PREFACE





I wrote this last year at the conclusion of surely the strangest year in my life.  As a sort of emotional-purging SLASH self-mockery that served as a cute bookend to some experiences I didn’t fully understand.  As per usual, I just made a joke out of it.  I’m not sure if it’s soapboxy (yet self-consciously humble) or funny or both or if it actually tries hard to be funny as if I were reaching for a more carefree version of myself.  Whoa, I’m getting gloomy.





Anyway, you be the judge.  In a day or two, I’ll submit the sequel after a year in which I have successfully received both the highest grades of my life and the most of threats to issue warrants for my arrest (1).  It’s tentatively entitled “The Importance of Being Regular”.





So following a lengthy preface, here’s the lengthier still introduction to my long-lost guest column written in late July of 2002…





I like to make lists.  They make me feel organized.  In all honesty, it just proves I’m recklessly disorganized with my life philosophies sloppily arranged in thousands of succinct but redundant lists.  Sort of like organizing a sock drawer by making several smaller drawers, one for blue socks, one for black, for brown and so on.  Neat and tidy?  Yes.  Organized?  Not sure.  Anyway, at least I’m reckless!  I justify all that by telling myself that if I’m ever a motivational speaker, I’ll be extra-prepared for an excellent powerpoint presentation.





So after a year of nearly constant mental ramblings, some jotted down on paper-be afraid, be very afraid-I’ve chosen to abuse access to the only “reputable” periodical that will publish me: Glenn’s Webpage.  Surely, he now wishes he’d had something interesting of his own to write this week.  Mmmm…I already feel warm inside as if I have something to share.  So to lukewarm reception (that is, the five bleary pairs eyes that aren’t dating me that are actually reading this column…my first), I present BLAKE’S 20 LISTS! (in no particular order unless otherwise indicated)





List #1: Alternative Careers that Interest Me (with the likelihood of each)


1.	Rap Artist (or as a French friend of mine calls them “rapists”.  I’ve yet to correct him.  Turns out I’m goofy, white and as such have no sense of rhythm.  No chance.)


2.	The Catcher in the Rye (No health benefits)


3.	Rev. Camden on “Seventh Heaven” (I’m sorry to all of you who formerly called me friend.)


4.	Jimmy Wu (He seems pretty friggin happy.  Plus he got to ride in the Vomit Comet.)


5.	Motivational Speaker (I have to get rid of this thing called “cynicism” first probably.)








List #2:  Things you should never feel guilty about spending money on


1.	Music


2.	Magazine subscriptions


I have some commentary here.  I suggest any combination that includes at least one from the following two groups.  Group A (magazines that make you feel smart): The New Yorker, The Economist, New York Times Magazine-comes with the Sunday edition of the paper.  Group B (these make you feel normal again after you find you’re using way too many big words and engaging “important dialogue on racial politics” at the Marquis): Maxim/Cosmo, Men’s Fitness/Shape, Rolling Stone, Sports Illustrated, Road & Track.


3.	Coffee (life’s too short for sock sweatßthe official French term for American coffee.  Everything’s “official” in France-the only country that has a governmental department solely dedicated to maintaining the native language.)


4.	Road Trips


5.	A beer that you’ve never tried before











List #3: Advice for the recent Rice graduate


1.	Do at least two of the following: Join a gym, regularly attend a religious service, set up a weekly dinner party or movie nite among your friends, have a working knowledge of good Houston happy hour deals.


2.	Subscribe to at least two magazines (see list #2, item 2)


3.	If you don’t have a job yet, swallow your pride and get employed somewhere.  I swear to God, it is important for your sanity to at least be a waiter or Starbucks barista.  It’s not all that great but at least you get to share funny one-liners with your friends like:





“My daughter is into idol-worship right now…she’s got posters of Eminem all over her room and door.  And that’s a problem because I’m gay!”





[Insert annoyingly slutty drawl] “Why you want me work pastry case ah-gee-in?  Make a bitch all fat wit big ol’ fat tiddies!”





“I’m a recovering alcoholic and drug addict-oh damn, bitch!  Look at that boy, I could TEAR HIS ASS UP-so anyway, I been sober for, like, five months now…”





4.	Develop an obsession.  Don’t worry, you can call it an “interest” or “hobby”.  Mine have included a collection of pint glasses and Bob Schneider.  Scrubbing your bathtub basin or any other cleaning activity does not count.


