World History Chapter 6 Essays

Chapter 6- Ancient Rome and Early Christianity

Answer the following essay questions in complete sentences and in essay form.  Be sure to have a clear thesis in your introduction paragraph and restate it in your conclusion.  Always be mindful of who, what, where, when, why important, social, political, religious, and economic impacts and the overall change over time associated with this period of study.  

Group 3

1) Describe the Roman form of government and how it differed from any previous empire’s governing style.

D. Lane


Throughout ancient history, governments and beliefs have differed from civilization to civilization.  The Romans also set themselves apart from other civilizations with a new government.  The Roman government set itself apart because of consuls, the senate, and dictators.






In place of a king, Rome had two officials called consuls.  Like kings, they commanded the army and directed the government.  However, their power was limited. First, a consul’s term was only one year long.  The same person could not be elected consul again ten.  Second, one could always overrule, or veto, the other’s decisions.


The senate was the aristocratic branch of Rome’s government.  It had both legislative and administrative functions in the republic.  By tradition, there were 300 members, chosen from the upper class of Roman society.  Later, plebeians were allowed in the senate.  The assemblies were the more democratic side of the government.  All citizen-soldiers were members of the Centuriate Assembly.  In the early days of the republic, this patrician-controlled assembly appointed the consuls and made laws.  It had less power than the senate.  


In times of crisis, the republic could appoint a dictator-a leader who had absolute power to make laws and command the army.  A dictator’s power lasted for only six months.  Dictators were chosen by the consuls and then elected by the senate.


These three government officials were the reason that the Roman government was different from others.  Still today, some of these positions are still being used and because of those positions, Romans were set apart.  The Roman government set itself apart because of consuls, the senate, and dictators.

M. Wiggins

Describe the Roman form of government and how it differed from any previous empire’s governing style


In the third century A.D., Rome faced many problems.  Their government was not controlled by the Etruscan cities.  They had a republic government.  The groups that formed the government were the patricians, plebeians, and tribunes.


The patricians, the aristocratic landowners, were the group that held most of the power.  They were a member of the wealthy privileged upper class.  They inherited their power and social status.  They claimed that their ancestry gave them the authority to make laws for Rome and its people.


The plebeians were the common farming people, artisans, and merchants that made up most of the population.  They were the citizens with the right to vote, however, law from holding most important government positions barred the plebeians.


The tribunes protected the rights of the plebeians from unfair acts of patrician officials.  Eventually, plebeian’s pressure on the patricians gained them additional political power.


In the third century A.D., Rome forced many problems.  Their government was not controlled by the Etruscan cities.  They had a republican government.  The groups that formed the government were the patricians, plebeians, and tribunes.

Group 4

2) Explain the role Jesus of Nazarene played in the development of Christianity. 

Group 2

3) After the Pax Romana Rome experienced many cycles of highs and lows.  Explain these cycles and the events that dominated.

A Tumblin

W Johnson

The death of Marcus Aurelis marked the end of Pax Romana. Due to the end of this period, Rome went through many highs and lows. From this essay, the Pax Romana will be explained and the highs and lows. There were many highs and lows with davastating results.


The Pax Romana was known as a period of peace and prosperity. It began at Rome's peak of power in 27 B.C. to A.D. 180. During this time, the Roman Empire included more than 300 million square miles in population, numbered between 60 and 80 million people. In 180 A.D., Pax Romana ended. This lead to the rises and fallings of Rome.


The cycles of the Pax Romana was certainly highs and lows. The wealthy spent money for precious metals( gold and silver), which drained the empire. The economy suffered inflation, and agriculture faced many problems. The soil was overworked, and wars had destroyed farmland. Poor farmers had to abandon land, and disease spread, killing the populations. On the other hand trade was booming, and farmers grew enough grain,etc., to last to third century A.D.


The period of Pax Romana was a remarkable period for Rome. It change the economy, way of life, and the assets of the country. The cycles of highs and lows suggested that in this period, Rome was in hard times. This period made a remarkable remembrance in Rome's history.
D Wade and C Dunlap


During the Pax Romana, trade, agriculture, and economy thrived. The Pax Romana ended around AD 180 when Emperor Marcus Aurelius died. His death was the starting point of the decline of the Roman Empire. The emperors who followed were brutal and incompetent. They left the empire greatly weakened. 


In the 3rd century AD, the period of prosperity for the Romans ended. Hostile tribes outside of Rome and pirates in the Mediterranean disrupted trade. The spending of the wealthy on luxury goods from abroad drained the empire of silver and gold. As this was happening Germanic tribes were trying to force their way into the northern frontiers while Persians threatened territories in Syria and Anatolia. Farmland was destroyed by warfare and overworked soil lost its fertility, causing meager harvests. The government was forced to raise taxes to pay for its mounting expenses and the economy suffered from inflation. As a result, many poor farmers abandoned their land because they couldn’t pay the taxes. Rome experienced drastic food shortages and eventually disease spread causing population decline. The military was affected also, loyalty and discipline disintegrated. Army commanders fought among themselves for the throne. Few Romans chose to hold political office under these conditions. In a 50-year period, AD 235-284, armies proclaimed 50 generals to be emperors of Rome. Their reigns didn’t last very long, meanwhile, Rome continued to decline.


