Sun Technology Conference

A round-up of the two day Sun Technology conference at IISc Campus Bangalore

On Mar 21, India’s Silicon Valley was spruced up, ready to receive delegates from all over the country to participate in one of the IT industry’s most happening events – the Sun Technology Days. This conference promised to whet the eager developer community’s appetite on the latest, hottest and coolest technologies from Sun, in an exciting exploration of Web Services, B2B and Enterprise Applications, wireless applications, Java-powered digital devices, Operating Systems, Security implementation, peppered with plenty of interactive Q&A sessions, audience quizzes and surprise give-aways. And all the information would be obtained, first-hand, from the Java Gurus themselves. Not surprisingly, this was the largest gathering at any Sun Tech conference held in India so far, with a record turnout of 2600 technology enthusiasts.

The venue quite appropriate for the event, was the beautiful, sprawling green campus of I.I.Sc Bangalore, one of India’s finest academic institutes of research and advanced learning in Science. The registrations commenced quite early at 7.30 in the morning and by the time we reached there, the place was vibrant with movement and anticipation. The crowd consisted of IT Professionals, academicians and students and the speakers - industry leaders, evangelists, visionaries and pioneers of revolutionary technologies from Sun, Oracle, NASSCOM, Nokia and Motorola.

The highlight of the event was the candid address of the Sun Chief Scott McNealy, who secured the full attention and admiration of the thousands watching him. While touching upon on the mantra Sun has been advancing - that the “Network is the computer”, he also underscored the fact that it is now less an “internet of computers” and more an “internet of things”. Anything with a digital heartbeat could be part of the network, he observed. 

In his lucid and humorous style, Scott McNealy demonstrated Sun’s confidence in the SunONE (Sun Open Network Environment) technology combined with the power of Java and XML to combat any competitor (read Microsoft) to gain edge in building the Web Services and applications. 

Web-services, the new generation distributed computing model is being seen as the next best alternative on the Internet for B2B partnership. It offers businesses a new model for the way they share data and systems, and the SunONE platform has a number of tools and servers to create and deploy applications with standard protocols, that use Web services for an “open” environment. The buzzword of the two-day long, tight-schedule seminar seemed to be ‘Web Services’ about which all speakers and techno-buffs were enthusiastic at the Q&A sessions termed fittingly as BOFs (Birds Of a Feather). Active participants at the BOF would be given “sun-bucks” that they could use in exchange of gifts at the Sun counters.

The conference was held in three different ‘tracks’, so the participants could focus on their area of interest/specialization. Track-1 was centred around SunONE architecture, Web-services, J2EE applications, Enterprise Applications and B2B integration while. Track-2 discussed the J2ME platform, Robots built using Java that could see, hear and speak, Java development on NOKIA devices and NOKIA’s vision for J2ME. Track-3 was a very small gathering on day–two alone. There were sessions highlighting the improvements in Solaris 9 and J2SE 1.4.x. The next session entitled Disruptive Technologies was particularly interesting since these were the ones that challenged assumptions and caused the human mind to think “out of the box”. One such concept born of this thought is the distributed computing model that brought about a complete shift in paradigm, as did the revolutionary invention of the wheel.

Some of the distinguished speakers were the Karnataka State Minister for IT, Sri Inamdar, President of NASSCOM, Kiran Karnik and the Motorola chief. 

The sine qua non of the conference was to make way for open architecture and standards, unleashing mobility with security, so that the “real innovation happens elsewhere” (Sun’s slogan again) It was intellect pooling, hyper-linking to a myriad of technologies, multi threaded discussions, a deluge of jargons, and certainly more than a byte for the technically ravenous. And, as one of the speakers remarked about the extended shamiana-turned-seminar hall, it was indeed a conference sans windows and gates.

