Discussion Questions                                                                                 Leslie Soto

1. Former New York Governor Mario Cuomo states,"Those who do not learn their history are doomed to repeat it." What does this saying mean? I don’t know exactly what this saying means. But what I do think it means is exactly what is saying. If you don’t know your history you may make mistakes that have been done before in the past that you don’t know it has been done before. Or it could also mean that if you are always in the same spot and never move from it how will you know what is around you. 

2. How did the Great Depression "democratize" American society? 
3. A new fad known as marathon dancing became popular during the Great Depression.How was this fad both a form of cheap entertainment and a source of income for unemployed entertainers? The dancing marathons were cheap entertainment because they danced for fun to help them forget about what was going on during the time.  The dancing marathon was a source of income in the way the 

4. FDR's plans for economic recovery included deficit spending. What is deficit spending? Why did Herbert Hoover refuse to employ this tactic? Deficit spending is the spending of public funds raised by borrowing rather than by taxation. He refuses to employ this tactic because no money would go to the state because it is not taxation. 

5. FDR was a member of the country's elite and moneyed class. When he became president, members of his class accused him of being a traitor. Why? Because

6. What were some of the differences in the personalities and political tactics of FDR and Herbert Hoover? 

7. Why was there so much migration during the Great Depression? 

8. Many men "took to the rails" during the Great Depression. How were these hobos a type of economic indicator? 

9. How did the Works Progress Administration (WPA) and Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) alleviate some of the distress of the Great Depression? 

Extended Activities 

1. Hobos used their own set of symbols to communicate with each other and to let others know how conditions were in any given place. Create your own set of symbols to communicate with your friends. How would you create these symbols so they could easily be understood by your friends, yet could not be understood by others? You would call this Graffetti.

