Language and Creative Arts

Possible questions for essay:

1. Choose a significant scene or sequence in the narrative of The Talented Mr Ripley which is evident in both the written and the film text.  Compare and contrast the techniques used by the novelist and the director.  In your discussion, you should explain any significant differences in the way this material is treated, and evaluate the impact on the viewer/reader in terms of the texts' themes, plot development and insight into character.  

Some things you may discuss include: camera angles and movement, lighting, soundtrack, mise-en-scene, editing, casting, blocking, symbolism (for the film); style, irony, suspense, point of view, plot development, action, symbolism and imagery, relationships and roles of different characters in the overall structure of the narrative, and any special narrative devices.

2.  "Though the basic story or fabula of the two versions of this text is roughly the same, the material has been shaped by the respective composers to suggest very different meanings, and give rise to very different interpretations." 

Discuss.  What are some of the different meanings and interpretations suggested by the novel The Talented Mr Ripley and the film of the same name?

3.  A visitor from Mars has time to either read the novel, or see the film, but not both.  What would you advise the alien to do, and why?

4.  Discuss The Talented Mr Ripley  and the eponymous film as examples of the "thriller".  (You should talk about the different ways the respective texts adopt and play with different features and aspects of the genre, and discuss also other "influences" on these texts such as audience/reader expectations, and socio-historical context.)

