Discussion Questions 2
1.      To some people, Andrew Carnegie was the manifestation of the "American dream." What is meant by this statement? What would you consider the "American dream?" How does someone like Andrew Carnegie represent the "American dream?"  What is meant by the statement,“ American Dream” is that if you come to America you will be wealthy and own your own home. I would consider the American dream like this; having a good paying job, have a good car and owning my own home. Andrew Carnegies represents the “ American Dream” in the way that when he came to America he was poor and later in life he went from rags to riches.
2.      The United States' iron and steel industries helped make the United States the most powerful nation in the world. What was the role of these industries in the U.S.' ascent to world power? There role was The back bone of the United states. See. If there was no steel in the first place there wouldn’t be any other businesses. 
3.      Molten iron is called "pig iron." How did it get this nickname? How does this nickname reflect the lives and times of the workers who coined it? Contains 93% iron, 3-4% carbon and small amounts of other elements. The term comes from an early method of pouring liquid iron from a blast furnace into molds set around a central channel. The molds looked like a group of baby pigs around their mother.  The bars of iron that formed in the molds were called pigs.
4.      Many early iron workers, as in other early industries, were indentured servants. What is an indentured servant? An indentured servent is a person who signs and is bound by indentures to work for another for a specified time especially in return for payment of travel expenses and maintenance.
 How did indentured servants contribute to the growth of both colonial America and the United States? They had to work  even if the pay was no good, because they were like on some sort of contract.
5.      How did the iron industry contribute to the American Revolution and American independence? The iron industry did this by making stringer weapons and stronger ships and the starting the railroads.
6.      What is the "hot blast" process and how did it change the iron industry? To ensure efficient furnace operation, the required flow-rate and temperature of the blast air must be maintained. Typical industrial flows are 3000-10000 Normal cubic meters per minute at temperatures of 1000-1300 C, depending on the size and type of furnace. This hot air provides up to 40% of the blast furnace sensible heat requirement. It in turn utilizes approximately 30% of the total fuel consumption in the steel making process. The hot blast is supplied by regenerative heat exchangers, the hot blast stoves.

7.      What is the "Bessemer" process and how is it responsible for the birth and growth of the steel industry? The Bessemer Process was used for the first time in the United States in 1864, and by 1880 more than 90 percent of U.S.-manufactured steel was produced using this method. Bessemer plants were built to accommodate the demand for steel until around 1910, but most ceased to operate after the 1960s. Although it was eventually replaced by more efficient production methods, the Bessemer Process served as the impetus for these incredible advancements in the production of steel.
8.      Steel is known as the "beast of American industry." What is meant by this phrase and why is the steel industry associated with it?  Thanks to the steel invention, America beacame king because of the steel.
9.      Working in the steel mills was one of the most dangerous jobs in industry. What were some of the dangers to steel workers?some of the dangers were that the melted steel could spill on the skin and develop skin problems. Why would workers continue to work in so dangerous an environment? They would work in this environment because it was the only job that gave an ok pay to support the family.
10.  How did the invention and mass production of the automobile influence the steel industry? This made the automobiles stronger and it made it easier to transport other products to factories faster.
11.  How has foreign competition changed the way America conducts business? America could buy or trade with steel and it also made America more powerful.
