Prologue to Revolution Identifications.  Know these by putting them on note cards and studying them everywhere you go.  

S Windom

1 Samuel Adams

From Boston, lived and breathed only for politics in the 1770s.  He was zealous, tenacious, courageous, and ultra sensitive to infractions of colonial rights.  Adams was skillful also as a pamphleteer, he soon became known as the “Penman of the Revolution”.  His signal contribution was to organize the local committees of correspondence in Mass.  After he formed one in 1772 in Boston, some eighty towns speedily set up similar organizations.  

2 Albany Plan of Union

The Albany Plan of Union was a proposal made by Benjamin Franklin at the Albany Congress.

The Albany plan called for a common representative elected by the colonial legislatures and a appointed president general by the crown. Although never implemented the plan prefigured the later union of the states.
B Rodgers

3 Boston Massacre

The Boston Massacre is an event that took place on March 5,1770. A mob of Bostonians and some soldiers guarding the customs revenue engaged in a rock fight that led to the death of five Bostonians. This was known as the first real rebellion against the taxes and revenues.

J Taylor

4 Boston Tea Party

WHO: A band of white townsfolk, disguised as Indians, boarded 3 ships on 

            December 16,1773 in Boston Massachusetts.

WHAT: They smashed open 342 chests and dumped the “cursed weed” into the 

              Boston harbor, while a silent crowd watched approvingly from the wharves 

              as salty tea was brewed for the fish.

WHY IMPORTANT: By huge majorities in 1774 Parliament passed a series of  

                                    “Repressive Acts”, which were designed to chastise Boston in 

                                    particular, Massachusetts in general.  They were branded in 

                                    America as “the massacre of American Liberty.”
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5 Coercivec Acts, Quebec Act 
Coercive Acts was accomplished in 1774 by the Quebec Act. The Quebec 
Act and Coercive Act was passed at the same time. Quebec Act was a good law 
in bad companies. It was in America. 

E Johnson

6 The Committeeof Corespondence
The committee of corespondence was organized by Samuel Adams in local committees and towns in Massachussetts. Some eighty towns in the colony set up similar organizations. Theirchief function was to spread propaganda and information by exchanging lettersand to keep alive opposition to British Policy. This helped to establish inter colonial committees of corespondence. In 1773 Virgina led the way in creating a standing committee in the House of Burgesses. Witthin a short time every colony had established a central committee through which it exchanged ideas and information with other colonies.

7 Declaratory Act

WHO: Parliament passed the Declaratory Act in 1766 in London England.

WHY IMPORTANT: This proclaimed that Parliament had the right “to bind” the 

                                    colonies “in all cases whatsoever.”  An assertion of this right 

                                    was a small victory for England’s authority, for the unruly   

                                    colonials had proved that the government could be forced to 

                                    yield to boycotts and mob action.

Moses
8 John Dickinson, Letters from a Farmer 
Dickinson was a Philidephia lawyer and owner of a Delaware Plantation. 
It was a series of twelve letters which was called the letter a farmer. It 
was reprinted in 1768. This shows the right arm for the British colonies for 
inhabitation.
S Hayes

9) French and Indian War


The French and Indian War was a war that was between France and Great Britain that between 1754-1763.  This was the last and most important conflict over French and British possessions in North America.  There were many territorial rivalries between the French and British settlements. These two colonies could not agree on the boundaries of Arcadia. Both colonies claimed the area between the Allegheny Mountain and the Mississippi River, in which the French called their area New France.  In 1749, the French explored the Ohio River Valley, but the Ohio Company sent someone to explore this same area in 1750.  In 1753, the French built a chain of forts along the Allegheny River in Pennsylvania. In 1754, Washington led a small force of colonial troops to force the French to withdraw; they were attacked and defeated. This was the first battle. In 1755, General Edward Braddock led a group of British soldiers against Fort Duquesne. In 1756, William Pitt became the leader of Great Britain. In 1758, Great Britain captured Louisbourg. The fall of Quebec marked the real end of French and Indian war, even though the struggle continued until General Jeffery Amherst took Montreal in 1760. In 1763 the Treaty of Paris was signed. Great Britain gained Canada and France lost most of its possessions. Great Britain also gained the Spanish territory of Florida. Spain gained French land west of the Mississippi River and the Isle of Orleans (New Orleans). France’s great empire was reduced to only two islands south of Newfoundland. Spain remained Great Britain’s only rival in North America.
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10) Gaspee Incident


In 1772, a Rhode Island mob destroyed a British custom ship with the Gaspee wounding its captain in the process.  Following the Gaspee Incident, Boston patriot Samuel Adams proceeded the Massachusetts assembly to establish a form of committee of correspondence.

T Mathis

11) Lord North

Frederick North, 8th Baron was a British statesman.  He entered Parliament in 1754.  He became a junior lord of the treasury in 1759, privy councilor in 1766, chancellor of the exchequer in 1767.  In 1770, he became Prime Minister for twelve years.  He began the reform of East India Company with the Regulating Act of 1772.  Better known for his incompetent colonial policies.  The response that he made to the Boston Tea Party helped to unite American colonists against England.  From there forward, he formed a coalition with Whig Charles James Fox in 1783.

