Possible Essay Questions:

1) Puritanism bore within itself the seeds of its own destruction.  Apply this generalization.

2) As the first settlers came to America, a social hierarchy developed.  Provide and support examples of social hierarchies, 1607-1750, throughout the colonies. 

3) In the seventeenth century, New England Puritans tried to cerate a model society.  What were their aspirations, and to what extent were those aspirations fulfilled during the seventeenth century.

4) Between 1607 and 1763, Americans gained control of their political and economic institutions.  To what extent and in what ways do you agree or disagree with this statement.

5) Although the thirteen American colonies were founded at different times by different people with different motives and with different forms of colonial charters and political organization, by the Revolution the thirteen colonies had become remarkably similar.  Assess the validity of this statement.

6) The role of “obligated” labor played a major role in the economy and society of the colonies.  Describe the role and impact to which “obligated” laborers played in shaping America.

7) Throughout the colonial period, economic concerns ad more to do with the settling of British North America than did religious concerns.  Assess the validity of this statement with specific reference to the economic and religious concerns.

8) From 1600-1763, several European nations vied for control of the North American continent.  How and why did England win the struggle?
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1) The Puritanism bore themselves with many seeds of different destructions.  Some of the Puritans’ problems were lack of food and proper medical needs.  

The lack of food problem occurred when so many people came to the village.  The people then had to eat just a little amount of food at a time.  This helped to save food for others.  When the weather changed, this made the men hunt for food to provide for the others.  If it was too cold, they could not go hunting for food.  They met the Indians.  The Indians helped or taught them to plant and harvest food.  After the harvest, they had their first Thanksgiving.

The second thing is the proper medical needs for the people.  When someone got sick, there would not be any medicine for that person.  This sickness could then go to someone else.  There was nothing to prevent the sickness from spreading.  The lack of medical needs led to a lot of deaths.  

While Puritanism was destruction within itself, there were many other problems.  Lack of food and meeting proper medical needs were, in fact, worst of all.  

2) AS THE FIRST SETTLERS CAME TO AMERICA, A SOCIAL HIERARCHY 

    DEVELOPED. PROVIDE AND SUPPORT EXAMPLES OF SOCIAL 

     HIEERARCHIES, 1607 – 1750, THOUGHOUT THE COLONIES.    

    Social hierarchy was prominent in the 1st settlers lives, the more wealth, real estate, 

    and servants/black slaves someone acquired in 1607-1750, the higher the rank that          

    person will have in the social structure.


At the top of this southern social ladder perched a small but powerful amount of

Great planters. Extended groups-such as the Fitzhughs, the Lees, and the Washingtons-possessed Among them horizonless tracts of Virginia real estate, and together they dominated the House of Burgesses. Just before the Revolutionary War, 70% of the leaders of the Virginia legislature came from families established in Virginia before 1690. The Famed “first families of Virginia,” of FFVs.”  


These great 17th century merchant planters were not silk-swathed cavaliers 

Gallantly imitating the ways of English country gentlemen. They did eventually 

Build stately riverfront manors, occasionally rode to the hounds, and some of them even cultivated the arts and accumulated distinguished libraries. But for the most part they were a hardworking, businesslike people, laboring over the problems of plantation management.


Beneath the planters-far beneath them in wealth, prestige, and political power were the small farmers, the largest group. They tilled their modest plots and might own one or two slaves, but they lived a ragged, hand-to-mouth existence. Still lower on the social scale were the landless whites, most of them luckless former indentured servants. Under them were those persons still serving out the term of their indenture.

Their number gradually diminished as black salves increasingly replaced white indentured servants toward the end of the 17th century. The oppressed slaves of course, remained at the bottom of this social structure.

5) Although the thirteen American colonies were founded at different

motives and with different forms of colonial charters and political

organization, by the Revolution the thirteen colonies had become remarkably 

similar. Access the validity of this statement.

       By the mid-eighteenth century Britain's several North American 

colonies, despite their differences, revealed some striking similarities. 

All were basically English in language and customs, and Protestant in 

religion, while the presence of other peoples and faiths compelled every 

colony to cede at least some degree of religious toleration.

       The colonies were not founded by the same people and most definitely 

not at the same time. The first permanent colony was as early as 1607, 

Jamestown, VA. Georgia, being the last of the thirteen original colonies, 

was founded in 1733, merely one hundred and twenty-six years after 

Jamestown. The founders of some of the colonies were the  English, Dutch, 

and Swedes. Each of the founders had different views on religion, political, 

economical and social beliefs.

