World History Chapter 3 Essays
ESSAY 1 – What impact did the Hittite and Aryan civilizations have on Asia?

Robinette Hall

 Four thousand years ago the warrior Hittites of Asia Minor rose to world power. For more than a thousand years they ruled most of the region now in modern Turkey and Syria. Their empire rivaled in size and strength the two other world powers of the time, Egypt and the Assyro-Babylonian empires of Mesopotamia. 

About a thousand years before the Christian Era their empire fell and their civilization passed into oblivion. Only their name remained, kept in man's memory by scattered references in the Old Testament. 

These tablets are in cuneiform writing, and most of them, though in Babylonian spelling, are in the Hittite language. It is known that the Hittites were wild tribesmen when, not long after 3000 BC, they swept down from the north with horse and chariot and bronze daggers. They found it easy to conquer the farmers and herdsmen of Asia Minor, who were skilled only in the arts of peace and had no means of transport faster or more powerful than the donkey. It was almost 2000 BC, however, before the Hittite dominions were united into an empire by a king named Labarna. A later king pushed the Hittite power into Syria and Mesopotamia. This empire lasted until 1650 BC. A still more powerful one arose in 1450 BC.

The basis of the old empire had been the horse, yet that of the new was iron. The Hittites appear to have been the first to use iron. For a time their mines on the Black Sea represented the world supply.

The Hittite state was a military organization. Daily life was closely regulated by law. The price of plowed field and vineyard, of cattle and their hides, was fixed. So were the wages of free man and slave. Punishments for breaches of the law were mild, but crimes such as murder and theft were made prohibitively expensive by heavy fines.

The Hittites contributed to Western civilization by acting as middlemen for the older cultures of the East. They passed on to the Greeks ideas that influenced their art, their religion, and their business. Hittite mines supplied the iron that put new implements in the hands of the Mediterranean peoples and brought the Bronze Age to a close. Above all, Hittites contributed by holding with a firm hand the bridge between Asia and Europe while Western culture was in its early stages. Asian despots might have throttled European civilization in its infancy, had it not been for that millennium of Hittite supremacy.

 According to the Rig Veda, the ancient Hindu scriptures written after about 1500 BC, Aryan invaders conquered the earliest Indian civilization. The Aryans, who were a nomadic people from the Eurasian steppes, imposed on Indian society a caste system, which persists to the present day in Hindu law. The caste system, which divides all people into social classes with differing rights and obligations, was a formal expression of the interdependent labor division seen in all civilizations (see Hinduism). By the 6th century BC at least 16 Aryan states had been established on the Indian subcontinent and Brahmanism was flourishing.

Though a number of religions flourish in India's tolerant social climate, four fifths of the people are Hindus. Hinduism evolved from Vedism, the religion of the early Aryan invaders. While it recognizes innumerable gods, they are widely regarded as diverse manifestations of one great universal spirit. Hinduism has no standard orthodox form. It is, in effect, what people who call themselves Hindus do in carrying out their dharma, or religious obligations. 

It is not certain which racial group first occupied India. Not later than the middle of the 2nd millennium BC, a wave of migrants of inner Eurasian origin began to filter into India through passes on the northwestern frontier of the country. These invaders, known as Aryans, had relatively light skin and spoke languages of the Indo-European family.

Linguistic differences are much clearer than those of racial groupings. Two linguistic groups, the Indo-Aryan and the Dravidian, account for all but a tiny proportion of the population. Of the Indo-Aryan languages, Hindi, the official national language, is the most important. In its standard form and its many dialects, it is spoken by about 43 percent of the population and is understood by a large number of others. It is predominant in the northern and central regions. 

ESSAY 1 – What impact did the Hittite and Aryan civilizations have on Asia?

There have been many fighters over the course of the years through history.  Some battles would last for years while others would only last for months.  Even though there have been many, some of the earliest were the Hittites and Aryans.

The Hittites occupied Anatolia, which is also called Asia Minor.  The Hittite empire was formed around 1650B.C. when separate Hittite city - states came together.  The capitol city for the Hittite empire was the city of Hattusas.  This empire went on to dominate Southwest Asia for 450 years.

The Aryans crossed over the northwest mountain passes into the Indus River Valley around the same time the Hittites were establishing themselves.  Over the next few centuries the Aryans extended their settlements east, along the Ganges and Yumuna river valleys.  The Aryans were mainly known for the fighting they did among themselves to increase their governing power of each city-state and to gain control over more land.

