a year.  However, I cannot do it by myself.  Each one of us has been given gifts and talents. We have skills, abilities, resources at our disposal and opportunities that are unique to us. 

I will have to admit that some have more than others. But I truly believe that everyone gets something. You might have one, two, or six – but everyone has something to offer, something to invest in the lives of others.  And each of us has something to offer to Greater Little Rock LSP.  As we begin this new phase together, please let your talents and gifts work for us!  

We have numerous opportunities for each of you to use your talents and gifts.  I welcome your thoughts and ideas as we continue this year.  It's going to be educational!  I look forward to a wonderful year!

Lisa Brecht

President

GREATER LITTLE ROCK LEGAL SUPPORT PROFESSIONALS
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

January 16, 2007

The regular monthly business meeting of Greater Little Rock Legal Support Professionals was convened at Franke’s Cafeteria at 12:06 on January 16, 2007.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Lisa Brecht.  The Invocation was given by Anne Smith.  The Code of Ethics was read by Rita Thatcher.

Consent Agenda Items

The consent agenda was utilized.  The minutes of the November 21, 2006, business meeting will be sent via e-mail per Secretary Washington.  Due to a job relocation, she did not have access to the minutes.  The Treasurer’s report was accepted subject to financial review.

Officer Reports

President Simmons stated that she has received President Elect Beverly Newborn’s resignation which will go into effect as of March 1.  We will need to elect a new president and president elect for 2007-2008.  The EC has accepted her resignation.  Charlotte Edwards will chair the Nomination and Elections committee.  Trena Hall and Allison Streepey will serve as tellers.  

Publications Chair, Anne Smith reported that she does not have any information for the publication.  She needs any information that the association has to put in the newsletter.  She would like to have it by Friday, January 26.

State Director, Lisa Brecht reported that she is working on the Chapter Achievement Award which is due by March 15.  She has made copies of the form for everyone’s review so that the members can assist her with filling it out.

EC Recommendations

The EC recommends that we send the new president to the NALS Professional Development & Education Conference in Tulsa and that we pay for her registration only.  The registration is $259.  There was some discussion regarding clarification of this recommendation.  This recommendation was approved.

Informational Items

Next EC Meeting February 6, 2007, at noon at Mitchell Williams Law Firm

GLRLSP Business/CLE meeting:
February 20, 200, noon at Franke’s

AALS Winter Board Meeting-Jonesboro, January 19-20, 2007

AALS Annual Meeting-Eureka Springs-May 4-6, 2007

Region Six Meeting, Shreveport, LA, last weekend in July

Please check the calendar on our website for dates and times of local, state and national meetings.

GREATER LITTLE ROCK LEGAL SUPPORT PROFESSIONALS
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

February 21, 2007

The regular monthly business meeting of Greater Little Rock Legal Support Professionals was convened at Franke’s Cafeteria on February 21, 2007. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Margarett Wilson. The Invocation was given by Doris Compton. The Code of Ethics was read by Mary Hand. New members, Kristen Edstrom, Mimi Mangrum and Theresa Dokes were present.

Consent Agenda Items

The consent agenda was utilized. The minutes of the January 16, 2007, business meeting will be sent via e-mail. The Treasurer’s report was accepted subject to financial review.

Officer Reports

Lisa Brecht stated that she needs everyone’s Chapter Achievement as soon as possible if you have not submitted it to her.

Rita Thatcher reported that she is working on the history book. If anyone has pictures or souvenirs that that they would like to donate to the history book, please contact her. She also mentioned that she got a good response to her email about volunteering at the Arkansas Bar Association Reception. The volunteers included Stacy Cates, Linda Adair, Dee Thornton, Charlotte Edwards, Ann Simmons, Judy Davis, Janice Miller, Mary Hand, Mimi Mangrum, and Kristen Engstrom. She has sent out a schedule for those that will be volunteering.

Judy Davis reported that tonight is the Final Exam night for the Legal Training course. She reported that all of the students in the class are also taking the ALS exam. She also stated that she is very grateful for Linda Adair and all of her hard work with this course.

President Simmons wants to encourage all officers/chairpersons to scan and place all paperwork/reports onto cd’s before giving it to the next officer. She also stated that the 50th Anniversary of GLRLSP is March 19, 2008 and the 50th Anniversary of AALS is May 23, 2008. The EC discussed having a special event for these occasions.

EC Recommendations

1. The EC recommends that GLRLSP bid for the AALS 2009 Annual meeting. This recommendation was approved.

2. The EC recommends that GLRLSP submit Judy Davis as a nominee for the AALS Award of Excellence. This recommendation was approved.