       The New England colonies were mainly industrialized. They specialized 

in the fur trade, with Native Americans, and fishing. While in the Middle 

colonies were producing tobacco and the Southern colonies producing rice. 

Indentured servants were mainly located in the Middle and Southern colonies 

making up nearly half of the population.

       The North American colonies all possessed some measure of 

self-government though by no means a complete democracy. Communication and 

transportation was improving. Long-term social, economic and political 

changes in the colonies before 1750 provided the for an independent nation 

with representative political institutions. More immediately, the French and 

Indian War (1754-1763) changed the relationship between the colonies and 

their parent country forever.

        The colonies came together by common origins, common ways of life, 

and by common beliefs in toleration, economic development, and, above all, 

self-rule.

ESSAY #5

Although the thirteen American colonies were founded at different times by different people with different motives and with different forms of colonial charters and political organization, by the Revolution the thirteen colonies had become remarkably similar. Assess the validity of this statement. 

In the mid-eighteenth century the several North American colonies, despite their differences revealed some striking similarities. Most of the similarities were basically English in language and customs, and Protestant in religion. With the widespread presence of other peoples and faiths compelled every colony to cede at least some degree of ethnic and religious toleration. 

The colonies in the north were looking for riches in the form of gold and other precious metals. They did not expect to face any hardships in this new land. There were two private companies formed to seek a patent for colonization on the Atlantic Coast. One of these companies was called the London Company. The other company was called the Plymouth and its patent was for northern Virginia. 

These colonies were compared with contemporary Europe, they all afforded to enterprising individuals unusual opportunities for social mobility. Every colony had some form of self-government, but none of them had a complete democracy. Each colony wanted to have self-rule but they still were fighting for it. They also wanted religious freedom. 

During this time communication and transportation among the colonies were improving as time went on. In 1775 each colony was stitched together by their common origins, their common ways of life, and the common beliefs in toleration. Many of the colonies believed in religion and this caused them to become closer and closer each other. 

As you can see each colony had its own charter and its own political motives for being founded. As time went on they all achieved their goals. They all united as independent people. Most of the colonies started out as a Proprietary Colony but they eventually became a Royal Colony. And the colonies in the north were able to find their precious metals and the colonies in the south were able to start their farms.

Essay Question #6


Obligated laborers, also known as indentured servants, helped to mold and shape the economy as well as the society of the American colonies in the late 1400s to 1600s.  Indentured servants were responsible for maintaining the agriculture, boosting the economy, and later playing a big role in deciding the future and prosperity of the colonies. The colonies grew from landowners releasing indentured servants who would in return go and find their own land where they would do the same as their former masters, creating an ongoing cycle.


Once some form of organization was formed by the colonies their was a necessity for economic growth. In the southern colonies the main source of income was agriculture. In contrast, the northern colonies major source of income was came from the industries. The north relied on industries because of their rocky and infertile soil. Knowing this they turned to timber and shipbuilding.  The middle colonies economic backing came from the industries and agriculture. With this in mind this meant that they needed almost half of their population to be indentured servants.  Of the three different groups of colonies, the south used the most indentured servants mainly because they were totally based off of agriculture.  On plantation farms, and most all other farms the indentured servants were three fourths of the population.  Most of the work was hard labor and the only way it would get done was from the indentured servants. Their masters would release them after working for about seven years; only the lucky servants received a patch of land. Without the laborers to work the fields the agriculture would have failed and without agriculture the colony would have perished.


Indentured servants get the role of helping boost the economy because all of the agriculture that was made, produced, and sold came from the fields that the indentured servants were working on. Tobacco was the most successful crop of the southern colonies.  Once the free servants got land of their own, they immediately began to produce their own small supply of tobacco and other crops. With this happening it only helped to increase the economy with trade and created a larger supply of tobacco coming from the south.  The more exports they made the more money they would receive.  The southern colonies had to watch the produce rate though, because too much product causes less demand, making prices cheaper.  Whenever this happens it hurts the economy.


The colonies were mostly Christians because the indentured servants continued to move west taking their religion with them.  Some freed servants did not quite follow the customs and laws of their religion resulting in constant fights and battles with Native Americans. These battles caused much controversy and confusion between the natives and colonists.  Some colonists did in fact follow their religion, but the growing number of indentured servants caused other problems in the colonies.  With so many males involved in farming, it caused the population to be unbalanced six males to one female.  So competition was very high for those who wanted a family. With so many indentured servants without families and land, frustrations arose and often caused rebellions.  The rebellions were only brief and in the long run only helped the colonies find out just what problems they had amongst themselves.