These two empires have a lot in common.  If these two empires wanted something they often got what they wanted.  Although most people gave them what they wanted, there were always some people who did not want to give up what these empires wanted, they were almost always defeated and everything was taken.  They were also established around the same time, which was about1500B. C.

These empires will forever be known as empires that “fought” their way to the top.  People will always know that these empires were some of the earliest civilizations that had a lot of similarities.  Those were the things that made these empires so much alike. 

ESSAY 1 – What impact did the Hittite and Aryan civilizations have on Asia?

The impact the Hittites and Aryans had on Asia was good. Their ideas and 

 technology widely spreaded and traveled. Trade was sucessful all over 

 Souhwest Asia.  T he empires and kingdoms were very powerful. 

The Hittites took over Turkey . Their seperate cities came together to form an 

 empire . The empire dominated Southwest Asia for 450 years. Technology 

 helped the Hitttites with their trades and conquests. They adpoted new ideas 

 from other cultures and blended their traditions with more advanced ones. 

Around 1190 B.C. the empire fell . Invasions happend and the capital was 

 burned.  

The Aryans  crossed over into the Indus River Valley .They developed  a caste system . They also were divided into three  social classes .  Later another social 

class was developed.  Around  1000 B.C. kings and territorial king rosed.  Magaha occupied almost all the Indian subcontinent. The Aryans lived by many  custom tradtions.

The Hittites and Aryans  both lived by tradtions and  blended  custom  . Their 

 spread of many innovatie ideas  were not kept on records. They also belived in 

 polythesim .  Iron was  a  big thing  for both civilizations.  Both civilizations 

 had rulers .

ESSAY 2– Compare and contrast Hinduism and Buddhism.  Which religion has played a larger role in India and why?
Hinduism vs. Buddhism


During India’s early history, two religions developed in this country.  The religious beliefs of the Vedic Age eventually developed into the two religions, Hinduism and Buddhism.    These religions were similar in some ways and different in many ways also.  The focus point is what are Hinduism and Buddhism, and which religion played a larger role in India’s history.


Hinduism, unlike other religions cannot be traced back to one founder with a single set of ideas.  Hindus see religion as a way of liberating the soul from the illusions, disappointments, and the mistakes of everyday existence.  Sometime between 750 and 550 B. C., Hindu teachers tried to interpret and explain the hidden meaning of the Vedic hymns.  The Hindu believed in the process of reincarnation in which they believed that a person’s soul could be born again until moksha is achieved.  


Buddhism developed out of the same period of religious questioning that shaped modern Hinduism and Jainism.  The founder of Buddhism was Siddharta Gautama.   Siddharta soon became known as Buddha.  After Buddha’s death, missionaries were able to spread his faith over large parts of Asia.  Buddhists missionaries went to Sri Lanka and Southeast Asia in the third century B.C.  Buddhist ideas also traveled along Central Asian trade routes to China.  Buddhism never gained a significant foothold in India.  There are theories of why Buddhism never became the major in India.  Some believe that Hinduism absorbed Buddhism.


Hinduism played a larger role in India.  One reason is Hinduism has been said to absorb Buddhism into it, thus making Hinduism the major religion in India.  Another reason why is that Hindu’s believed that Buddhism had already became part of their religion.  


In conclusion, Buddhism and Hinduism were both major religions in India, with different beliefs and different gods.  Although one religion was more powerful over the other, both were and are still very popular religions.  Still, the focus point is what are Buddhism and Hinduism, and which played the greater role in India.

ESSAY 2– Compare and contrast Hinduism and Buddhism.  Which religion has played a larger role in India and why?
Hinduism originated in India. Hinduism followed the way of life called Classes. There were several classes. Their behavior was more important than their belief. They believed that when someone dies they are reborn. When they are reborn their body is reborn into another person, animal, vegetable or mineral.

Buddhism was practice primarily in Asia. The founder of Buddhism was Siddhartha Guatama. They believe in enlightenment, meditation and prayer. Life was suffering and in order to live happily you had to seek enlightenment. They believed that every one was to live by the Table of Ten Commandments.

They both believed life was cyclined. Their religion was mostly in Asia and India. They belief was very important to them. Prayer was also very important.