5.	Meet/date non-Rice people.  In fact, set your preconceptions aside and look out for Baylor girls.  I swear!








List #4: Top 5 Bob Schneider songs (this is hard…)


1.	The World Exploded


2.	Metal and Steel


3.	Moon Song


4.	Corn Flakes and Sodium Penethol


5.	Blood





List #5:  Bob Schneider CDs that I Own in Ranking Order


1.	“Lonely Land” - Bob Schneider


2.	“The Galaxy of Kings” - Bob Schneider


3.	“More than a Feeling” - The Scabs


4.	“Stereophonic Spanish Fly” - The Ugly Americans


5.	“Songs Sung and Played on Guitar at the Same Time” - Bob Schneider


6.	“Boom Boom Baby” - The Ugly Americans








List #6: Bands You Should Check Out


1.	Bob Schneider/Ugly Americans/The Scabs


2.	Jurassic 5


3.	The Hives


4.	John Mayer


5.	Virginia Coalition





List #7: More Advice for the Recent Rice Graduate (Food & Leisure Edition)


1.	Buy a George Foreman Grill


2.	Eat Wendy’s salads at least once a week (they’re cheap, good and let’s face it.  How else were you planning on getting your vegetables in?)


3.	Get digital cable and a cable modem (you WILL miss the high-speed connection)








List #8: Books You should at least partially read


1.	“Tuesday’s With Morrie” by Alan


2.	“The Quarterlife Crisis” by…Don’t Remember


3.	“Naked” by David Sedaris


4.	“A Staggering Work of Astounding Genius” by Dave Eggers


5.	“Me Talk Pretty One Day” by David Sedaris





List #9: Top 5 of my Lists up Till Now


1.	List #1


2.	List #4


3.	List #2


4.	List #3


5.	List #8











List #10: Reasons Why 4 guys would create a coalition called “Gay Club” even jokingly


1.	to entertain androgenous tendencies


2.	to look more attractive to girls


3.	to address heterosexual frustrations


4.	to have a decent excuse to eat at La Strada


5.	Because attending a “club function” of any kind makes you feel way cooler than just hanging out at the same old places (you can insert it under “deposit check” and “clip fingernails” on your To-Do List!)





List #11:  Things You Should NOT do on a 1st, 2nd, or 3rd Date


1.	Look at pictures of your ex-girlfriends


2.	Watch any of the following movies:  “From Dusk Till Dawn”, “The Closet”, “In the Company of Men”, “Monster’s Ball” or any Monty Python flick.


3.	Go to the Marquis especially if you’re a bartender there.


4.	Talk about your favorite drunken escapades


5.	Share any of the following: “Most of my friends are girls”, “Basically I pass out condoms several times a week” or “I’m on an anti-depressant called Celexa-it’s like Prozac”





List #12:  Silly Things I’ve Done This Year in Search of “Peace” (or Don’ts for the Recent Rice Grad)


1.	Buddhism (any philosophy whose central tenet is “it’s all in your head” is going to fuck you up)


2.	The self-help section at Borders (there’s some good stuff, but mostly these people are just making money off you by telling you how much more capable they are than you)


3.	Private tutoring (Oh yeah, they’ll pay you upwards of $35/hr, but then you only work 2-3 hours a day.  Sounds great?  Wrong.  No amount of journal-writing or coffee shop-going or sleeping can satisfyingly fill over 20 hours a day.)


4.	Seriously discuss with people about my “quarterlife crisis”.


5.	Watching more than 2 successive Sports Centers.  Actually, nothing changes in the world of sports news between 8am and 5pm.





List #13: Fun Dirty Songs You Should Download to Humor the Potty-Mouth Inside


1.	“Put It in My Mouth” by Aykinele


2.	“Blowjob Betty” by Too Short


3.	“Hangin with the Horny Girls” by the Scabs


4.	“Boom Boom Baby” by Ugly Americans


5.	You probably have one of your own





List #14: Texas Country Artists You Should Check Out


1.	Charlie Robison


2.	Ray Wylie Hubbard


3.	Slaid Cleaves


4.	Pat Green


5.	Rodney Crowell





List #15: Movies that Will Make You Happy


1.	Life is Beautiful


2.	Amelie


3.	Shawshank Redemption








List #16: Guilty Pleasures


1.	“7th Heaven”


2.	Boy Bands/Britney


3.	Thumbzilla.com


4.	Popping blackheads


5.	My cuticle clipper





List #17: Things you MUST see before you leave Houston


1.	the Menil Collection


2.	the MFAH (free on Thursdays!)


3.	The Orange Show


4.	the beer can House


5.	Kemah





List #18: Road Trips that are worth every dime


1.	Washington, DC


2.	Shiner, TX


3.	New Orleans, LA


4.	San Antonio, TX (only if commenced after 10pm)


5.	Washington, DC (please)





List #19: funky Houston restaurants worth your time


1.	Ziggy’s Healthy Grill


2.	Café Artiste


3.	Baba Yega’s


4.	Niko Niko’s


5.	Barnaby’s





List #20: Other Things You Could be Doing Instead of (or while…) Reading All 20 of My Lists


1.	Submitting your resume


2.	Sleeping


3.	Calling your mom


4.	Grilling a chicken breast


5.	Masturbating





Lists that didn’t make it: porn sites, movies that will depress the shit out of you, anti-depressant medications, top 5 7th heaven characters, 5 worst reality programs, top 5 shows on the WB, worst compliments I’ve ever given someone, most annoying Houston newscasters.