Indentured servants were a very important part of the early colonies. With out them the agriculture, economy, and society would not be where is it today.  Indentured servants are the real heroes of early America, definitely in more ways than one.
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ESSAY 6) 

How has the use of obligated labor affected America? The economy and society 
have been affected through agriculture, industry and social status. 

By 1750, about 200,000 slaves lived in the colonies. The majority lived in 
the South, where the warm climate and fertile soil encouraged the development 
of plantations that grew rice, tobacco, sugar cane, and later cotton. Lumber 
was cut to provide the materials for such products as barrels and ships Most 
plantation slaves worked in the fields. Others were craftworkers, 
messengers, and servants. Colonial America had a thriving economy. The 
colonists used part of what they produced, but they exported large amounts of 
goods. They traded mostly with Britain, whose manufacturing firms depended 
on raw materials from its colonies. In return, they got manufactured goods. 
The colonies also traded with the French, Dutch, and Spanish. 

Colonial America, like Europe, had both wealthy upper-class people and poor 
lower-class people. But in Europe, old traditions made economic and social 
advancement rare. America had no such traditions. Advancement was possible 
for everyone willing to work hard except slaves. In the New World, land was 
plentiful and easy to obtain, and there were many opportunities to start new 
businesses. Indentured servants often obtained land or worked in a trade 
after their period of service ended. Often, they or their sons became 
merchants or landowners. The colonies had a great need for professional 
people, such as lawyers, physicians, schoolteachers, and members of the 
clergy. Because little training was required for these jobs, they were open 
to everyone except indentured servants and slaves. 

America would not be the same without the use of obligated labor. The 
economy and industries would have been worse if it hadn't been for the use of 
obligated labor

ESSAY #7


Economic concerns were more important than religious concerns to British North America because without a strong economic foundation everyone would not be bound together by religion. A strong economy played a major role in the British North American settlement. The importance of religion did not come until later on.


The English built a sound economy based on agriculture, fishing, timbering, and trading beaver furs with local Indians. They believed there were limits to legitimate commercial behavior. They thought moral self-restraint (or if need be-the government) should prevent merchants from taking advantage of shortages to squeeze out excessive profits. The English believed every family should have enough land and prospering men were expected to use their wealth for the benefit of the community. Families were granted a one acre lot for a vegetable garden. They believed that the communities wealth transcended individual ambitions and that unity demanded limits on the accumulation of wealth. These days an individual can be as wealthy as he/she wants to be and do what the they want with their money.


Their militant work ethnic and the sense of mission motivated the settlers. They laid foundations of self-government. The English also attempted to set up a tax support school system. Marriage was subject to state regulations rather than religious sacrament. Divorce was very rare. That not the case nowadays seeing as how over half of all marriages end in divorce. 


Britain’s missionary movements served as a significant reason for that country’s colonial efforts. It was just not as significant as economy. The impact of religion varied. Religion certainly play its role in this settlement was just not as important then as it is now. The importance of religion developed over time.


The reason a strong economy was so important was because society could not survive on prayer alone and the English knew this. They had to first come together economically before religiously. The money brought into the community by the economy was used to fund functions such as schools and houses for prayer.  
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Economic concerns were more important than religious concerns to British North America because without a strong economic foundation everyone would not be bound together by religion. A strong economy played a major role in the British North American settlement. The importance of religion did not come until later on.


The English’s economy was made a sound economy by trading furs, cutting wood, fishing, and growing crops. They believed there were limits to legitimate commercial behavior. They believed that merchants shouldn’t take advantage of shortages to get more profits. They believed that every family should at least get a little piece of land to get some form of income to survive. The families were given a plot of land (approximately one acre) to start cultivating crops and animals.  They believed that the community’s wealth transcended individual ambitions and that unity demanded limits on the accumulation of wealth. In today’s society, it’s a little bit different.  If you want to have a lot of money, you can and no one can do anything about it.


The English’s desire to work pushed the settlers to get right.  Basically, what the people did was establish their own government and ways of conducting the colony.  The English also attempted to set up a tax support school system. Marriage was subject to state regulations rather than religious sacrament. Divorce was an uncommon thing back then. See now, if you don’t like your spouse, divorce is one of the most common resolutions. 


Britain’s missionary movements served as a significant reason for that country’s colonial efforts. It was just not as significant as economy. Religion was a good thing, but it just wasn’t as important as the economy to them.  


 The English had such a strong economy because they knew that the colony wouldn’t survive on prayer alone.  They knew that they needed food, shelter, clothes, and things of that nature, and in order to get those things you need money.  Fortunately, they had a strong economy and could get those things to survive.