Essay 3- Question: The Minoans and Phoenicians were trading civilizations wielding a great deal of economic and political power in the Mediterranean region. Assess the validity of this statement and support your answer.

Minoans

Who: seafaring people

What: dominated trade in the Mediterranean, exported culture and art

When: 2000 to 1400 B.C. (ended 1200 B.C)

Where: An island called Crete on the southern edge of Aegean Sea.

Why important: stared big trade along the Mediterranean 

Phoenicians

Who: The most powerful traders along the Mediterranean after Minoans disappearance 

What: founded a number of wealthy city-states around the Mediterranean 

When: 1100 B.C.

Where: Phoenicia, (now known as Lebanon)

Why important: set up commercial outposts around the Mediterranean, helped with the process of cultural diffusion and moving merchandise.

Phoenicians and their alphabet

Who: Phoenicians

What: developed writing system

When:

Where: Around Mediterranean 

Why important: creating the system helped Phoenicians to have contact with many more people. 

Essay 3- Question: The Minoans and Phoenicians were trading civilizations wielding a great deal of economic and political power in the Mediterranean region. Assess the validity of this statement and support your answer.
Minoans and Phoenicians


The Minoans and Phoenicians were great trading civilizations. Both covered a large area in trade, trading some of their most precious items. The Minoans and Phoenicians were also both powerful people. Trading in both civilizations brought great power.


The Minoans dominated trade from about 2000 10 1400 B.C. They trade their fine pottery, swords, figurines, and precious metals. Minoans also traded culture, which included burial customs and religious rituals. This made the Minoans known for cultural exchange. Which helped boast its’ economy. The natural disaster of 1470 B.C. destroyed the Minoan civilization. The Minoans fled the scene of the ruined kingdom, which the Minoans sea power and cultural force had ended.


The Phoenicians stepped in after the Minoans’ ruin, becoming the most powerful traders along the Mediterranean. Phoenicians founded a number of city-states that competed with one another. The Phoenicians traded goods that they got from other lands such as wines, weapons, precious metals, ivory, and slaves. The Phoenicians used their known alphabet to trade with many more areas. Phoenicians’ eastern cities were captured by Assyrians. Their homeland, which came under the control of the Babylonians, and later of the Persian Empire. Even though these events occurred, their alphabet is still spreading.


The Minoans and Phoenicians made the Mediterranean well- known. Their contributes were very important to the world. Both civilizations provided a number of goods needed by other civilizations. It was very disappointing when these civilizations came to an end.            

Essay 3- Question: The Minoans and Phoenicians were trading civilizations wielding a great deal of economic and political power in the Mediterranean region. Assess the validity of this statement and support your answer.
Dawn Wade


The Minoans and the Phoenicians were trading civilization wielding a great deal of economic and political power in the Mediterranean.  The Minoans had a central location, and also traveled to trade with other civilizations.  The Phoenicians were powerful seafarers who traveled and traded to other places beyond the Mediterranean.

The Minoans were seafarers who dominated trade in the eastern Mediterranean for about 600 years.  They lived on the island Crete on the southern edge of the Aegean Sea.  Their location helped them to thrive.  The Minoans produced some of the finest pottery of their time.  They exported that pottery, swords, figurines, and vessels of precious metals over a large area.  They also exported their art and culture.  Trading turned Crete into a steppingstone for cultural exchange in the Mediterranean.   The capital, Knossos was the center of an advanced and thriving culture.  It was peaceful as well, because the cities had no fortification to protect them.  Crete was a major sea power and cultural force

After Crete’s decline, the Phoenicians became the most powerful traders in the Mediterranean.  The Phoenicians were divided into wealthy city-states, that sometimes competed with one another.  The first cities in Phoenicia, Byblos, Tyre, and Sidon, were important trading centers.  The Phoenicians, armed with their remarkable shipbuilding technology and seafaring abilities, were the first Mediterranean people to travel past the Strait of Gibralter.  They also travel around the continent of Africa by way or the Red Sea.  The Phoenician city-states of Sidon and Tyre, known for purple-dye production, and Berytus and Byblos, trading center for Papyrus, were the most important.  Phoenicians also built colonies along the northern coast of Africa, and the coasts of Sicily, Sardinia, and Spain.  The greatest colony was Carthage in Africa.  The Phoenicians traded good from other lands and were alson superb craftsmen.  To record transactions, they developed an alphabet and introduced it to their trading partners.  When the Assyrians conquered their eastern cities, trade was upset, but they founded other cities like Carthage to continue with trade.