Charlotte Edwards, Nominations Chair, reported that the Official Call for Nominations of Officers for fiscal year 2007-2008 was sent to the membership on January 25, 2007 and all nominations were received by February 8, 2007. All nominees were notified of their nominations. 
The slate of nominees is:

President: Lisa Brecht

President Elect: Tracy Washington

Recording Secretary: Theresa Dokes, Edelin Smith, Allison Streepey

Treasurer: Trena Hall, Edelin Smith

State Director: Sherri Watts

There were no nominations from the floor for President. There was a motion that the nominations for President be closed and that we elect Lisa Brecht as President by acclimation. This motion was approved.
There were no nominations from the floor for President Elect. There was a motion to close the nominations for President Elect and that we elect Tracy Washington as President Elect by acclimation. This motion was approved.
There were no nominations from the floor for Recording Secretary. The tellers passed out the ballots with the nominees’ names for the membership to vote. There was not a majority so the top two, Theresa Dokes and Allison Streepey, were voted on. The new Recording Secretary is Allison Streepey.
There were no nominations from the floor for Treasurer. The tellers passed out the ballots with the nominees’ names for the membership to vote. The new Treasurer is Edelin Smith.
There were no nominations from the floor for State Director. There was a motion to close the nominations for State Director and that we elect Sherri Watts as State Director by acclimation. This motion was approved.
There was a motion to destroy the ballots. This motion was approved.

Informational Items

Next EC Meeting March 6, 2007, at noon at Mitchell Williams Law Firm

GLRLSP Business/CLE meeting: March 20, 2007, noon at Franke’s

AALS Annual Meeting-Eureka Springs-May 4-6, 2007

Regions 6 Meeting, Shreveport, LA, last weekend in July

Please check the calendar on our website for dates and times of local, state and national

meetings.

**HOPE IS HELPING OTHER PROFESSIONALS EXCEL**

GREATER LITTLE ROCK LEGAL SUPPORT PROFESSIONALS BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

March 20, 2007

The regular monthly business meeting of Greater Little Rock Legal Support Professionals was convened at Ciao's Restaurant on March 20, 2007.

The Invocation was given by Charlotte Edwards. The Code of Ethics and Pledge of Allegiance were waived due to the installation of officers

Bonnie Vickery and Nancy Collins, members of AALA, were present.

Consent Agenda Items

The minutes of the February 20, 2007, business meeting and the Treasurer's report will be approved at the April meeting.

Officer Reports

There were no officer reports.

EC recommendations
1.
GLRLSP purchase a plaque or certificates for the non-members of the Basic Legal Training Course that pass the ALS exam. This recommendation was approved.

2.
GLRLSP purchase a full page ad congratulating the officers from GLRLSP to be published in the AALS Annual meeting brochure and ¼ page ad congratulating our Award of Excellence nominee, Judy Davis. This recommendation was approved.

3.
GLRLSP purchase a digital camera for a cap of $180 and memory card and that it be purchased as soon as possible. This recommendation was approved.

Informational Items

Next EC Meeting April 3, 2007, at noon at Mitchell Williams Law Firm 

GLRLSP Business/CLE meeting:
April 17, 2007, noon at Franke's 

AALS Annual Meeting-Eureka Springs-May 4-6, 2007

Region 6 Meeting, Shreveport, LA, last weekend in July

Please check the calendar on our website for dates and times of local, state and national meetings.

**HOPE IS HELPING OTHER PROFESSIONALS EXCEL**

GREATER LITTLE ROCK LEGAL SUPPORT PROFESSIONALS

BUSINESS / CLE MEETING MINUTES

April 17, 2007

The regular monthly business meeting of Greater Little Rock Legal Support Professionals was convened at Franke's Cafeteria at 12:05 p.m. on April 17, 2007. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Teresa Dokes. The Invocation was given by Charlotte Edwards. The Code of Ethics was read by Margaret Wilson. We had two (2) visitors, Lynn Hightower and Stephanie Thompson.

Consent Agenda Items:
The minutes of the February 20, 2007 and the March 20, 2007 business meetings were approved as written. The Treasurer's reports of February 20, 2007 and March 20, 2007 were approved as written subject to financial review.

Officer Reports:
Charlotte Edwards reported that this is the only chapter in the state that offers the full training courses for certification. She also said that of the ALS course participants, fourteen passed the ALS exam. Ten of the 14 are members of NALS, and there are now four new members. Three will take the ALS exam in September. Jeanne Smith at Alltel has rejoined GLRLSP and is aiming for PP certification.

EC Recommendations:
1. The members approved acceptance of the President's recommendations for Committee Chairs for 2007-2008.

