Joan Didion, ‘At the Dam’, from The White Album 1970
What is the tone and mood of this text?

What is its purpose and audience?

Note some of the stylistic features of this text e.g. word choice, imagery, sentence structures (examples?) and explain their effectiveness in the text as a whole.

What clues does the text give as to its context?

How would you describe the text-type and genre?

In what sense is this an imaginative journey for the composer?

What other “journeys” are evoked or suggested here?

What is the contrast drawn in paragraph 3, and what features of language convey the text’s meaning here?