The Minoans contributed their culture and ideas to their trading partners.  When the Phoenicians thrived, they shared their culture and their alphabet with their trading partners far away from the Mediterranean.  These two civilizations had far more economic power than political power, but the economic power helped to build stronger political systems.  These civilizations had no political power over other peoples, because they were peaceful.  The Minoans were destroyed by natural disasters from which they never recovered, the Phoenicians were conquered, which further spread their culture to others.

Ancient trade connected the Mediterranean with other centers of commerce.  Although traveling was difficult, trading networks like those of the Phoenicians assured the exchange of products and information.  Each civilization contributed its own ideas and methods to enrich trading techniques.  Cultural diffusion resulted.

Essay 4- Question: Throughout their history, the Jewish people were often persecuted. Support this statement with factual details relating to Jewish history.    


The Jews went through a lot of trouble for the search for a promised land. Judaism, the religion of the Jews, evolved. Judaism is one of the world’s major religions. The Jews went from freedom, to slavery, and back to freedom.


Before they were forced into slavery, the Jews had many developing stages of growth. They developed a Hebrew’s Bible called the Torah. They considered it as the most sacred writings in their traditions. A man named Abraham was chosen to be the father of the Hebrews people. God commanded Abraham to move his people and their flocks to Canaan. This happened around 2000b.c. Possibly around 1650b.c., the descendants of Abraham moved again, but this time to Egypt. 


The Hebrews migrated to Egypt because of a drought and a threat of a famine.  The Hebrews were honors of a place in the Egyptian Kingdom. Thinking that it was done out of the kindness of the Egyptian heart, the Hebrews did not know that their bodies would be used as slaves. They were sent to fields to do work, gave services to other human beings, and were forced to build mortar and brick homes for the Egyptians.


Between 1300 and 1200b.c. the Hebrews fled Egypt. The man who led the Hebrews out of slavery was called by the name of Moses. While the Hebrews were traveling across the Sinai Peninsula, Moses climbed to the top of the mountains and began to pre

When Moses cam down from Mount Sinai, he brought with him two stone tablets on which Yahweh, Moses’ God, had written ten laws, The Ten Commandments of the Bible. The commandments and other teachings of Moses to his people became the basis for the civil and religious laws of Judaism.


The Hebrews went through so much that teach their future generations the story of the Torah, which reads about the history of the Hebrews slavery and other historical events that happened during that  time. Even if they didn’t know when their slavery days would end or their freedom days would begin they never gave up or changed their religious beliefs.

Essay 4- Question: Throughout their history, the Jewish people were often persecuted. Support this statement with factual details relating to Jewish history.
Hadass Wade




Followers of the Jewish faith have been persecuted since Biblical times. Beginning with slavery in Egypt, Jews have suffered because of their beliefs. The Spanish Crusades banished Jews from Spain. The most horrific case is the Holocaust. More persecution has happened, and is still happening today.


Jews lived in slavery for many years at the hands of the Egyptians. They suffered a plight much like that of slaves in pre-Civil War America. The pharaoh refused to free the Jews. Egyptians went though seven plagues before the Jews were led out of Egypt. 


During the late 1400s in Spain, many Jews converted to Christianity. The Spanish monarchs of the time, Ferdinand and Isabella made use of the Inquisition in order to unite the country under Christianity.  Inquisitors suspected the Jewish converts of heresy. Suspects were subjected to weeks of questioning and torture, and once they confessed, they were often burned at the stake. In 1492, the monarchs expelled all practicing Jews from Spain.


In the early 1900s, Hitler came to power in Germany.  At that time, Germany was going through economic troubles as a result of World War I. The country needed a scapegoat. Hitler led many people to believe that Jews were the cause of Germany’s problems.  This was the beginning of World War II. Concentration camps and death camps were constructed. In the camps, millions of Jews were killed by poison gas. Millions of other prisoners died from hard labor, malnutrition, and disease from unsanitary conditions. Survivors of the Holocaust lived to tell the horrors of Nazi Germany.


Jewish persecution happened many times in the past. History recounts the cases in many different countries. The persecution and prejudice against Jews takes different forms today in racial and religious stereotypes. Until society can accept the differences in people, this will continue.