President’s recommendations for Committee Chairs for 2006-2007:

Bulletin Editor – Rita Thatcher and Allison Streepey

Membership –  Tracy Washington and Patsy Dooley

Public Relations – Tracy Washington and Patsy Dooley

Ways and Means – Margarett Wilson
ALS/PLS/PP – Charlotte Edwards

CLE – Brandi Spillers

Employment (Job Bank) – Mary Hand
History Book –  Theresa Dokes

Bar Liaison –  Mimi Mangrum

Boss of the Year/Bosses' Night Chair – Linda Adair, Judy Davis

Day In Court – Mimi Mangrum

Award of Excellence – Judy Davis
Parliamentarian – Judy Davis

Corresponding Secretary – Sherri Watts

Audit Committee - Janice Miller

Scholarship Chair - Trena Hall

Nominations and Elections - Charlotte Edwards

Website - Mary Hand

Legal Training Course Committee - Ann Simmons and Linda Adair

2. GLRLSP will contribute $50 for a booth at the Arkansas Bar Association's Annual Meeting in Hot Springs, June 6-9, 2007.

3. GLRLSP will host a booth for the April 25th Paralegal Association Open House event at Pulaski College, buy refreshments and have door prizes.

Discussion Items:
President Lisa Brecht reported that there are employers who want the basic course again as soon as possible. She recommended that we plan the course for the fall, and suggested that we may want to do the basic back to back then do the advanced course. 

Lisa Brecht reported that the AALA Scholarship funds given to GLRLSP by Nancy Collins in March will begin when the course begins. AALA wants to participate in the selection of the recipient(s).

Parliamentarian Judy Davis said that we have members interested in the advanced legal training course in preparation for the PLS exam. Charlotte Edwards reported that no class is necessary to take the PLS exam but that you have to have three years experience as a legal assistant. We know of five people who are interested in taking the PLS exam in September. Charlotte, as the new chair, will be setting up the Study Class for summer like we did last year.

Because GLRLSP is the only chapter in the state that has the certification preparation it has been a benefit for membership.

Mary Hand mentioned that GLRLSP helped organize the Annual meeting and that is why there is a push for attendance. She also announced that Arkansas Blue Cross Blue Shield donated a $400 sponsorship towards the meeting.

President Brecht reminded us to check the website for important dates.

Informational Items:
AALS Annual Meeting May 4-6 at Eureka Springs

AALS Leadership Retreat June 22-23 Ferncliff

Region 6 Meeting, Shreveport, LA, July 26-29, 2007

AALS 2007 Fall Business Meeting & Educational Conference, hosted by White County

2007 NALS 56th Educational Conference & National Forum, St. Louis, MO, Oct 11-14, 2007

AALS 2008 Winter Business Meeting & Educational Conference hosted by GLRLSP

AALS 2008 Annual Business Meeting & Educational Conference hosted by Saline, Garland, and Jefferson Counties

2008 NALS 57th Educational Conference & National Forum, Norfolk, VA, Sept. 11-14, 2008 (must schedule AALS Fall Board Meeting & Educational Conference around this date to avoid conflict.
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Your Living Will, Health Care Power of Attorney, and Why 

by Allison Streepey, BA, ALS

Death and dying are one of the most difficult topics to discuss, and yet in our lives it is something that none of us can escape.  When you think of preparing your estate, the first documents you should consider are a Living Will and a Health Care Power of Attorney.  These legal documents would explain your choices of care should you become incapacitated.  You need to decide now what you would want done in that event, if anything, and who should assist and act upon your health care choices, if you are not able to communicate.  

The document that has a description of your specific choices of care is called an “Advanced Care Directive” or a “Living Will.”  Your personal beliefs may be a little different than the facility where you receive your care, and no one can help with your choices unless you tell them.  For example, would you want to be on life support if needed, or do you want a “do not resuscitate” (DNR) in place?  It is hard to imagine such a terrible situation, but so important that you prepare for a bad event, so that your wishes will be arranged as you requested.  

The document that you will need to prepare for the person of your choice to make health care decisions on your behalf is a “Health Care Power of Attorney” or “Medical Care Power of Attorney.”  This person’s duty is to see to it that your choices of care and decisions from your Living Will are done to your specifications.  It is important that you meet with them before preparing the document to be sure they accept the responsibility to act on your behalf and to follow your preferences of care.
The laws of each state vary as to the legal requirements of these documents.  It would be in your best interest to work with an attorney to have these prepared and ready as soon as you can.  We do not know what any day will bring, but having these documents in place will ease your mind by putting you in control of your future, which is a good way to begin your estate plan.
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A smile confuses an approaching frown.
                                                                                       Author Unknown