K Jones

12) Thomas Paine, Common Sense

   Thomas Paine was an Anglo-American political philosopher, whose writings had great influence during two upheavals in the 18th century: the American Revolution and the French Revolution. Paine published his most famous work, the 50-page pamphlet, Common Sense, on January 10, 1776. The document asserted that the American colonies received no advantage from Great Britain and that every consideration of common sense called for the colonies to be independent and establish a republican government of their own. It, also, helped encourage the Declaration of Independence.
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13) Pontiac’s Rebellion

This was the rebellion in which the Native Americans went against the British after the French and Indian War (Seven Years’ War).  It began on May 10, 1763 on the Ecorse River near Detroit.  The Western tribes had refused to supply them with free ammunition, building forts, and permitting white settlement on Native American lands.  There was a treaty that finally ended this in 1766; the Treaty of Paris. The French control of Canada went to Great Britain.    
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14) Proclamation of 1763
The Proclamation of 1763 caused many Americans to be upset in 1763.  The proclamation was administered by the London government after the French and Indian War.  The proclamation was an order that restricted the American settlers to go out west of the Appalachian Mountains.  This agreement was not to oppress the colonials, but actually to protect the settlers from the Indians.

D Randle

15) Paul Revere

Paul was an American silversmith ,engraver,and patriot. His efforts as a courier for the revolutionary cause made him a folk hero. He was the son of a silversmith ,he was born in Boston ,on Jan.1,1735. He acquired a reputation as a designer and maker of elegant silverware, and his tea sets serve the Boston aristocracy  for a century . He also use to make  false teeth and engraved printing plates . His most  famous  engraving ,depicting  the 1770 Boston Massacre, put him in the forefront of anti-British propagandists.  He took part in the Boston Tea Party in 1773. When the fighting started, he carried messages for the revolutionaries of the area . The historic midnight ride of April 18, 1775 ,was made by Revere and two others from Boston to Concord to warn of approach of British troops. while they were riding the horses they shouted ,"the British are coming the British are coming".
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16)  Salutary neglect

Prior to the war, Great Britain had practiced a policy of salutary neglect, not insisting on strict enforcement of laws, such as the Molasses Act. After the war, however, British leaders reevaluated their relationship with the colonies, ending the policy of salutary neglect and proposing reforms and new taxes.  This ends in 1763.

L Alexander

17 Sons of Liberty

The Sons of Liberty were secret organizations formed in the American colonies in protest against the Stamp Act in 1765. They took their name from a phrase used by Isaac Barré in a speech against the Stamp Act in Parliament, and were organized by merchants, businessmen, lawyers, journalists, and others who would be most affected by the Stamp Act. The leaders included John Lamb and Alexander McDougall in New York, and Samuel Adams and James Otis in New England.

H Solomon

18 Stamp Act

The British legislation passed as part of Prime Minister Grenville’s revenue measures which required that all legal or official documents used in the colonies. The Stamp Act took place March 22, 1765 Britain The Stamp Act was important because it made all official documents such as wills, deeds and contracts, be written on stamped British paper.  It was so unpopular in the colonies that it caused riots, and most of the stamped paper sent to the colonies from Britain was burned by angry mobs.  London merchants convinced Parliament to repeal the Stamp Act in 1776.

M Seay 

19 Sugar Act
In 1764, the Prime Minister George Grenville secured from Parliament the 
Sugar Act in the American colonies. This was the first law ever passed by 
Parliament for raising tax revenue in the colonies for the crown. This is 
important because it increased the duty on foreign sugar imported from the 
West Indies. 

B Williams

20 Tea Act of 1773

In 1773, Parliament passed the Tea Act to help get the East India Company, a British trading company, out of financial trouble. This act enabled the company to sell tea in America at a low price. But the tea was still subject to the duty established in 1767.  Soon the tea was shipped to America for distribution to agents of the East India Company, who were given a monopoly on its sale.  Colonists feared the tea monopoly would put some of their patriotic local merchants out of business. This lead to the Boston Tea Party which was a raid by American colonists on three ships in Boston Harbor on December 16, 1773.

21 Townshend Duties

SOMEONE SCREWED UP

P Lewis 
22 Treaty of Paris of 1763 
Who- Signed by Great Britain, and its adversaries, France and Spain. 
What- Document ended French and Indian War. 
Where- In the New World and Europe. 
When- Treaty of Paris was signed Feb.10, 1763. 
Why Important- It ended the 7 years of war in the American colonies and England. The French, NA, and Spanish-vs. - The Colonies and Great Britain. 
P. Howard

23Virtual Representation

Who:  This involved the Parliament and the colonist of America.

What: There was much controversy because of loss of money in England they began taxing the colonist on everything that was made of paper. The colonists weren’t represented fairly and were basically ignored or as you say virtually represented.
Where: Virtual Representation basically took place between the parliament and the colonist in America.  Every part of the colony that dealt with the trade and paper materials played a part in the taxes.
When:  The time frame that this mainly took place was between 1765-1766. That was around the time that the stamp act was put into act.
Why Important: This was very important because this made colonist want to have a form of representation in the parliament.  Things only got worse after the Stamp Act because of the fact they had no representation. So this was just one more incident to add to the fire of the Revolution and the Revolutionary War.

24 Writs of Assistance

Who: The Writs of Assistance dealt with the British officials, soldiers, and the American colonists.
What: The Writs of Assistance involved the British soldiers being granted the permission to search any home for smuggled goods.  This violated the colonists property rights, which caused them to protest because of the fact their rights were being violated because the soldiers would search their homes with no search warrants.
Where: This took place between the British and the Americans. The violations were basically taking place all over the Americas/Colonies.
When:  The point in time at which the Writs of Assistance occurred was in 1766.
Why Important: The Writs of Assistance is important because the upset the colonist because their rights were violated. Once upset they then added that on to the fire of the American Revolution eventually resulting in the Revolutionary War.


