A.P. Calculus (AB):

Mr. G. Kelly
2008-2009
School phone: 967-6500
E-mail: Greg.Kelly@rsd.edu
Website: www.geocities.com/gkellymath

Course Description: This course is equivalent to two quarters of college calculus.  Topics covered include derivatives, integrals and their applications.  Extensive use is made of graphing calculator technology.  Students may receive college credit by taking the Advanced Placement Exam.

Course Objectives and Goals: My goal is to prepare students to take the AB Advanced Placement Calculus Exam, and to prepare students for the further study of mathematics at college.
Course Materials: The textbook that we will be using is: Calculus: Graphical, Numerical, Algebraic by Finney, Demana, Waits & Kennedy (2007).  The class may view the video Donald Duck in Mathmagicland, an unrated Disney classic dealing with high school mathematics topics.
Required Materials and Supplies:


8.5 x 11 inch white notebook paper (8 x 10.5 inch is okay)


pencils (I recommend real wood pencils or a mechanical pencil)


TI-89 graphing calculator – either the Titanium Edition or the older TI-89.  (Ask me if you have questions.)


3-ring binder for saving tests and homework and hand-outs

GRADING PROCEDURES:


Each student will be granted a maximum of 5 “no questions asked” homework extensions per quarter.  To be granted an extension, a paper must be turned in on the day that the homework is due with the student’s name and the assignment, and the word “Extension” clearly written on the top.  The completed homework assignment must then be turned in the next school day or the extension will be changed to a zero. Any late homework that has not been granted an extension will receive a zero.
All assignments must be turned in by test day without exception.


It is your responsibility to make up any missed work immediately after an excused absence.  Work must be made up within the number of days you were absent.


Students will be given their current grades after each test.  Parents can also receive email updates.


80% of each quarter grade will be based on test and quiz scores and 20% will be based on homework scores.  Most tests will be curved.  Grades will be determined by the following scale:


93 – 100 %
A


90 – 92  %
A-


87 – 89  %
B+


83 – 86 %
B


80 – 82 %
B-


77 – 79 %
C+


73 – 76 %
C


70 – 72 %
C-


67 – 69 %
D+


63 – 66 %
D


 0 – 62 %
F


The grade for first semester will be determined by counting each quarter grade as 40% and the semester exam as 20 %.  The second semester grade will be the average of the third and fourth quarter grades.

Extra credit will be given for math team, tutoring, and for keeping a reworked problem notebook.  See the separate Extra Credit Opportunities sheet for details.
Classroom Conduct

Please observe the following:

1.
Be courteous to others - students and staff.
2.
All substitutes must be treated as guests.
3.
Please keep time out of class for emergencies.  Take care of your personal business on your own time.  Students must ask permission to leave class, and must sign out and sign back in.  If you need an “admit slip” from the office, get it before class starts.  If I ask you for an admit slip and you need to go back to the office to get it, you will be counted tardy.
4.
Please stay seated during instruction.

5.
During work time in class you are expected to work on calculus, and may work either individually or in small work groups.  I am also available for help.
6.
No food or drink, besides water, is allowed in the classroom.  
7.
Cell phones and other electronic devices should be turned off and left in backpacks. If any device is seen or heard in the classroom, it will be taken from the student and turned in to the school office.
8.
Please don’t write on the desks.  You will be required to come in after school to clean them.

9.
Please see me if you need extra help.  I am available during class work time, before and after school most days.  Please check with me first so I will be available for you.
10.
The school tardy policy will be followed.
11.
Attendance is very important to your learning.  You should make every effort to be in class each day.  If you know you are going to be absent (for instance, for athletics or a college visitation), you should make arrangements before you leave for making up any missed tests or quizzes.

12.
Books must be covered with a book cover at all times.  Book covers may be checked on test day, and 2% will be deducted from the test score for uncovered books.
13.
Most importantly - keep up on your work.  This is a college level course and I expect college level effort!
14.
Homework assignments will be listed on my webpage: www.geocities.com/gkellymath.


Students are expected to take tests at the scheduled day and time.  If you miss the review day before a scheduled test you will still be expected to take the test on time.  Students who miss the assigned test time may be required to take an alternate form of the test.  Repeated absences on test days will indicate the need for a parent conference.


Students talking during a test (but not cheating) will receive a ten percent reduction in their test grade.  Students caught cheating on a test or quiz will receive an immediate zero on the test or quiz, and parents will be notified.
