Susan in her column and Kevin in his response did an incredible job articulating this truly amorphous time in our lives, prevalently known as “growing up”.  And I am reminded of one of my favorite quotations:


“The harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph.  

   For what we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly: 

   it is dearness only that gives everything its value.”  

– Thomas Paine

Susan, I do not see that you have fully contradicted Alex’s amazingly profound statement: Compromise is giving something up even though it’s hard; settling is giving something up because it’s hard.  Perhaps you are not ready to leap before you look with respect to finding work you are passionate about, but you have done so in other aspects of life by truly pouring yourself heart, soul and mind into Aaron and your relationship with him.  And that is extraordinary!  Not many people have that amount of heart and courage when it comes to relationships.  To most, it is FAR easier to leap before looking with respect to employment—that is just a job—but relationships are frightening and all-consuming because they are you.

And the relationships we form now, with both friends and lovers, affect our lives and the course our lives take.  If we come by those relationships too easily, we oft fail to see them for what they are—miracles that we are privileged enough to be touched by, to be a part of.  The decisions we make right now affect how and when and even IF we come into contact with these people.  Take pride in your present conflict because it is in that conflict these seeds of greatness are sown.

To each of you, my friends, have passion and have conviction, now and later in life.  And while your reasons may change, that passion and conviction will always carry you through the times when you are uncertain as to your reasons.  

Being a passionate person and being passionate about what you are presently engaged in are not necessarily the same.  Know yourself.  Be passionate about what gets you up in the morning.  So what if it’s not your job?!  So what if it’s not to go to school?!  Your passion for the things in life that do matter to you will spill over into other areas.  Get up, go to work or school, and be passionate because you know that you will be stopping by your favorite place to do your favorite thing in your favorite way on your favorite route home.

One of my most cherished pieces on display at the MFA is “The Little Gardener” by Bazille.  And I love it so because I find it to be the most fitting present description of my life.  If you’ve never seen it, I highly recommend stopping by for a peek.  It is an unfinished, Impressionistic work depicting a nearly finished gardener in the garden behind his home.  But look closely, there is another gardener, to the lower left, she’s just an outline, barely a sketch.  It’s likely, that if you’ve never truly looked, you’ve never seen her.  And a tree to the upper right.  And many other forms not yet completed.  This is life.  It is raw.  It is unfinished.  And that, my friends, is all the fun!  The shaping, the filling-in, the never knowing.  There are people and careers and all sorts of wonderful things in our future that have yet to come into focus and being.  To rush the completion would be to serve a terrible injustice on a work of art as beautiful as life.  Do not attempt to fill in the shapes and curves of your second gardener while also painting the leaves on your barren trees.  Work on the small pieces of your puzzle with passion and conviction because they are currently in your control.  And when you step back in a few months or years, or however much time it may take, you will have before you the masterpiece of a carefully-fashioned life because each tiny piece, which was at first glance insignificant or non-existent, was lovingly and passionately and sincerely crafted.