In AD 184, an army leader named Diocletian became emperor. He restored order in Rome and increased its strength. He accomplished this by governing as an absolute ruler and limited personal freedoms. Diocletian doubled the size of the armies by drafting POW’s and hiring mercenaries. He controlled inflation by setting fixed prices for goods and ordered farmers to work their land for life. Diocletian claimed that he was a descendant of ancient gods, he considered Christianity to be a threat and persecuted them. When the empire grew to large and complex for one ruler, he divided Rome into two parts: the Greek-speaking East, and the Latin-speaking West. He appointed General Maximian as ruler of the West. Diocletian shared authority, but he held overall control. His half of the empire was wealthier than the West. His reforms slowed the decline, but after he retired in AD 305, the decline continued. Civil war broke out and by 311; four rivals were competing for power. A commander by the name of Constantine gained control of the West in AD 312, and by 324, he also had control of the East. In AD 330, he moved the capital to the Greek city, Byzantium, located on the Bosporus Strait, between the East and the West. The city’s name was changed to Constantinople. After Constantine’s death, the empire was once again divided.


The Western empire’s final collapse was caused by internal strife, the separation of the West from its wealthier half and outside invasions. From AD 376-476, Germanic peoples on the northern borders of the empire streamed into the empire. They eventually overwhelmed the structures of Roman society and drove the last emperor from the throne.

The Huns, fierce Mongol nomads from central Asia, set the Germanic invasion in motion. The Huns began invading the frontier regions of the Rhine and Danube Rivers. The groups began to move into the Roman Empire to escape the intensely feared Huns. By this time the city of Rome was vulnerable to attack. The West was so disorganized that it was unable to field an army to stop the Germans. In AD 408,Visigoths, led by their king Alaric, put the city under siege. Swarms of Germans stormed and plundered Rome in AD 410. While this was happening, the Huns became a direct threat. In 444, they united under a powerful chieftain, Attila. Attila, with his large army, began assaults on both sides of the empire. In 452, Attila’s armies advanced against Rome, but were struck by famine and disease. With the Huns weakened drastically, Pope Leo I was able to negotiate their withdrawal. After Attila’s death in 453, the Huns were no longer a threat, but the Germans continued to invade. In 455, Vandals, led by Gaiseric, sacked Rome. Famine struck and Rome experienced a drastic population decline. In 476, the last Roman emperor, Romulus Augustulus, was sent into exile by a German general named Odoacer. After that, Roman power in the West ceased. The Byzantine Empire (the East), survived and flourished for another 1,00 years, but fell in 1435 to the Ottoman Turks.


The Roman Empire managed to survive for many years during its decline. The reforming emperors managed to prolong the longevity of the empire. However, the decline was only slowed, not stopped. In the end, the bad outweighed the good, and the Roman Empire collapsed.

Group 1

4) The Greco-Roman civilizations made many important lasting contributions to the world.  Support the validity of this statement.  

H. Wade


The Greeks and Romans made many valuable contributions, many of which are still apparent today. Democracy was one such contribution. 


Democracy has such an important place in the world today. The principles of democracy have been improved upon and the kinks have been worked out, but the basic idea is the same, rule by and for the people. Without democracy, the United States wouldn’t be the world power it is today. 


The branches of government were developed in ancient Rome. The Executive, legislative, and judicial branches existed, but not as they exist today. The legal code was the basis of their legal system, like the Constitution is the basis for ours.  Citizenship, however, is broader now.


The Greco-Roman governments set the mold for the governments of future societies. While some of the principles remain the same, some were changed for the better.

N. Brown and C. Wiggins


The Greeco-Roman civilizations depended on all of the religion, government, arts, and learningsof other literature passed down generation to generation. This helps the statement of the validity of the Greeco-Roman.


Romans borrowed much of their philosophy from the Greeks. The Greeks teacher Zeno was very influential, stoicism, incouraged virtue, duty, moderation, and endurance to the Romans. Writers used Roman themes and ideas while following Greek form. The Romans found inspiration in the works of the Greeks. In literature ,as in philosophy, the Romans found inspiraion in the works of the Greeks. Writers used Roman themes and ideas while following Greek forms and models.


Between 750 and 600 B.C., Greeks settlers established about 50 colonies on the coasts of souther Italy and Sicily. The cities became properous and commercially active.They brought all of Italy, includiing Rome, into closer contact with Greek civilization.The Greeks also taught the Romans how to grow grapes and olives.


The Romans were proud of their ability to rule, but they acknowledged Greek leadership in the fields of art, architecture, literature, and philosophy.

Romans had conquered Greece and had come to greatly admired Greek culture by the second century B.C. The Greek language was learned by the educated Romans. Mixing the elements of Greek, Hellenistic, and Roman culture produced a new culture, called Greco-Roman culture. It was often called classical civilization.

 
By preseving and adding to the Greek civilizations, Rome strengthened the western cultural tradition. Romans borrowed and adapted cultural elemants freely, especially from the Greek and Hellenistic. The civilization created by Rome was great, because its arts and architecture, language and literature, engineering, and law because its legacy to the world.

