Language and Creative Arts





Literature Focus.





Some possible essay questions:





1. Write an essay in which you compare and contrast Edith Wharton's The House of Mirth with Terence Davies' 2000 film adaptation.  You should consider the different techniques used in the film text and the novel, and how effectively these techniques are used in each to present characters, develop the themes, settings and plot, and capture and maintain reader/audience involvement.





Your essay should include a close discussion of at least one parallel scene or sequence.  Techniques you address could include:style, irony, foreshadowing, narrative method and point of view, plus any other particular literary or novelistic devices such as imagery and symbolism; for the film you should address use of cinematography, dialogue, costume, music and sound, casting, plus any other technical aspects you think are relevant.





Write about 1500 words.  





2. What does it take to adapt a "literary classic" for the screen?  To what extent has Terence Davies succeeded in "translating" Edith Wharton's novel?





3.  What qualities and features of  The House of Mirth  make it a relevant and interesting novel for today's readers?  What role do you think the film plays in highlighting the relevance and interest of Lily's story for a modern audience?








