A Trip Through the Solar System
Here's a way to understand the differences between planets without trying to comprehend millions and millions of miles.  Suppose you were ten years old and you decided to travel the whole solar system.  You jump into a very fine, fast spaceship, and you start your journey, leaving from the sun.
 

	
	Calculate the years as you travel from planet to planet:

	Mercury-- Getting from the sun to Mercury takes only 3 months. When you reach Mercury, you'd be 10 years and 3 months old.
	From the sun to Mercury: 

3 months

	Venus-- When you reach Venus, you'd be 10 years and 8 months old.
	From Mercury to Venus:
____________

	Earth-- You'd reach Earth at age 11 years 6 months. 
	From Venus to Earth:
_____________

	Mars-- You'd be over 12 years and 4 months old when you got to Mars.
	From Earth to Mars:
____________

	Jupiter-- By the time you reach Jupiter, you'd be 18 years old.
	From Mars to Jupiter:
____________

	Saturn-- When you reach Saturn, you would be 25 years old.
	From Jupiter to Saturn:
____________

	Uranus-- Go all the way to Uranus and you'll be 40 years old!!
	From Saturn to Uranus:
____________

	Neptune-- At Neptune, you'd be celebrating your 56th birthday. 
	From Uranus to Neptune:
____________

	Pluto-- And when you reached Pluto, you'd be 70......a senior citizen!
	From Neptune to Pluto:
_____________


Now that you have calculated the years it would take to get from one planet to the next, your team can now figure out how long it would take to get from Earth to your planet.
