Algebra 1 with Lab:

Mr. G. Kelly
2008-2009
School phone: 967-6500
E-mail: Greg.Kelly@rsd.edu
Website: www.geocities.com/gkellymath

Welcome to Hanford High School!  I hope we have a great year together.  Math is not a spectator sport.  You cannot learn math skills by watching me perform them.  You must practice on your own, both in and out of class.  Here is some important information about this class:

I.
Course Description, Objectives and Goals – 


Description: Students must pass the WASL exam in order to graduate.  Algebra skills are necessary for success on the WASL, and this course is designed to provide extra help to those 9th graders who might otherwise have difficulty passing algebra in their freshman year.  This class consists of two parts: Algebra 1 and Algebra Lab.  The lab time will provide extra review and support as well as remediation when necessary.  Problem solving and other WASL related skills will also be developed during the Lab time.


Topics in this course will include operations on signed numbers, linear equations and inequalities, properties of polynomials, graphing linear equations and inequalities, and an introduction to absolute value. The second half of the year includes solving systems of equations, polynomials in more than one variable, radicals and radical expression, rational algebraic expressions, and a brief introduction to quadratic equations.  Students will identify a “best work” in math to be included in their portfolios.  (Portfolios are a requirement for graduation.)


Course Objectives and Goals: The primary goal of this class is to prepare students for successful completion of Geometry next year as well as to help students attain the first-year algebra skills necessary for future math classes.  We will cover all of the objectives and goals set for this class by the Richland School District mathematics curriculum.

II.
Textbook and Materials
Textbook – The textbook we will be using is Glencoe Algebra Concepts and Applications.

The class may view the video Donald Duck in Mathmagicland, an unrated Disney classic dealing with high school mathematics topics.

MPAA VIDEO PARENT NOTIFICATION:


The movie Stand and Deliver may be shown to this class.  It is rated PG.  It is the story of underprivileged students in East Los Angeles preparing for the Advanced Placement Calculus exam.  Parents who do not wish their students to see this movie may request an alternate assignment by sending me a note with their son or daughter.

Materials to be brought each day to both Algebra 1 and Algebra Lab (unless told otherwise!)

1.
Homework – finished work from the day before.

2.
A binder or spiral notebook (for notes) for storage of notes and current assignments

3.
Loose-leaf notebook paper for notes and assignments.

4.
Sharpened pencil - 2 preferably (NOTE: assignments done in pen will receive no credit)

5.
Eraser - just in case you need it!

6.
Assignment Calendar - to write down assignments in. (the one that the ASB gives you)

7.
Textbook

Students should not bring a calculator.  Calculators will be provided in class when necessary.

III.
Class Attendance, Homework and Tests
It is important to be in class each day.  The helpful discussions and presentations that take place during the period are difficult if not impossible to repeat on an individual basis.

Homework is an integral part of each math lesson.  It must be done on a daily basis if maximum learning is to take place.  Students will be expected to work on assignments during the Lab, and assignments should be turned in on time.   Assignments that are one day late will receive half credit.  No other late assignments will be accepted except in the case of excused absences.  Students with several missing assignments should expect a phone call home.

Absences do not excuse you from your assignments.  If possible, you should learn prior to your absence what is going to be taught and complete the work before returning to class.  In case of illness, you should begin to work on the homework missed as soon as it becomes feasible to do so and certainly at the time you return to school.  Work must be made up within the number of days you were absent.  (i.e. if you were gone three days, you have three days to get caught up.)



Students are expected to take tests at the scheduled day and time.  Test dates will be posted well in advance.  If you miss the review day before a scheduled test you will still be expected to take the test on time.  If you know you are going to be absent please make arrangements before you leave to makeup the test.  Students who miss the assigned test time may be required to take an alternate form of the test.  Repeated absences on test days will indicate the need for a parent conference.


Students talking during a test (but not cheating) will receive a ten percent reduction in their test grade.  Students caught cheating on a test or quiz will receive an immediate zero on the test or quiz, and parents will be notified.

IV.
Grading Procedures
Algebra 1:  Test and quiz scores will make up 80% of the grade.   We will have at least 3 tests each quarter. All students must achieve at least a 70% score on each test to pass this class.  Students who receive less than 70% on a test will be required to retest after appropriate review until they achieve a 70% score.  Retesting will take place within a week of the original test.

The homework average will make up the other 20% of the grade.  There will be sufficient time and help in Algebra 1 and in the Lab for most assignments to be completed at school. 

Your semester grade will be an average of your quarter grades in combination with a possible semester exam.  Students will receive a math credit for passing Algebra 1.

Algebra Lab:  The Lab grade will be based 60% on participation and effort in both the Lab and in Algebra 1.  This will include attendance, being on time to class, citizenship, attentiveness, effort and time on task.  Homework average will be 20% of the lab grade.  Another 10% will be based on study habits, including note taking and organization.  The final 10% will be based on independent study and initiative.  Students will receive an elective credit for passing the Algebra Lab.
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V.
Classroom Conduct
Please observe the following:

1.
Be courteous to others - students and staff.

2.
All substitutes must be treated as guests.

3.
Please keep time out of class for emergencies.  Take care of your personal business on your own time.  Students must ask permission to leave class, and must sign out and sign back in.  If you need an “admit slip” from the office, get it before class starts.  If I ask you for an admit slip and you need to go back to the office to get it, you will be counted tardy.

4.
Please stay seated during instruction.

5.
During work time in class you are expected to work on algebra, and may work either individually or in pairs (with teacher permission).  I am also available for help.

6.
No food or drink, besides water, is allowed in the classroom.  Any such items will be confiscated and will result in loss of participation points.
7.
Cell phones and other electronic devices should be turned off and left in backpacks. If any device is seen or heard in the classroom, it will be taken from the student and turned in to the school office.
8.
Please don’t write on the desks.  You will be required to come in after school to clean them.

9.
Please see me if you need extra help.  I am available during class work time, before and after school most days.  Please check with me first so I will be available for you.

10.
The school tardy policy will be followed.

11.
Attendance is very important to your learning.  You should make every effort to be in class each day.  If you know you are going to be absent (for instance, for athletics or an appointment), you should make arrangements before you leave for making up any missed tests or quizzes.

12.
Books must be covered with a book cover at all times.  Book covers may be checked on test day, and 2% will be deducted from the test score for uncovered books.

13.
Most importantly - keep up on your work.  Work for success!

14.
Homework assignments will be listed on my webpage: www.geocities.com/gkellymath.

VI.
Parent Contact - If your parents need to contact me they can call me at school (967-6500) or email me at Greg.Kelly@rsd.edu .


Progress reports will be sent home several times each quarter.  Current grade information is available on Parent Connect.
